
SJ Innovations, LLC (SJI) was named the fastest-growing 
privately held company in the Greater Oklahoma City 
metro at last month’s Metro 50 Awards. Nearly 700 
attendees gathered to celebrate the 50 fastest-growing 
privately held companies in the region at the annual 
event, where WeGoLook and Monterey Construction 
received the second- and third-place awards. 

SJI, which provides information systems and technical 
communications support, made its first appearance on the 
Metro 50 List this year after growing its revenues by more 
than 5,000 percent from 2014 to 2016. The company has 
207 employees and is headquartered in Oklahoma City. 

“Since SJ Innovations is a service business it’s really 
about providing a service that your customer views as 
a good value,” said Sacia Johnson, CEO of SJI. “Our 
success comes from sharing that simple principle with our 
employees, who in turn try to create a great value for the 
customer as well.” 

With the second-fastest growth, WeGoLook is making 
its second appearance on the Metro 50 List. WeGoLook 
calls itself the “Uber of inspections” because it uses an 
on-demand workforce to gather and validate information. 
The company originally launched to give consumers 
more confidence in their online purchases but has since 
expanded to include business-to-business applications. 
From 2014 to 2016, WeGoLook has increased revenue 
by 862 percent and has added 101 jobs for a total of 116 
team members. 

“I attribute our success to our team,” said Robin 
Smith, CEO of WeGoLook. “WeGoLook is a pioneer 
in the sharing economy, but we wouldn’t be successful in 
changing the way the world works without our amazing 
team making it happen.”

Third-place winner Monterey Construction, who 
increased revenues by 721 percent from 2014 to 2016, 
has revolutionized the custom home building process 

On Sept 12, residents of Oklahoma City voted to invest $1.2 billion in a 
safer, better Oklahoma City. Comprised of a general election bond package 
and two sales tax proposals, the approved ballot items will invest $847 
million in rebuilding and improving Oklahoma City’s streets, hire 129 more 
police officers and 57 more firefighters, and improve overall quality of life 
and city infrastructure by investing in parks, libraries, transit, economic 
development and more. Efforts to pass the bond and sales tax proposals 
were driven by the Chamber-led Coalition for a Better OKC. 

“By approving all 15 ballot items, Oklahoma City residents proved that 
they want to continue Oklahoma City’s momentum and ensure its success,” 
said Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett, chair of the Coalition for a 
Better OKC. “The general obligation bond and sales tax proposals will have 
a significant impact on both the condition of Oklahoma City’s roads and 
the safety of residents.”
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Continued on page 15

The approved general obligation bond and 
sales tax proposals will invest $1.2 billion 
in Oklahoma City’s streets, public safety 
and infrastructure needs. 

OKC Residents Vote YES for a Safer, Better Oklahoma City

SJI Awarded Top Honor at Metro 50 Awards

Continued on page 14



Criminal Justice Reform Continues in Oklahoma 
County, Statewide
Since late 2015, the Chamber’s Oklahoma County 
Criminal Justice Reform Task Force has led the call for 
smart and safe criminal justice reform in Oklahoma 
County. Since that time, the task force engaged the Vera 
Institute of Justice to understand the factors that drive 
the jail’s population. The task force found that 75 percent 
of arrests are for a misdemeanor or lower crimes and 80 
percent of people brought into the Oklahoma County 
jail are under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol. There 
are few diversion programs for mental health or substance 
abuse treatment. Vera also found that the accrual of fines 
and fees keep lower-income people in jail longer than 
their charge would indicate. 

After a more in-depth study spanning nine months, the 
task force released key findings and recommendations 
in December 2016. Read on for a recap of how 
the Chamber’s criminal justice reform task force is 
implementing some of these recommendations to reduce 
the number of people in the Oklahoma County jail. 

Establishing a permanent oversight body 

As a central recommendation of the report, establishing 
a permanent oversight body is key to implementing other 
criminal justice reforms. An inter-local agreement between 
Oklahoma County, the City of Oklahoma City, the City 
of Edmond and the City of Midwest City to create the 
Oklahoma County Criminal Justice Advisory Council 
(CJAC) has been approved by all four government bodies. 
The 19-member advisory council plans to begin meeting 
in the fall.

Examining bail and pre-trial practices

The task force assembled a committee specifically to 
address the recommendations around bail and pre-trial 
practices. With leadership from committee chair Judge 
Cindy Truong, there has been a significant increase 
in nonfinancial releases and a much quicker approval 
process. Court Services, a pre-trial services agency, 
increased staff hours at the jail to include some weekend 
coverage and two judges are on call seven days a week to 
consider releasing individuals under recognizance or with 
conditional release bonds. 

As a result, there have been 397 releases approved 
in just under one-and-a-half months, compared to 
around 100-120 per month previously. Additionally, 

32 people have been released to a new pretrial program 
from The Education and Employment Ministry 
(TEEM). The Oklahoma County district attorney and 
public defender have agreed on a list of minor offenses 
for which automatic recognizance release would be 
authorized. That has been approved by Presiding Judge 
Timothy Henderson and is awaiting approval from the 
Administrative Office of the Court. 

Pursuing partnerships with the community

To help build local capacity for data collection and 
analysis, the task force established a working relationship 
with the University of Central Oklahoma’s School of 
Criminal Justice and has agreed on some initial projects. 
One professor and her students will be doing a study 
of bond forfeiture and bond surrender issues, and three 
others have agreed to do a comprehensive assessment of 
the jail data system’s capabilities. There is good potential 
for an ongoing partnership between the CJAC and UCO 
for data analysis projects.

State-level reform efforts

The task force also recommended two bills to be 
considered by the Legislature earlier in 2017 during the 
regular legislative session. One of the measures, SB 342 
by Sen. David Holt (R-Oklahoma City), was signed into 
law by Gov. Fallin on May 25. SB 342 will create a task 
force to assess existing laws, policies and practices related 
to fines, fees and costs assessed on those interacting with 
the criminal justice system to determine the impact on 
jail and prison populations. Chamber President and CEO 
Roy H. Williams has been appointed chair to the task 
force.

Impact on the county jail population

Before the task force started its work, the population 
of the Oklahoma County jail averaged 2,581 people. In 
September 2017, that number fell to 1,935 – something 
that hasn’t happened for a decade or more. It is likely that 
much of the decrease from 2015 to mid-2017 is due to 
Oklahoma City’s 26 percent reduction in jail bookings for 
municipal charges, while the more recent decrease appears 
to be largely a result of the increased pretrial releases. 

To stay updated on the work of the Oklahoma County 
CJAC, sign up for updates at www.smartsafeokco.com. 
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What we share with Columbus
I came to the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber from 
Columbus, Ohio, 15 years ago this year, and just last 
month I had the opportunity to revisit Columbus during 
the Chamber’s InterCity Visit. You can read more about 
the topics we covered on that trip in this issue of the 
POINT!, but I wanted to mention one aspect that both 
cities share that has led to success.

In Columbus, we heard from multiple civic and 
business leaders on their city’s rise to prominence and 
almost every speaker mentioned one ingredient: the 
people of Columbus. Culturally, Columbus is known for cooperation. When 
making important decisions and investments in the future, people with different 
backgrounds and experiences can come to the table and reach a conclusion 
that benefits the city as a whole. That key factor has led to incredible growth in 
Columbus, resulting in $1 billion in proposed investment in their downtown and 
a robust and diverse economy.

In Oklahoma City’s accomplishments, the ability of our people to band together 
to create solutions played a role in all of them. We see it in the development and 
implementation of the MAPS projects. We are seeing it in our county’s efforts at 
criminal justice reform. It is embedded in our culture, and that is something that 
money cannot buy. Oklahoma City’s people are its greatest resource and, as we see 
in Columbus, that is key to rising to prominence. 
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WE ARE OKLAHOMANS. OUR GOAL IS TO HELP MAKE OUR STATE A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND RAISE A FAMILY.

Why does it matter? Because 90% of OKC adults have turned to The Oklahoman for accurate local 
news, entertainment and sports coverage.

They know The Oklahoman offers the state’s biggest team of award-winning journalists, who deliver 
more news, entertainment and sports coverage and deeper analysis than any other local news brand.

Looking for comprehensive, accurate and award-winning local news?  Maybe its time to get to know 
The Oklahoman.

MORE OKLAHOMANS ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE OKLAHOMAN 
THAN ANY OTHER LOCAL NEWS BRAND.

Join us today in supporting quality local journalism by subscribing at OklahomaUnfolded.com



Chamber Releases 2017 Legislative Scorecard

I = Senator Fry missed half the votes due to a family consideration.
“*” = Resigned
NG = No Grade
“***” = Five bonus points awarded if a legislator did not sign CCR to SB 6 “Open Carry Without a 
License,” or if they carried either the Governor’s Criminal Justice or the Chamber’s Criminal Justice 
Task Force bills. Therefore, a legislator receiving more than “100” would have received bonus 
points.

Senator Party District 2017 
RIED

2017 
OKC

Bice, Stephanie R 22 100% 100%

Dugger, Tom R 21 100% 100%

Floyd, Kay*** D 46 59% 75%

Fry, Jack*** R 42 46% 35%

Griffin, A.J. R 20 100% 100%

Holt, David*** R 30 95% 100+%

Jech, Darcy R 26 79% 83%

McCortney, Greg R 13 90% 90%

Paxton, Lonnie R 23 100% 93%

Pittman, Anastasia D 48 64% 90%

Pugh, Adam*** R 41 100% 95%

Schulz, Mike R 38 100% 76%

Scott, Paul R 43 69% 70%

Sharp, Ron R 17 100% 90%

Smalley, Jason R 28 90% 90%

Sparks, John D 16 41% 66%

Standridge, Rob R 15 62% 53%
Sykes, Anthony R 24 56% 43%

Treat, Greg R 47 90% 95%

Yen, Ervin R 40 90% 100%

Representative Party District 2017 
RIED

2017 
OKC

Babinec, Greg R 33 90% 96%

Baker, Rhonda R 60 100% 86%

Bennett, Forrest D 92 69% 60%

Biggs, Scott R 51 95% 79%

Calvey, Kevin R 82 64% 56%

Casey, Dennis R 35 74% 80%

Cleveland, Bobby R 20 79% 86%

Cockroft, Josh R 27 100% 96%

Derby, Dale R 74 85% 63%

Dollens, Mickey D 93 59% 70%

Downing, Tim R 42 90% 69%

Dunnington, Jason D 88 44% 70%

Echols, Jon R 90 85% 100%

Enns, John R 41 85% 79%

Ford, Roger R 95 95% 100%

Griffith, Claudia D 45 59% 73%

Hall, Elise R 100 100% 100%

Inman, Scott D 94 69% 70%

Jordan, John Paul R 43 90% 76%

Kannady, Chris R 91 95% 86%

Kerbs, Dell R 26 100% 100%

Lowe, Jason D 97 38% 42%

Martin, Scott R 46 90% 100%

Martinez, Ryan R 39 95% 89%

McBride, Mark R 53 85% 96%

McCall, Charles R 22 100% 96%

McDaniel, Randy R 83 100% 96%

McEntire, Marcus R 50 85% 89%

Moore, Lewis R 96 85% 90%

Munson, Cyndi D 85 64% 80%

Murphey, Jason R 31 51% 26%

Osborn, Leslie R 47 85% 96%

Osburn, Mike R 81 95% 86%

Perryman, David D 56 67% 76%

Pfeiffer, John R 38 90% 79%

Russ, Todd R 55 79% 93%

Sanders, Mike R 59 90% 86%

Stone, Shane D 89 44% 33%

Teague, Tess R 101 95% 82%

Virgin, Emily D 44 69% 63%

Walke, Collin D 87 69% 70%

Wallace, Kevin R 32 85% 79%

West, Tammy R 84 95% 96%

Williams, Cory D 34 44% 36%

Wright, Harold R 57 90% 96%

Young, George D 99 69% 80%

To keep its members informed on the issues at the 
State Capitol, the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
released its 2017 Legislative Scorecard this month. 
The scorecard includes information prepared by 
the statewide Research Institute for Economic 
Development (RIED) to identify elected officials’ 
votes on issues important to the business community. 
Alongside the RIED scores, the Chamber also assigns 
a score to legislators based on priority issues advocated 
by the Chamber during the legislative session.
The following charts represent voting records for State 
House and Senate leadership and elected officials from 
the Chamber’s 10-county partnership region. Scores 
are based on issues identified by the Chamber and 
RIED scores for 2017. View RIED scores for previous 
years at www.riedreport.com, and view the Chamber’s 
scorecard for elected officials statewide at  
www.okcchamber.com/scorecard.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

State of the Economy: Nov. 15
Hear directly from leading international futurist Jim 
Carroll and an expert panel of local economists on 
regional economic trends at the Chamber’s State of the 
Economy on Nov. 15 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. 

Carroll, the keynote speaker, is an expert in trends and 
innovation. He is recognized worldwide as a thought 
leader and authority on global trends, rapid business 
model change, business transformation during economic 
uncertainty and the necessity for fast-paced innovation.

Regional economists will bring the discussion to a 
local and state level, giving their interpretation on the 
current economy. Panelists include: 

Robert Dauffenbach, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean 
for Economic Development and Impact and Director of 
the Center for Economic and Management Research at 
Price College of Business, University of Oklahoma.

Russell Evans, Ph.D., Executive Director of the 
Steven C. Agee Economic Research and Policy Institute 
at Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma City 
University.

Mickey Hepner, Ph.D., Professor of Economics at 
the College of Business, University of Central Oklahoma

Dan Rickman, Ph.D., Regents Professor of 
Economics at the Spears School of Business, Oklahoma 
State University

Tables of eight are available for $1,250. For 
information, visit www.okcchamber.com/events. Special 
thanks to Signature Sponsor Arvest Bank and Signature 
Event Sponsors Central Liquor Company, Devon Energy 
Corporation, Enable Midstream Partners, Hobby Lobby, 
and Walmart District Office of Public Affairs. 

Tee off at Chamber Golf Tournaments 
Treat your clients and contacts to a round of golf at the 
Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club at the Chamber’s 
upcoming golf tournament on Oct. 9, 16 or 23. With 
three days to choose from in October, the Chamber 
Golf Tournament is an excellent opportunity to promote 
your business through networking and sponsorship 
recognition. 

Each day’s tournaments will field 36 four-person 
teams playing a scramble format with a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. Teams will enjoy 18 holes of golf, putting green 
and driving range privileges, goody bags, breakfast, 
snacks and lunch. First-, second- and third-place winners 
in all three flights receive prizes at the awards luncheon.

To register your team, visit www.okcchamber.com/
golf. Special thanks to Signature Sponsor INSURICA. 
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MegaLunch: Nov. 8
Take a break from sales calls and maximize your networking 
in a unique way at the Chamber’s upcoming MegaLunch 
on Nov. 8 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Gaillardia Country 
Club. To help members spread the word about their business 
at MegaLunch, a computerized rotation schedule guides 
members around tables where they present a 90-second pitch 
to other attendees.

At the end of the event, attendees will walk away with 
connections with dozens of people from Chamber member 
businesses. Due to the unique format of this event, only one 
person per member company can attend.

Tickets are $40, and advance registration is required. 
For more information or to make reservations, please 
email register@okcchamber.com. The deadline to register is 3 
business days prior to the event.

Special thanks to MegaLunch Host Sponsor Gaillardia 
Country Club. 

Oct. 6
Navy Birthday Ball 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chevy 
Bricktown Events 
Center, 429 E California 
Ave. 

Oct. 9, 16 or 23
Golf Tournament
Time: 9 a.m. shotgun 
start
Location: Oklahoma 
City Golf & Country 
Club, 7000 NW Grand 
Blvd. 

Oct. 10
Member Orientation
Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Location: OCCC 
Capitol Hill Center, 325 
SW 25th St. 

Oct. 26
SchmoozaPalooza
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: State Fair 
Park, Oklahoma Expo 
Hall, 3213 Wichita Walk

Nov. 8
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Gaillardia 
Country Club, 5300 
Gaillardia Blvd.

Nov. 14
Member Orientation 
Time: 8:30 to 10 a.m.
Location: Chamber 
offices, 123 Park Ave.

Nov. 14
Sunset Reception 
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: Hilton 
Garden Inn Oklahoma 
City Midtown, 2809 
Northwest Expressway

Nov. 15
State of the Economy
Time: 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.
Location: National 
Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum

UPCOMING EVENTS

Asset Management

Personal Trust

Employee Retirement Plans

Investment Consulting

“Invest in tomorrow.
InvesTrust today.”

405 843 7177

“Invest in tomorrow.
InvesTrust today.”

Asset Management

Personal Trust

Employee Retirement Plans

Investment Consulting

(405) 843-7177
investrust.com
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Gather with Oklahoma City’s business 
professionals for Oklahoma City’s most 
entertaining networking trade show! From 
making new contacts and promoting your 
business to sampling local restaurants and 
winding down after work with a drink, 
SchmoozaPalooza will maximize your 
networking experience in a fun and casual 
atmosphere. 

A $10 ticket per person includes one drink 
ticket and a fun way to meet new friends 
and customers. Want to invite coworkers 
and contacts to SchmoozaPalooza? Get the 
PaloozaSpecial and save! Email register@
okcchamber.com to purchase a package. 
PaloozaSpecials must be purchased in advance 
and include:

- Four tickets, get two more free

- 10 tickets, get five more free

- 20 tickets, get 10 more free

Maximize your SchmoozaPalooza 
experience by exhibiting at the event, an 
opportunity exclusive to Chamber member 
companies. A $300 exhibitor booth includes 
a 10’ x 10’ draped space, eight-foot draped 
table, two chairs and a professionally printed 
sign. For maximum exposure, 10’ x 20’ 
spaces with two eight-foot tables are available 
for $600. Reserve your booth space now by 
emailing register@okcchamber.com or by 
registering online at www.okcchamber.com/
schmooza. 

Are you a restaurant or caterer and want 
to showcase your signature dish to the best 
of OKC? Food sponsorships are available! 
Email register@okcchamber.com for more 
information. Special thanks to Host Sponsor 
Oklahoma State Fair, Inc. 

Spooktacular SchmoozaPalooza is back!
Oct. 26, 4 to 7 p.m. | State Fair Park, Oklahoma Expo Hall

START SCHMOOZING TODAY! 
#schmoozapalooza

Text BOO to 71441 
to win prizes.
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At SchmoozaPalooza, you will…

Meet new clients 
and make a sale. 

Sample food from 
Oklahoma City’s best 
restaurants and caterers.

Enjoy the Schmooza 
signature drink with a 
$10 ticket purchase. 

Enjoy live 
entertainment.

Show off your best 
Halloween style with 
a costume and booth 
decorating contest. 

Play networking games 
and win prizes.
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The Oklahoma City Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(CVB), a division of the Chamber, wrapped up another 
successful fiscal year for Oklahoma City’s visitor industry 
on June 30. The Oklahoma City CVB’s fiscal 2017 work 
in tourism promotion led to a year-end projected direct 
spending of over $333.5 million in current and future 
business. 

Oklahoma City’s momentum during the 2017 fiscal 
year led to the highest number of room nights ever 
booked at 393,574 and the highest number of sales 
leads room nights in the CVB’s history at 495,972. 
The excitement created by the approval of the Omni 
Convention Center Hotel project, the ongoing 
development of the new Oklahoma City Convention 
Center, the progress on the new streetcar system and 
Scissortail Park, the addition of the Bennett Event 
Center to event space offerings at Oklahoma State Fair 
Park, and the significant private development that is 
taking place in Oklahoma City continues to create 
growth for Oklahoma City’s convention and visitor 
industry. 

The CVB also marketed Oklahoma City as a visitor 
destination, hosting 36 travel writers and completing 
146 media pitches and 23 story assists during the 2017 
fiscal year. To support a positive visitor experience, the 
CVB held 11 Certified Tourism Ambassador training 
events, resulting in 269 active CTA members in the 
Greater Oklahoma City metro area. 

Customer satisfaction surveys measuring Oklahoma 
City as a destination, the CVB as an organization and 
local industry partners averaged an overall satisfaction 
rating of 97 percent for the year.

“Oklahoma City has made a name for itself as a prime 
destination for events and leisure visitors, making the 
tourism industry a major contributor to the Oklahoma 
City economy,” said Natalie Shirley, Oklahoma State 
University-Oklahoma City, vice chair of convention and 
visitor development for the Chamber. “The ongoing 
development of new attractions and facilities will only 
increase the impact of this industry in the future.”

OKC Convention and Visitor Industry  
Remains Strong

Four Metro Locations  |  Statewide Mobile Mammography  |  3-D Mammography  |  Breast MRI  |  Breast Ultrasound  |  BreastHealthNetwork.com

BE TRUE TO ALL OF YOU
WITH AN ANNUAL MAMMOGRAM

Digital mammography is a powerful tool in catching breast cancer early – when it’s 
most treatable and curable. Advanced imaging, including 3-D mammography and MRI, 
give the experts at Breast Health Network the precision and accuracy to see clearly, 
detect early and give you the power of peace of mind.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month – so if you’re 40 and over, schedule a 
mammogram today and make this once-a-year investment in your lifelong health. 
We help make it easy with four metro locations and a statewide mobile 
mammography program to keep Oklahoma women alive and well.
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Visitor Industry by the Numbers
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GROWING 
STRONGER 
TOGETHER

Say goodbye to being a patient and hello to getting back to being healthy.  

That is exactly what LIVESTRONG® AT THE YMCA does. This free 12-week 

YMCA-funded program supports cancer survivors through small group physical 

activity and emotional support. 

LIVESTRONG® AT THE YMCA works with survivors and their support partner to:

• Build Strength

• Increase Endurance

• Increase Flexibility

By focusing on the whole person and not the disease, LIVESTRONG® AT THE 

YMCA helps survivors move beyond cancer in spirit, mind and body.

• Reduce Side Effects of Treatment

• Improve Energy Levels and Self-Esteem

• Improve Quality of Life

YMCAOKC.ORG/LIVESTRONG

Chamber’s InterCity Visit Shows Similarities with Columbus
Leadership from the Chamber recently attended an 
Intercity Visit to Columbus, Ohio. Much like Oklahoma 
City, Columbus has its own story of revival and 
reinvestment. And attendees learned that Columbus’s 
work has been a success: Columbus is one of the 
fastest-growing metros in the United States and is 
ranked No. 1 for population growth, job growth, GDP 
growth and wage growth. Columbus has 2.1 million 
people, five Fortune 500 companies, 15 Fortune 1000 
headquarters companies and an incredibly diversified 
economy, with no industry accounting for more than 
19 percent of employment. And with $1 billion in 
proposed investment downtown and $734 million in 
investment under construction, Columbus is continuing 
its momentum. Read on for part one of a recap of 
what Oklahoma City leaders learned from leaders in 
Columbus about their city’s rise to prominence.

Changing a city’s image

Much like Oklahoma City’s history, Columbus’s 
downtown area fell into disrepair in the 1990s. 
According to former Columbus Mayor Michael 

Coleman, their downtown was a dangerous place to 
be outside of business hours, the river was smelly and 
unusable, and no one lived downtown. With decades 
of division between the neighborhoods, downtown was 
a low priority. Mayor Coleman formulated a plan that 
focused on reclaiming a dying downtown shopping mall 
with a community park and residential developments. 

Many people thought to invest in downtown 
Columbus was crazy, but businesses located there made 
up 25 percent of the regional economy and they had 
great potential to grow. Coleman started by creating a 
sense of ownership from Columbus’s neighborhoods. 
“Downtown was everybody’s neighborhood,” Coleman 
said.

With major public-private partnerships now 
complete, downtown Columbus is a symbol of the 
community’s ability to work together. “I cannot say 
I did all of this,” Coleman said. “It took the courage 
of the community to come together and engage in a 
collaboration.”
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We challenge 
you to 
challenge us. 

405.608.2702
commercebank.com

© 2017 Commerce Bancshares, Inc.

At Commerce Bank, we think you should demand more from 
a financial services provider. You need someone that works 
to understand your situation and present solutions that make 
sense. Whether it’s equipment financing, real estate, fraud 
prevention or payment solutions, we’re here to take on your 
toughest challenges.

WF76811 The Point ads_We challenge & More Business ads 7.5 x 4.91.indd   1 9/6/2017   11:44:07 AM

Bringing everyone to the table

Doug Kridler, president and CEO of the Columbus 
Foundation, brought diverse voices to the table when 
he managed a branding initiative that helped define 
Columbus for the world at large. Instead of telling 
Columbus what its brand was, Kridler and his team 
“distilled the citizens’ input, making the effort authentic 
and coauthored,” he said. 

Their research identified Columbus as “smart and 
open,” with a focus on openness as their first initiative. 
Other groups took the brand and put their own spin 
on it. “There are a lot of voices that make up the true, 
authentic voice of the community,” Kridler said. “The 
more you honor those, the more hands you have on 
deck.”

In honoring all voices, Kridler acknowledged one of 
Columbus’s most pressing challenges: its high rate of 
poverty.  Columbus’s current poverty rate is 17.1 percent 
of its population, a number that has grown steadily 
since 1970. While Columbus has a low unemployment 
rate, many of those jobs pay near the livable wage 
rate, if not below. Kridler said that the Foundation is 

leading a conversation with all community members 
about addressing poverty, with a focus on education. 
“Education is really the only way out of poverty,” Kridler 
said. “But people in poverty only focus on survival, so 
you have to find other touch points so people can get in 
that headspace.” 

Focusing on talent

Like Oklahoma City, Columbus is working to 
increase the number of trained individuals in its 
workforce pool to meet the growing demands of 
companies. “We don’t have enough people with the right 
skills to meet our demand,” said Tim Harman, director 
of talent acquisitions for Columbus 2020. 

Harman works with a state-funded workforce 
initiative called JobsOhio to help workers in central 
Ohio update their obsolete skill set. In addition to 
providing training for current employees, Harman 
believes that you have to start with the education system 
to provide a solid future workforce. “Winning at talent is 
winning at training, and it starts at the elementary level,” 
Harman said. 
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by pioneering a new custom construction model that 
allows their customers to consistently earn five figures in 
new equity building the home of their dreams. Monterey 
Construction has also been recognized as one the fastest-
growing companies in the country by Inc. Magazine.

“In addition to providing one of the strongest and 
most stable economic environments in the nation, the 
culture of OKC is ideal for our business style,” said Chris 
Edwards, president of Monterey Construction. “People 
are what matter most and what we do best, and the 
residents of OKC value and emphasize one another more 
than just about anywhere else I’ve ever been.” 

Of the 50 winners, 32 of them had appeared on the 
Metro 50 list at least once in previous years. With its 
eighth appearance on the list, AtLink Services, LLC, is 
this year’s Metro 50 Sustainer, a designation that celebrates 
winners who have appeared on the list at least seven times 
in the past 10 years. 

Metro 50 is sponsored by American Fidelity Assurance 
Company/INSURICA, Bank of Oklahoma, Cox 
Business, EY, Express Employment Professionals, The 
Journal Record Publishing Company, OGE Energy Corp. 
and the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber.

Metro 50 continued

An investment in 
Human Capital

Your organization’s employees are 

among its greatest assets. Putting 

OU Physicians Corporate Health and 

Wellness to work for you can help 

promote better health and increase 

retention of these valued workers.

Find out how our program can help 

your organization decrease healthcare costs, reduce absenteeism, 

increase productivity and decrease sick leave through the following 

programs:

• Executive Physicals    • On-site Biometric Screenings 
• Health Risk Assessments    • Wellness Classes 

• On-site Health Clinic
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www.oumedicine.com/wellness

For more information, call (405) 271-1486 or visit

CORPORATE HEALTH
& WELLNESS PROGRAM

Metro 50 Winners Celebrated (cont’d from page1)
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Statement of Ownership,  
Management and Circulation

1. 	 Publication Title: The Point!
2.	 Publication Number: 0406-260
3.	 Filing Date: 9-21-16
4.	 Issue Frequency: Monthly
5.	 Number of Issues Published Annually: 12
6.	 Annual Subscription Price: Members, $5
7.	 Complete Mailing Address of known office of publication:  

Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK  73102.  
Contact person: Cynthia Reid, Telephone 405-297-8900.

8.	 Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK  73102

9.	 Publisher (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,  
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK  73102

	 Editor (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,  
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK  73102

	 Managing Editor (Name & complete mailing address): Cynthia Reid,  
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK  73102

10.	 Owner: Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, 123 Park Ave., Okla. City, OK  73102
11.	 Known Bondholders, Mortgages and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding One Percent or More of 

Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages or Other Securities:  None
12.	 Tax Status: Has not changed during preceding 12 months
13.	 Publication Title: The Point!
14.	 Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October 2016
15.	 Extent and nature of circulation:
 Average # Copies Each # Copies of Single	
 Issue During Preceeding Issue Published	
 12 Months  Nearest to Filing Date	
  
 A. Total No. of Copies  5,475 5,250
 B. 1.) Mailed Outside County Paid Subscriptions 650 632
  2.) Mailed In County Paid Subscriptions 5250 5106
  3.) Paid Distribution Outside the Mail 0 0
  4.) Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail
       Through USPS 0 0
 C. Total Paid Distribution 5,250 5,106
 D. 1.) Free or Nominal Rate Outside County
       Copies Included on PS Form 3541 0 0
  2.) Free or Nominal Rate In County Copies
       Included on PS Form 3541 0 0
  3.) Free or Nominal Copies Mailed at Other
       Classes Through the USPS 0 0
  4.) Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Outside
       the Mail 150 125
 E. Total Free of Nominal Rate Distribution 150 125
 F. Total Distribution 5,400 5,231
 G. Copies not Distributed 75 19
 H. Total 5,475 5,250
 I. Percent Paid 97% 98%

Oklahoma City’s average property tax rate will 
remain unchanged at 16 mills. As of Jan. 1, the new 
overall sales tax for Oklahoma City will be 8.625 
percent, below the state average of 8.86 percent. The 
temporary penny sales tax extension takes effect Jan. 
1, the day after the MAPS 3 penny sales tax expires on 
Dec. 31. 

“Our success at the polls would not have been 
possible without the members of the coalition, and 
most importantly, the Oklahoma City residents who 
voted yes on all 15 ballot items,” said former Oklahoma 
City Mayor Ron Norick, who also co-chaired the 
coalition. “Thank you to everyone who made this 
$1.2 billion investment possible. Your dedication 
to Oklahoma City will continue to reap benefits for 
generations to come.” 

$1.2 million to be invested 
in streets, public safety 
(cont’d from page 1)

15

Oc
to

be
r 2

01
7 G

re
at

er
 O

kla
ho

ma
 C

ity
 C

ha
mb

er
 Th

e P
OI

NT
! 



Preparing for Life

Contact the DBC for more information.  
See how our custom topics and solutions can help 

meet your leadership development needs.

100 N. Broadway • Third floor • 405.595.4090 
Downtown@MetroTech.edu     MetroTech.edu/DBC

A Leadership, Education and Development program 
Presented by the Metro Tech Downtown Business Campus

The best leaders know themselves and effortlessly 
practice the core skills of effective leadership.

Join us to realize your potential as one of the greats.

Metro LEAD can be the difference for you and your organization. 

With a high-quality learning experience and affordable fee, it will 
give your business the knowledge and tools to strengthen your 
leadership and organizational performance and take individual 
careers to the next level. 

Don’t miss this unique opportunity. 
The inaugural class begins January 2018.

Premiere Leadership Training

144-7-PROD MTDBC ChamberOctoberPOINT LEAD Ad_8.5x11b.indd   1 9/8/17   1:41 PM
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Centennial Business Center
Real Estate
Ms. Cindy Murillo................... 606-6077 
3815 N Santa Fe Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118

Creative Circle Promotions
Advertising - Specialties
Ms. Melissa McCoy................ 605-2621 
4111 N Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105

First United Bank
Banks
Mr. Mitchell Aldridge.............. 579-7000 
10731 S Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73170-6206
www.firstunitedbank.com

First United Bank
Banks
Mr. David Koehn.................... 636-4500 
6000 S Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73139
www.firstunitedbank.com

Lead Investor	
Freddy’s Frozen Custard  
& Steakburgers
Restaurants
Ms. Desi Conner.................... 840-5544 
7401 N May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73116-3201
www.freddysusa.com

Freddy’s Frozen Custard  
& Steakburgers
Restaurants
Ms. Desi Conner.................... 728-4354 
7010 W Hefner Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73162
www.freddysusa.com

Freddy’s Frozen Custard  
& Steakburgers
Restaurants
Ms. Desi Conner.................... 751-2533 
12900 N Pennsylvania Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.freddysusa.com

Freddy’s Frozen Custard  
& Steakburgers
Restaurants
Ms. Desi Conner.................... 692-7979 
9000 S Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73139-2723
www.freddysusa.com

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Hotels & Motels
Mr. Rohit Patel.............. (817) 800-9554 
7817 S Walker Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73132

Lead Investor	
IHOP
Restaurants
Mr. Fuad Najib....................... 753-9800 
2624 W Memorial Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.ihop.com

IHOP 1917
Restaurants
Ms. Stephanie Cloukia........... 840-4467 
5201 N Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118
www.ihop.com

LT’s Cafe & Catering
Restaurants
Mr. Larry Taylor...................... 232-3332 
119 N Robinson Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-4613

LifeShare Foundation
Nonprofit / Service Agencies
Ms. Katy Smith...................... 840-5551 
4705 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK  73132-5213
www.lifeshareok.org

Lift Professional Counseling Co.
Counseling Services
Mr. Dustin Choate.................. 342-0714 
101 Park Ave., Suite 1300
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-7216
www.liftpc.co

MAC Systems
Fire Protection Equipment / Supplies / 
Monitoring
Mr. Mike Graham................... 842-7900 
101 NE 138th St.
Edmond, OK  73013-7106
www.macsystems.com

OKC Lifestyle Magazine
Publishers - Magazine
Mr. Brian Ihnat....................... 673-8899 
www.okclifestylepubs.com

Board of Advisors	
Oklahoma State Firefighters  
Museum and Memorial
Associations / Membership Organizations
Mr. Steve Lumry..................... 424-1452 
2716 NE 50th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73111
www.osfa.info

Board of Advisors	
OneNet
Internet Services
Mr. Vonley Royal..................... 225-9444 
655 Research Parkway, Suite 200
Oklahoma City, OK  73104
www.onenet.net

Profile by Sanford
Health & Nutrition Consultants
Ms. Katelyn Erk...................... 696-4440 
1389 E 15th St., Suite 120
Edmond, OK  73013
www.profileplan.net

Quail Creek Senior Living - Grace 
Mgmt., Inc.
Assisted Living / Nursing Homes
Ms. Samantha Strealy........... 748-6464 
12928 N May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.quailcreekseniorliving.com

Resolute Visuals
Video Production
Ms. Lori Callahan................... 314-2210 
2737 NW 26th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73107-2233
www.resolutevisuals.tv

Russell Stover Chocolates
Candy
Mr. Chris Lackmeyer.............. 782-0378 
7642 W Reno Ave., Suite 401
Oklahoma City, OK  73127-9771
www.russellstover.com

Board of Advisors	
Sigma Technology  
Solutions, Inc.
Internet - Business Solutions
Mr. Brock Bell............... (210) 348-9876 
Williams Center Tower 1
1 W Third St., Suite 1710
Tulsa, OK  74103
www.sigmasol.com

Southwest Eateries, LLC
Restaurants
Mr. Thomas Michaud............. 474-0492 
PO Box 31630
Edmond, OK  73025

Board of Advisors	
Ted Moore Auto Group
Automobile Dealers
Ms. Michelle Gray.................. 928-5454 
1300 N Harvey Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73103
www.tedmooreautogroup.com

Teriyaki Madness
Restaurants
Mr. Rohit Patel.......................................                
15124 Lleyton’s Court, Suite 104
Oklahoma City, OK  73134-2158

TokenEx, LLC
Information Technology
Mr. Alex Pezold.............. (877) 316-4544 
15820 N Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 2
Edmond, OK  73013-7332
www.tokenex.com

Tropical Smoothie Cafe
Restaurants
Mr. Rohit Patel........................210-2195 
7307 N MacArthur Blvd., Suite 103
5921 SW 8th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Board of Advisor and Lead Investor companies play a key 
role in the Chamber’s work in Oklahoma City. To increase 
your investment, contact the membership division of the 
Chamber at 297-8949 or info@okcchamber.com.

Members Upgrade 
Their Support of the 
Chamber

Lead Investor	
Comfort Inn & Suites OKC Airport
Hotels & Motels
Mr. Brian Shomali.................. 470-7676 
5921 SW 8th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128-2407
www.choicehotels.com/hotels/ok173

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Recognizing members who take a special leadership role in financing the Chamber’s operations at 
significantly higher levels.  Each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUE BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Bronze
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Congratulations to these Chamber members 
on their recent Grand Openings!  All Chamber 

members are welcome to attend Grand Openings. 
To view more photos, see the schedule of 

upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to the 
Grand Openings calendar,visit  

www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings. 

TEKsystems
29 E Reno, Suite 300
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

McDonald’s
130 W Britton Road
Oklahoma City, OK 73179

Clif Fitness
6200 W Memorial Road, Suite F
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

Pure Barre Nichols Hills
6463 Avondale Drive
Nichols Hills, OK 73116

Emersons Commercial Real Estate
13110 N Western Ave
Oklahoma City, OK 73114

Salata
3000 Memorial Road, Suite 106
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

Waste Management of Oklahoma, Inc.  
3824 W. Reno Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73107

Take 5 Oil Change
17 N Council Road
Oklahoma City, OK 73127

Advanced Laser & Facial Rejuvenation
7316 N Western Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73116

BlueJ’s Rollin’ Grill
4745 Council Heights Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73179

GRAND OPENINGS
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Affordability 
Rank (Out of 92)

Housing market Median 
Multiple

Median House 
Price

Median Household 
Income

1 Rochester, NY 2.5 $139,300 $54,800 

2 Buffalo, NY 2.6 $138,900 $52,900 

3 Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN 2.7 $157,000 $58,000 

3 Cleveland, OH 2.7 $138,900 $52,100 

3 Pittsburgh, PA 2.7 $150,000 $55,200 

6 Oklahoma City, OK 2.9 $154,800 $53,300 
6 Saint Louis, MO-IL 2.9 $170,000 $57,700 

8 Detroit, MI 3 $163,500 $54,800 

8 Grand Rapids, MI 3 $170,100 $56,600 

8 Indianapolis, IN 3 $164,100 $55,500 

8 Kansas City, MO-KS 3 $188,000 $61,800 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

For comprehensive Economic Indicators and Regional Data, please visit your Greater Oklahoma City Chamber Economic Development Division at  
www.greateroklahomacity.com/economicindicators or contact Eric Long, Research Economist – (405)297-8976; elong@okcchamber.com 

Oklahoma City Ranks No. 6 in Major Housing Market Affordability

Source: 13th Annual Demographia International  Housing Affordability Survey: 2017

•	 Demographia’s 13th Annual 
International Housing Affordability 
Survey (2017) ranks housing markets 
based on the market’s “median 
multiple,” which is the median 
house price divided by the median 
household income.

•	 The survey used data for metropolitan 
areas with a population of more than 
1 million in Australia, Canada, Hong 
Kong, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, 
Singapore, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. 

•	 Wallethub lists Oklahoma City as the 
5th best place to flip houses. 

•	 Oklahoma City ranks as the 7th most 
affordable U.S. city to rent according 
to StudentLoanHero.com.

NOW IN-NETWORK WITH BCBS OK

THE ADDICTION RECOVERY CENTER

Contact Us Today! 
www.TheARC.care | 405.553.1ARC (1272) 

Live Comfortably
Away from Ordinary

Renderings Are Conceptual

Luxury Maintenance Free Living

Edmond, OK

BillRoberts.com

NW 164th St. 

NW 150th St. 

• Meticulously Landscaped Entry & Gardens
• Gated Community + Clubhouse & Amenities
• Premium Greenbelt & Courtyard Homesites 
• Priced from the mid $600’s
405-204-2560
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HEY, OKC, 
WIFI HOTSPOTS IN OKLAHOMA 
CITY AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Cox High Speed InternetSM gives you a fast WiFi experience 
in and out of your home. With Cox High Speed Internet, you 
get access to superfast in-home WiFi to power all of  
your devices and do the things you love online. Stay 
connected while you travel with access to over 500,000 
WiFi hotspots across the country, including new spots now 
available throughout Oklahoma City and surrounding areas.

WiFi is easy to use. Search for “Cable WiFi” or “Cox WiFi” 
from the networks on your device and enter your Cox user ID 
and password.

ENJOY YOUR DATA

TO FIND A WIFI HOTSPOT NEAR 
YOU VISIT COX.COM/WIFI

WiFi network access available to residential customers with Cox Internet Preferred or higher service at hotspots in select locations outside of Cox service areas. See cox.com/hotspots for available coverage areas 
and hotspots. Cable modem required for internet services. For best performance, use of Cox approved cable modem is recommended. A DOCSIS® 3 modem is required to consistently receive optimal speeds 
for Preferred and higher tiers, and is strongly recommended for all other tiers. Uninterrupted or error-free internet service, or the speed of your service, is not guaranteed. Actual speeds vary. Not all speeds avail-
able in all markets. See cox.com/internetdisclosures for complete Cox Internet Disclosures. Other restrictions may apply. © 2017 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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