OKLAHOMA CITY MAKES
SIZABLE GAINS IN 2020 CENSUS,

WILL BENEFIT FROM GROWTH

The United States Census Bureau in August released
data from the 2020 U.S. Census revealing that the city of
Oklahoma City was one of just 14 cities nationwide to
add more than 100,000 people from 2010 to 2020.

Oklahoma City saw a 17.4% increase in its population
from 579,999 residents to 681,054 residents over that
time period, placing it as the 22nd-largest city in the
U.S. Five of the 14 cities that gained more than 100,000
residents were from Texas: Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth,
Houston and San Antonio. The others were spread out
across the country, including Charlotte, N.C.; Columbus,
Ohio; Denver; Jacksonville, Fla; Los Angeles; New York
City; Phoenix; and Seattle.

MAPS 4 PROJECTS READY TO
BEGIN AFTER IMPLEMENTATION

PLAN APPROVED

It has been nearly two years since the voters of Oklahoma
City overwhelmingly approved MAPS 4, an ambitious,
Chamber-backed initiative that includes 16 unique projects
aimed at uniting Oklahoma City residents and continuing
the transformation the city has enjoyed since the original
MAPS initiative was passed almost 30 years ago.

A pay-as-you-go program funded by a temporary
one-cent sales tax, MAPS 4 is expected to raise almost
$1 billion over eight years. More than 70% of MAPS 4

The 2020 Census also showed that the U.S. had the
slowest 10-year population growth rate since the Great
Depression at 7.4%; however, Oklahoma is part of the
fastest-growing region in the country - the South -
which experienced a 10.2% change in population from
2010 to 2020.

The census also reported that five of the top six
fastest-growing counties in Oklahoma were in the
Greater Oklahoma City region. Canadian County led
the pack with a percentage change of 33.6% since the
last census, making Canadian County the 27th fastest-
growing county in the US. Rounding out the top six
counties in the state were McClain (20.7%), Logan
(18.4%) Cleveland (15.6%), Tulsa (10.9%) and Oklahoma
(10.8%). Oklahoma County accounted for 43% of total
population growth for the region, increasing from
718,633 county residents in 2010 to 796,292 in 2020.

Greater Oklahoma City Chamber research economist
Eric Long said several reasons factored into the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

funding is dedicated to neighborhood and human needs.
The remainder addresses quality of life and job-creating
initiatives.

A major milestone for MAPS 4 was met in September
when the City Council gave its approval to the MAPS 4
Implementation Plan, the roadmap or guiding document
on how the city will implement or execute the program.

David Todd, the MAPS program manager for the City
of Oklahoma City, said many groups and individuals
have been involved in the planning process from the get-
go; however, the MAPS office and program consultant
ADG have been the primary entities in charge of the
day-to-day responsibilities needed to get the program off
the ground.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



Nursing at
OU Health
means | pick a
schedule that
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We Make a Difference for Our Patients.

Nursing at OU Health means you have flexibility in your schedule through innovative programs — created by nurses and
made for nurses. We are dedicated to creating and fostering a strong culture of collaboration and patients-first mentality in
our hospitals and clinics. We know that when you put the patients first, everything else falls into place.

We’ve recently launched new nursing positions and programs with competitive pay rates, including:

« OU Health Weekend Position (Work 2 shifts, get paid for 3)

« OU Health Travel at Home Position

« OU Health Education Accelerator Program
Apply today by visiting OUHealth.com/Nursing. Job opportunities are available in all areas of adult and pediatric care,
oncology and more, in hospital and clinical care settings, including OU Health University of Oklahoma Medical Center,

Oklahoma Children’s Hospital OU Health, OU Health Edmond Medical Center and OU Health Stephenson Cancer Center.

As an integrated academic health system, interested nurses can practice at OU Health and seek a faculty appointment at

the OU Fran and Earl Ziegler College of Nursing.
@ Health
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Our history books will look back at 2021 as a time when
we made major leaps forward, particularly in our rise as a
visitor destination. The new First Americans Museum is a
world-class attraction that will bring visitors from around
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origins. When added to the new convention center and
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CALENDAR

(Events are subject to change.

Consult okcchamber.com/events for

the most recent updates.)

Chamber Forum
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Vast

333 W Sheridan Ave.

okcchamber.com/octoberforum

Navy Birthday Ball

6 to 9 p.m.

Omni Oklahoma City,

100 W Oklahoma City Blvd.
okcchamber.com/nbb

Chamber Connection
8:30 to 10 a.m.
okcchamber.com/connection

State of the City

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Oklahoma City Convention
Center

100 Mick Cornett Dr.
okcchamber.com/soc

Enlighten
1:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
okcchamber.com/enlighten

Chamber Forum
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Vast

333 W Sheridan Ave.
okcchamber.com/
novemberforum

State of the Economy

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
National Cowboy & Western
Heritage Museum

1700 NE 63rd St.
okcchamber.com/soe

Annual Meeting

1:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Oklahoma City Convention
Center

100 Mick Cornett Dr.
okcchamber.com/annual

Enlighten
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
okcchamber.com/enlighten2

CHAMBER
F RUM

Update on OKC’s transit initiatives on tap
for October Chamber Forum; retail topic for
November’s Forum

Earlier this year, the Regional Transportation Authority of Central Oklahoma
(RTA) approved the Transit System Plan that will serve as the guiding document
for the next 10 to 25 years to eventually bring bus rapid transit and commuter rail to
the Oklahoma City metro. Four regional corridors were identified in the plan that
would quickly and efficiently connect people to various “regional activity centers”
across the metro.

During the Oct. 20 Chamber Forum, slated from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Vast, hear
from a panel of local transportation officials discuss the latest news surrounding the
regional transit initiatives for the OKC metro.

Serving on the panel will be former Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry, RTA chair;
Marion Hutchison, RTA vice chair; and Jason Ferbrache, director/administrator for
the Central Oklahoma Transportation and Parking Authority.

Tickets for the October Chamber Forum are $35 for Chamber members and $55
for nonmembers. To register or learn more, visit okcchamber.com/octoberforum.

It’s not too early to purchase your tickets to the November Chamber Forum,
which is set for Nov. 17 at Vast. The state of Oklahoma City’s retail industry
ahead of the holiday shopping season will be topic for the November forum
with Jim Parrack, senior vice president at Price Edwards & Company; Daniel
McCloud, owner of TRADE Supply Co.; and Cléo Rajon, executive director of the
Independent Shopkeepers Association, serving as guest panelists.

If you would like to purchase tickets for the November Chamber Forum in
advance, please visit okcchamber.com/novemberforum.

The Chamber Forum series brings thought leaders together to discuss major
initiatives, programs and current issues that impact Oklahoma City’s business
climate, economy and community.

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor Cox Business and Corporate Sponsor ADG.



Mayor Holt to provide State of
the City address Nov. 1

It is no secret that Oklahoma City, like similar
communities across our great state and nation, has faced
various challenges and obstacles throughout the last
year and a half. And, not surprisingly, the people and
businesses in Oklahoma City have met those challenges
head on, helping to ensure the City’s continued success
and standing among its peers nationally.

On Monday, Nov. 1, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Oklahoma City Mayor David Holt will join business and
community leaders at the Oklahoma City Convention
Center for a unique opportunity to reflect on the past
year and where the city is headed.

Tickets for this annual event are $60 for Chamber
members and $100 for nonmembers. To register, visit
okcchamber.com/soc. Sponsor tables of eight with
additional recognition are available for $1,500. Contact
Suzette Ellison Jordan at sellison@okcchamber.com for
table sponsor inquiries.

Doors will open at 11 a.m. for registration and
networking. The wearing of masks is optional for

all attendees but is encouraged, especially during
networking time.

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor The Professional
Basketball Club, LLC - Oklahoma City Thunder and
Host Sponsor Energy FC.

Officials to reflect on past and plan for tomorrow

during Annual Meeting

As the end of 2021 gets closer, the Greater Oklahoma
City Chamber is already preparing for its Annual
Meeting on Dec. 3 when Chamber officials, Chamber
members, OKC business and community leaders, and
other stakeholders come together for a time of reflection
and to think about the future.

Join Chamber Chair Sean Trauschke and Chamber
President and CEO Roy Williams as they celebrate
the accomplishments in Oklahoma City over the past
year and then take a look forward as they reveal the
Chamber’s goals for 2022.

Tickets for the Annual Meeting, which will be held at
the Oklahoma City Convention Center, will be $75 for
Chamber members and $125 for nonmembers.

To register or learn more, visit okcchamber.com/
annual. Sponsor tables of eight with additional
recognition are available for $1,500. Please contact

Suzette Ellison Jordan at sellison@okcchamber.com for
table sponsor inquiries.

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor Bank of
Oklahoma and Host Sponsor Cox Communications.




ECONOMIST BILL CONERLY
TO HEADLINE STATE OF THE

ECONOMY, NOV. 18

Join keynote speaker Dr. Bill Conerly, a business-
focused economist with more than 30 years of
experience connecting the dots between the economy
and business decisions, on Nov. 18 from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage
Museum for the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber’s
State of the Economy event.

Conerly is an online contributor to Forbes and the
author of “The Flexible Stance: Thriving in a Boom/
Bust Economy.” He also wrote “Businomics,” a book about
economics for business leaders.

In his keynote presentation, Conerly will examine
your company's opportunities and risks in the evolving
business cycle. Attendees will hear the outlook for major
sectors of the economy and will learn how to keep their
business ready for expansion while protecting against
recession. Business leaders will walk away knowing how
the economy will impact their companies--and how to
develop plans that will be resilient in any situation.

In addition to Conerly’s remarks, the event will also
include a panel discussion from regional economists on
the issues that are particularly important to our state.

NOVEMBER ENLIGHTEN EVENT
TO PROVIDE ATTENDEES WITH

SALES TRAINING

Enlighten, the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber’s virtual
event that provides networking and practical resources
to help boost your business performance, will hold its
next event on Nov. 5 with guest speaker Tee Hicks from
The Oklahoman. This free event will be held from 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Zoom.

During her presentation, Hicks will provide attendees
with sales training that will help them boost their
revenues before years end.

Robert Dauffenbach, second from left, along with Mark
Snead and Russell Evans, participate in a panel discussion
during a previous State of the Economy event.

Participants will include:

« Robert Dauffenbach, Ph.D., Senior Associate
Dean for Economic Development and Impact, and
Director of Center for Economic and Management
Research at the University of Oklahoma

Russell Evans, Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Economics, and Executive Director of the Steven
C. Agee Economic Research & Policy Institute at
Oklahoma City University’s Meinders School of
Business

«  Mark Snead, Ph.D., Economist and President of
RegionTrack, Inc.

Tickets are $50 for Chamber members and $75
for nonmembers. To register or learn more, visit
okcchamber.com/soe. Sponsor tables of eight with
additional recognition are available for $1,500. Please
contact Suzette Ellison Jordan at sellison@okcchamber.com
for table sponsor inquiries.

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor Arvest Bank.

Hicks has served as The Oklahoman'’s vice president
of sales & market leader for the past three years. Prior
to her joining The Oklahoman, she spent time in
various sales positions, predominantly in the south and
southwest parts of the U. S., including places such as
Dallas, Denver, Las Vegas, Nev., and Montgomery, Ala.,
just to name a few.

Enlighten events are available to both Chamber
members and nonmembers. For more information or to
register, visit okcchamber.com/enlighten.

Special thanks to Series Presenting Sponsor Cox
Business.



CENSUS DATA

(CONT'D FROM PAGE 1)

Oklahoma City metros growth. Leading the pack is job
growth. According to Long, the Oklahoma City metro
added more than 60,000 jobs over the past decade.

“Population follows jobs. That’s the end of the story.
Wherever there are jobs, people will move wherever
those jobs are. So that is one reason why Oklahoma City
has continued to expand in terms of population,” Long
said.

Efforts to diversify Oklahoma City's economy has also
played a large role in adding so many new jobs to the
region, with the aerospace sector leading the way, Long
said. There are 291 firms in the Oklahoma City region
that are tied to the aerospace sector, employing about
43,000 people, led by Tinker Air Force Base, the state’s
largest single-site employer with 26,000 employees.

The professional services sector has also grown over
time as has the retail and hospitality sector, turning
Oklahoma City into a destination retail haven for
companies that are wanting to take advantage of the
population gains within the Oklahoma City market.

Other reasons Long identified as to why people
are moving to Oklahoma City include such things as
migration of people from other metros across the country
such as Dallas, Houston, L.A., Phoenix and Wichita,
Kansas; job growth and population gains along the I-35
corridor; keeping more college graduates in the state;
and an above-average birth rate, which is 9% above the
national average.

Long said what is currently happening in Oklahoma
mirrors what is occurring across the nation — population
is growing mostly in metro areas. He said since 2010, the
Oklahoma City and Tulsa metros accounted for nearly
70% of net population gains for the entire state. Without
those two metros, the rest of the state experienced a net
population loss of 43,000.

“Both Oklahoma City and Tulsa are seven counties in
geographic size, but the Oklahoma City metro actually
has 400,000 more people than the Tulsa metro, which
equates to about another 200,000 workers. Oklahoma
City also grew 1.6 times faster than Tulsa since 2010,
said Long.

One consequence of the census is its impact on
apportionment. Long said there is more than $1.5 trillion
in funding the federal government will dole out to states
based on new census data collected every 10 years. A
higher participation rate can translate into more federal
funding for states.

New census figures also require redistricting for states,
counties and cities to reflect population gains and losses.
Although Oklahoma gained population over the last 10
years, it was not enough to earn an additional seat in
Congress. The state currently has five congressional seats,
and that is where it will remain. There will, however, be
changes made at the state, county and city levels to reflect
the new census data.

Mark VanLandingham, senior vice president of
government relations and policy with the Greater
Oklahoma City Chamber, said because population
shifted from rural Oklahoma to the metro areas, and the
Oklahoma City metro area grew faster than Tulsa since
2010, central Oklahoma is likely going to gain additional
representation at the state Capitol.

“We expect redistricting to provide central Oklahoma
with an additional legislator in both the House and
Senate,” VanLandingham said. “The population shift
into central Oklahoma should provide the OKC metro
with more legislators who are likely to align with the
interests and needs of central Oklahoma, which would be
a positive outcome.

VanLandingham explained that state legislators
drafted new legislative maps based on preliminary
numbers they received prior to the official release of the
census data. Now that the figures have been finalized,
they will tweak the preliminary map accordingly. He said
the population shifts in Oklahoma City will also mean
new district lines for the Oklahoma City Public School
District and for Oklahoma City’s eight City Council
wards. Oklahoma County will also have new district lines
drawn.

“That is one of the most interesting things about
redistricting. We'll have new lines, and everybody has
to adjust. Somebody right now may not reside in a ward
they will be drawn into after redistricting. So we don't
yet know which potential candidates will be brought into
the mix until we actually see where the new lines are,’
VanLandingham said.



MAPS 4 (CONT'D FROM PAGE 1)

“There were a lot of people who had input into
the program, including all the stakeholders, potential
operators, pre-designated operators, the MAPS 4
Citizens Advisory Board and City Council. It wasn't
done in a vacuum by any means,” Todd said.

During his presentation before the City Council in
September, ADG’s Director of Program Management
Jason Cotton echoed those comments, stating that the
whole process was a team effort and that a major priority
was to be aggressive with the schedule.

‘I would say where we started in terms of our first
trial run of this program to where we are today, there is a
significant difference. And a lot of that is really related to
us trying to be aggressive with the program and projects,
and moving them forward just as quickly as one can;
Cotton said.

“This plan is very aggressive, and we feel like it is also
balanced. Of the 16 projects, there will be 14 that will
start prior to the end of 2022. That is something we are
really proud about in terms of putting this plan together”

A priority in the implementation plan is to start the
human needs projects as soon as possible, which does
not necessarily mean construction work, according
to Todd. Other steps must be completed first on most
projects before construction can commence and may
include such tasks as establishing operator agreements,
selecting an operator, selecting an architect to design a
specific project and acquiring land.

Starting the neighborhood youth centers earlier than
was originally planned was a priority for the citizens
advisory board as were other community needs and
projects such as addressing homelessness, improving
mental health and addiction facilities and services,
building a Diversion Hub and new Family Justice Center,
restoring the Freedom Center, constructing the Clara
Luper Civil Rights Center and completing the fifth
MAPS Senior Health and Wellness Center.

One project placed at the front of the implementation
plan was the new Fairgrounds Coliseum. The new
coliseum, which will replace the aging Norick Arena, will
allow the Oklahoma City Fairgrounds to continue its
ability to attract local, state and national events.

photo credit: City of Oklahoma City

One of the 16 projects as part of the MAPS 4 initiative is to
build at least four new youth centers throughout the city.
Above is a rendering of the future Douglas Recreation Center.

Another high-profile project that is expected to
begin soon with identifying an operator and selecting a
building site is the 8,000-seat multipurpose stadium. The
$37 million stadium will host high school, college and
professional sporting events, in particular soccer, as well
as concerts and other similar events.

“Identifying an operator and the site selection process
[for the stadium] will have to be deliberate and will take a
while,” Todd said. “We are not there yet; all of that is still
to be determined”

Atotal of $115 million in renovations and expansions
of Paycom Center, one of the original MAPS projects
and home of the NBA’s Oklahoma City Thunder, will
be done through four separate phases beginning this fall
and ending in 2028. Planned improvements include such
projects as an expanded food court, main concourse and
arena entrances, Loud City and technology upgrades,
and other improvements.

Now that the MAPS 4 Implementation Plan has been
approved, city officials and others tasked with actually
implementing the plan can begin working on projects.

“We can actually get out there now and start doing
some things so people can see some results,” Todd said.
MAPS has never been a fast program; it’s deliberate, and
it's transparent with a lot of people participating. It takes
a while to get projects started, but once we get started, we
try to stay on the roadmap and knock them out”

To view the MAPS 4 Implementation Plan in its
entirety, please visit okc.gov/government/maps-4.



OKC NOT HORSING AROUND
WHEN IT COMES TO

ATTRACTING EQUINE EVENTS
TO THE CITY

Although official attendance figures for 2021 Oklahoma
State Fair have yet to be released, suffice it to say the
State Fair’s return after a one-year hiatus because of

the pandemic can be deemed a success for the OKC
Fairgrounds and, in turn, Oklahoma City’s economy.

This comes after the OKC Fairgrounds experienced
one of its best Augusts ever with 17 events that brought
in more than 87,000 visitors — mostly from out of town.
But, and more importantly, those 17 events generated
about $17 million in direct spending into the Oklahoma
City economy, including the largest event, the American
Quarter Horse Youth World Championship that was held
July 28 to Aug. 7. The AQHYW drew more than 53,000
visitors, resulting in $12.3 million in direct spending into
the economy.

Officials at the Oklahoma City Convention &
Visitors Bureau, a division of the Greater Oklahoma
City Chamber that promotes OKC as a first-class visitor
destination, said they were not surprised by those recent
statistics.

“As supporters of the hospitality industry here in
Oklahoma City, the OKC Fairgrounds is instrumental
to the CVB’s success. And I think over the last year and
half during the pandemic, it’s really been underscored
how vital they are to the hospitality community; said
CVB President Zac Craig, who noted that $200 million
in direct spending in 2020 can be attributed to events
held at the fairgrounds. In 2019, prior to the pandemic,
visitors to the fairgrounds spent more than $325 million.

Although there are numerous events held at the
fairgrounds throughout the year, including car shows,
home and garden shows, gun shows, various conventions
and expos, the State Fair and other popular events, the
biggest emphasis has been equine-related events.

“Maybe some of our readers may not be aware that
several of our shows, such as the National Reining Horse
Association Show, draw a sizable international audience.
And so those folks certainly travel, and they stay for a

long length of stay right here in Oklahoma City;” Craig
said. “We are the absolute easiest place, from East Coast
to West Coast, to come to a show if you have to drive
there. And that is something we certainly tout when we
go out and court new shows to Oklahoma City.

Tim O"Toole has personally seen what would amount
to many large herds of horses rolling through the
fairgrounds during his nearly 18 years as president and
CEO of Oklahoma State Fair Inc., the entity charged
with operating the OKC Fairgrounds. He credits the
relationships they and other organizations have forged
over time as well as the quality of facilities available at the
fairgrounds that has led to Oklahoma City being referred
to as the unofficial “Horse Show Capital of the World”

The OKC Fairgrounds boasts 430 acres and includes
multiple buildings of various sizes, enough to hold other
events simultaneously with the large equine events held
in the Norick Arena and barn facilities.

‘Oklahoma City has done an outstanding job of
recruiting equine-related events over the year, and it starts
with the cooperative leadership that has existed for many
years between government, the citizens of Oklahoma City
and the private business sector,” O Toole said.

O’Toole noted that since 2005, more than $160
million worth of improvements have been made to the
equine-livestock facilities and the overall infrastructure
at the fairgrounds, thanks in large part to dedicated funds
coming though the city’s hotel-motel tax.

“The economic impact in the early 2000s was in the
neighborhood of $210 million to $225 million a year; it is
now pushing $350 million a year. In addition, the events
at the fairgrounds generate somewhere in the area of
150,000 to 175,000 hotel room nights a year,” he said.

Shannon Palacios has seen just how much the equine
shows and other events at the fairgrounds mean to
Oklahoma City's economy, in particular the hotel
industry. For the past 22 years, she has served as general
manager at two Oklahoma City hotels, including 21
years at the Hilton Garden Inn at I-40 and Meridian
and this past year at the Embassy Suites on Northwest
Expressway. She said the duration of the shows is what
really can make a difference.

“The one- or two-day events are always nice to see,
but when you have an event that lasts for 10 days, as the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Reach the Chamber’s engaged, active audience of
community and business leaders through available
advertising opportunities in 2022.

With a monthly distribution of more than 8,000 digital
copies, the VeloCity newsletter communicates topics
that are relevant to the business community. Single-
placement ad rates start at $375.

The Public Policy Guide is the only publication
in Oklahoma City that features photos and contact
information for all state and area elected officials,
including district maps. It also features a voting guide,
Chamber PAC information and the Chambers legislative
agenda. Single-placement ad rates start at $1,250.

FAIRGROUNDS IMPACT

(CONT’D FROM PAGE 9)

American Quarter Horse Youth World Championship
did last August, it’s great. It helps with housekeeping and
with payroll. The length-of-stay events are what is really a
life saver for us,” Palacios said.

Construction of a new coliseum at the OKC
Fairgrounds as part of MAPS 4 is expected to begin
during the first half of 2022. The new coliseum will
replace the aging Norick Arena, which has been hosting
basketball tournaments, concerts and equestrian events
for 54 years. Both Craig and O Toole said the new arena
will help continue Oklahoma City’s reputation for
hosting world-class equine events.

“If you look at some of the competitive cities that we
are up against when we court these shows to Oklahoma
City, they continuously improve their products. And we
are grateful to the citizens of Oklahoma City for allowing
us to do the same thing here with the new coliseum from
MAPS 4, Craig said.

This Chamber website drives the conversation in
Oklahoma City about economic development, business
advocacy, lifestyle and more. Advertisers will have the
chance to get in front of an audience that wants to know
what is going on in Oklahoma City. Leaderboard-sized
banner ads are $100 a month or $1,000 for the year, and
sponsored content is available for $4,000.

For more information about advertising with the
Chamber, contact Nate Fisher at 405-297-8936 or
nfisher@okcchamber.com.

VISITORS TO Tl
EXPANSION

This i

‘T always think the best form of flattery is from your
competition,” O’ Toole said, “and I know one of our
competing cities, some of the leaders of that city have
remarked that the initial improvements, the super barn
we built on the property years ago, was a game changer
in the equine world. It caused everyone to up their
game. And most people believe this new coliseum will
be the same thing. It will be a significant upgrade and
improvement for the horse show world”



OKC TAKING STEPS TO
REDUCE HOMELESSNESS

Anyone that has driven in Oklahoma City in recent years
has no doubt noticed what appears to be a significant
increase in the city’s homeless population. Whether

it shows up as more panhandlers on street corners,

more homeless camps popping up across the metro

or more people sleeping under bridges or overpasses,
homelessness is an epidemic that affects many people
and impacts communities.

Last year, just before the
pandemic hit, the City of
Oklahoma City conducted its
annual Point-in-Time Count of
OKC'’s homeless population, and
what it revealed was sobering.
According to the survey, 1,573
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people were experiencing
homelessness, a jump of about
300 people from the 2019 count.
There are many theories about
why the sudden increase, but officials agree those figures

may be much higher today.

Oklahoma City’s approach to homelessness and what
further steps are needed to help combat this pervasive
problem has been a topic of debate and discussion
for some time. In 2019, Mayor David Holt formed
a task force to develop strategies to better approach
homelessness within the community. That report was
recently approved by the City Council and includes 24
different strategies across eight focus areas: advocacy;
transition age youth services; transportation; emergency
and temporary shelter; funding sources; affordable
housing; preventing homelessness; and outreach,
engagement and case management.

Approximately 70 stakeholders were surveyed to
help create those strategies, including the smaller
service providers and several homeless individuals. One
recurring theme throughout the survey was the need for
more affordable housing in Oklahoma City.

“While we have a very affordable housing market
here in Oklahoma City, if you are a family of four living
on $26,000 a year or less, we do not have that kind of

R LESS

s
)

housing available. And that drives our homeless numbers
way more than mental illness, way more than substance
abuse, way more than anything else,” said Dan Straughan,
executive director of the Homeless Alliance.

Jerod Shadid, program manager of homeless services
for the City of Oklahoma City, who guided the study
from start to finish, said, “We are top heavy with
affordable housing in that we have a lot more purchase
housing than we have rental housing here in Oklahoma
City. Our goal with developing this study was to try to
have strategies that would complement what is in MAPS
4 and not just basically do a repeat so that we can get
more people off the street.”

Of the 16 projects included
in MAPS 4, several aim to
reduce and eventually eliminate
homelessness in Oklahoma
City, including a $50 million
investment in true affordable
housing. The investment is
expected to leverage more than
$400 million in funding from
other sources. MAPS 4 also
includes $40 million for two
new mental health crisis centers, a restoration center
with detox and substance abuse services, and temporary
housing for people experiencing mental illness and
homelessness while transitioning out of a crisis center.

For business owners who are struggling with how
to deal with the homeless population on a daily basis,
especially when it involves homeless people damaging
their property or disrupting business, the Oklahoma City
Police Chief Wade Gourley has some tips.

He suggested covering electrical outlets around the
business so transients will have a harder time charging
their cell phones or other devices; installing bright
lighting around the outside of the business to make it
less conducive for sleeping; and replacing more grassy
areas with gravel, which will make it more difficult for
transients to erect tents.

“We want to drive those folks to homeless services that
will get them help and off the streets. The less conducive
we make it around businesses or under overpasses, things
of that nature, then they may be less likely to continue
that type of destructive behavior, Gourley said.



NEW CITY TRAILS AND OTHER
ENHANCEMENTS PROGRESSING

If you are one of many Oklahoma City residents who
enjoy using the city’s trail system as a healthy way to get
someplace or simply as a good way to exercise, you will
be glad to know that the various citywide trails and bike
lane improvements as part of the Better Streets, Safer
City program are getting closer to completion or will
start soon.

There are 13 different trails projects in Better Streets,
Safer City, a program approved by voters in September
2017. Other projects included in the program — street
resurfacing and enhancements, sidewalks and bicycle
infrastructure — are also being paid for by sales taxes.

Eric Wenger, Oklahoma City public works director
and city engineer, explained that trail improvements
tied to Lake Hefner, Lake Overholser and the
Oklahoma River trails have been essentially completed.
Trail projects that are currently underway include
improvements scheduled for Katy Trail, Deep Fork Trail
and an extension at Lake Hefner. Workers will erect new
wayfinding signage on the trails as well.

The Katy Trail runs north-south for seven miles along
NE Grand Blvd between NW 58th St. and NE 10th
before heading west along NE 4th to Lottie Ave. The
Lake Hefner extension will be a new trail constructed
on the northwest side of the lake, connecting Britton
Road to Hefner Road. Those trails, along with many
others across the city, will be the beneficiaries of new
wayfinding signage the city recently approved. The
signage will be installed on trails included in the Better
Streets program. Wenger said some of the bases and
support structures for the wayfinding signage is currently
being constructed at Lake Hefner Trail.

“So if you were to ride that trail or if you are a user
of that trail, you are going to start to see some concrete
foundations poured for some of the new trail markers
that are getting ready to go in,” he said.

One trail that is included in the trail masterplan of
the Better Streets program but has yet to be started is
the Deep Fork Trail, which will eventually connect the
Katy Trail to the Grand Boulevard Trail near [-44 and
Western. A more complicated trail to build and develop,
the Deep Fork Trail is divided into five different phases
that Wenger said will be paid for through multiple
sources, including Better Streets funds, grant funds
and general obligation bond funds. He expects some of
the phases to open before others with total completion
expected to occur sometime between 18 and 24 months.

“Deep Fork Trail is an expensive trail. It's new
construction and has several pedestrian bridges to get
across the tributaries that go into the Deep Fork. The
plans for the different phases are nearing completion and
are expected to bid in the next few months,” Wenger said.

Construction of the Lake Hefner connection that will
connect the existing Lake Hefner Trail system with the
existing trail across the street on the north side of Hefner
Road has not started yet, according to Wenger. He noted
that the design portion of that project is complete, but
the City is still working on acquiring the right of way
necessary to make the connection. He expects bids to go
out in late 2021 or early in 2022.

Wenger believes the biggest single impact for trail
users will be the wayfinding system mentioned earlier.
New signage will have smart phone capability that will



allow trail users to track and find nearby locations when
they are on the trail. The signage has yet to be erected on
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tax projects will be complete or under construction

in 2022. Other projects funded through the geo-bond
portion of the Better Streets, Safer City program will
continue, however. The street resurfacing projects and
sidewalks will be the first to be completed. Trails will

be finished next, followed by bike lanes. The last of the
projects to be finished will be street enhancements due
to their complexity, which include things like on-street
parking, street restriping, trees and landscaping, lighting
and other vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian amenities.
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GRAND OPENINGS

Congratulations to Chamber members on their recent
Grand Openings! To see the schedule of upcoming
Grand Openings or subscribe to the Grand Openings
calendar, visit okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

CSL Plasma Services City & State, LLC deadCenter Film
716 NW 23rd Street 19 NE 6th St. 701 W. Sheridan Ave., Suite 110
OKC OK 73103 OKC OK 73104-1801 OKC OK 73102
HeyDay Entertainment Mollycoddled Hash Slinger KIHOMAC
Bricktown 12100 N. Rockwell Ave., Suite 7 4444 S. Douglas Blvd.
200 S. Oklahoma OKC OK 73162 OKC OK 73150
OKC OK 7310
UBreakiFix Full Sail Capital, LLC
Foundations Direct Care 6308 N. May Ave. 9401 N. Kelley Avenue, Suite B
525 NW 11th St., Suite 110 OKC OK 73112 OKC OK 73131
OKC OK 73103 - 2405




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Businesses who join the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber are part of the largest coalition of businesses in the state and make the Chamber’s work in the
community possible. Each member level is identified on the listing below.

PARTNER+

Blue Sky Bank

Banks

Mr. Gentner F. Drummond..........(918) 287-411
320 S. Boulder Ave.

Tulsa, OK 74103-3402

www.bluesky.bank

PARTNER+

The Climate Control Group, Inc.
Manufacturers

Mr. Kevin C. McNamara......... (405) 766-2213
7300 SW 44th St.

Oklahoma City, OK 73179-4307
www.ccgi-hvac.com

ADVISOR

Oklahoma City Dodgers
Sports Teams
Mr. Michael Byrnes..................(405) 218-1000

2 S. Mickey Mantle Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73104-2433
www.okcdodgers.com

ADVISOR

Possibilities, Inc.

Nonprofit/ Service Agencies

Mr. Byron Jackson............... (405) 525-3131
4301 N. Classen Bivd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73118-5031
www.possibilitiesinc.org

ADVISOR

Snyder Environmental

Environmental Services

Mr. Dylan WalKer ... (888) 353-2080
7705 Northshore Place

North Little Rock, AR 72118-5301
www.snyderenvironmental.com

Spur Design, LLC

Architects

Mr. Seth Cavin.......ccene. (405) 842-6100
312 SW 25th St.

Oklahoma City, OK 73109-5922
www.spur-design.com

EMERGING LEADER J

KIHOMAC, Inc

Aerospace Industries

Ms. Cynthia Morrison......... (405) 823-6790
4444 S. Douglas Blvd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73150-2518
www.kihomac.com

ASSOCIATE

Air Comfort Solutions

Air Condiitioning & Heating Equipment &
Systems

M. Ron Gregory ... (405) 721-3740
908 Messenger Lane

Moore, OK 73160-5960
www.aircomfortsolutions.net

Publication Title: The Point!

Publication Number: 0406-260

Filing Date: 10-07-21

Issue Frequency: Monthly

Number of Issues Published Annually: 12
Annual Subscription Price: Members, $15

NoO oW

Statement of Ownership,
Management and Circulation

Complete Mailing Address of known office of publication:
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, 0K 73102.

ASSOCIATE

AlfordComm

Communication Consultants

Mr. Brian Alford.........wn....(405) 659-7322
16701 Rugosa Rose Drive

Edmond, OK 73012-8455

ASSOCIATE

Starbuck’s at Midtown

Restaurants

Ms. Barbara Millwee................ (405) 231-2910
525 NW Sth St, Suite 105

Oklahoma City, OK 73102

Chick-fil-A @ SSM Health St. Anthony
Restaurants

Ms. Barbara Millwee..
535 NW 9th St, Suite
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

CORE

DesignTunnel
Video Production
Mr. Jimmy Owens.
1 NE 1th Street, Suite
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
www.designtunnel.com

(405)272-8434

(405) 388-9380

CORE

Information Exchange Network, Inc.
Signs & Advertising Displays

Mr. Russell Latenser................(405) 414-7120
4212 Echohollow Trail

Edmond, OK 73025-2919

wwwinex.net

CORE

Junior Achievement of Oklahoma
Nonprofit/ Service Agencies

Ms. Amber Shelton ... (405) 300-1024
PO. Box 57437

Oklahoma City, OK 73157-7437
oklahoma.ja.org

CORE

OKC FRIDAY Newspaper - Nichols
Hills Publishing Co.

Publishers - Newspaper

Ms. Vicki C. GOUrley.....wwn (405) 755-3311
10801 Quail Plaza Drive

Oklahoma City, OK 73120
www.okcfriday.com

CORE

Trade Supply Co

Retail

Mr. Daniel McLoud..................(405) 501-5954
219 S.Klein Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73108-1429
wwwitradesupplyco.com

MEMBER UPGRADES

The following member companies increased their investment
g

in the Chamber, demonstrating strong support of the

Chambers efforts to drive the regions economy.

To increase
on of the

Contact person: Cynihia Reid, Telephone 405.207-8900 your investment, contact the membership di

8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: Greater Oklahoma
City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, 0K 73102
9. Publisher (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, 0K 73102
Editor (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, 0K 73102
Managing Editor (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, 0K 73102
10. Owner: Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Okla. City, 0K 73102
11. Known Bondholders, Mortgages and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding One Percent or More of
Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages or Other Securities: None
12. Tax Status: Has not changed during preceding 12 months
13. Publication Title: The Point!
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October 2021
15. Extent and nature of circulation:

Chamber at 405-297-8949 or membership@okcchamber.com.

ADVISOR

Armstrong Logistics

Logistics / Warehousing & Distribution

Average # Copies Each
Issue During Preceeding
12 Months

# Copies of Single
Issue Published
Nearest to Filing Date

Mr. David E. Hire
4800 W. Point Bivd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73179
www.armstronglogisticscompany.com

(405) 947-8001

A. Total No. of Copies 0

B. 1) Mailed Outside County Paid Subscriptions 0

2.) Mailed In County Paid Subscriptions 0

3.) Paid Distribution Outside the Mail 0
4.) Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail

Through USPS 0

C.  Total Paid Distribution 0

0

0

0

0

0

cooco

D. 1) Free or Nominal Rate Outside County
Copies Included on PS Form 3541

2.) Free or Nominal Rate In County Copies
Included on PS Form 3541

3.) Free or Nominal Copies Mailed at Other
Classes Through the USPS

4.) Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Qutside
the Mail

Total Free of Nominal Rate Distribution

Total Distribution

Copies not Distributed

Total 3,200

Percent Paid

—Tomm




ECONOMIC INDICATORS

GREATER OKLAHOMA CITY HAS FIVE OUT OF THE TOP SIX
FASTEST GROWTH COUNTIES IN THE STATE

GREATER OKC 10-COUNTY POPULATION GROWTH (2010-2020)

County 2010 Population 2020 Population Difference % Change
Canadian 115,541 154,405 38,864 33.60%
McClain 34,506 41,662 7156 20.70%
Logan 41,848 49,555 7,707 18.40%
Cleveland 255,755 295,528 39,773 15.60%
Oklahoma 718,633 796,292 77,659 10.80%
Payne 77,350 81,646 4,296 5.60%
Grady 52,431 54,795 2,364 4.50%
Pottawatomie 69,442 72,454 3,012 4.30%
Kingfisher 15,034 15,184 150 1.00%
Lincoln 34,273 33,458 -815 -2.40%

Source: 2020 U.S. Census
«  From 2010-2020, five counties from the Greater

Oklahoma City Region were among the top six

fastest-growing counties in Oklahoma. (Canadian,
Logan, McClain, Cleveland, Oklahoma County)

Canadian County is the fastest-growing county in
Oklahoma and 27th-fastest in the nation.

STOP RANSOMWARE
BEFORE IT STARTS

«  The Oklahoma City metro grew by more than
170,000 people over the last decade, growing
by 14%.

«  Out of the 40 metros larger than Oklahoma City,
OKC is growing at a faster rate than two-thirds
of them.

«  Oklahoma City is now one of only 14 cities in the
U.S. to add over 100,000 people since 2010.

For comprehensive Economic With randsomware attacks on the rise, the best
Indicators way to protect your business is by preventing an
and Regional Data, attack in the first place. Train your employees
please visit your Greater with our free webinar at DontClickSeminar.com

S, religlelClity Cham‘b‘er‘ =l Assess your network for threats by contacting
Development Division at the experts at at

greateroklahomacity.com or contact 844.350.0384 or NSGl.com.
Eric Long, Research Economist —
405-297-8976;
elong@okcchamber.com
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Corner to corner,
outside or in, we have
the right WiFi solutions
for your business.

Are you looking for wall-to-wall WiFi coverage? How about a secure
guest network indoors and out? Or maybe all of the above. Whatever
your business needs, Cox Business has the technology solutions to
make it happen. After working with businesses big and small, we're
ready to work with you.

« Extensive coverage up to 1 million square feet

« Network security designed to protect against cyber threats

 Secure private and guest networks

« Flexible plan options that fit your WiFi needs

COX

BUSINESS®

Call (800) 530-0449 or visit coxbusiness.com/wifi

Services are provided subject to Cox Business General Terms found at cox.com/policies. Other restrictions apply. Visit coxbusiness.com for details. © 2021 Cox Communications Inc. All rights reserved. PAD107893-0008



