
 

OF THE GREATER OKLAHOMA CITY CHAMBER



“I’ve been involved in a number of chambers throughout my 
career, but I have never seen a chamber with more people 
of passion than the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber. And 
people of passion just have a knack for getting things done.”  
– Dr. Tom Friedemann, Francis Tuttle Technology Center



With more than 5,000 members, the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber is the largest coalition 
of businesses in the state. Established shortly after 
the historic land run of 1889, the Chamber has 
been the driving force behind the growth of Greater 
Oklahoma City for more than a century. We combine 
the traditional work of an economic development 
organization with convention and visitors services, 
and support this through public policy advocacy, 
events, membership services, and the traditional 
business networks of a Chamber. And, through our 
engagement in state and community efforts, we work 
to enhance our quality of life and business climate to 
make Greater Oklahoma City a great place to live, 
work, play and visit.

Chamber Mission: 
The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber is 
the voice of business and the visionary 
organization in Oklahoma City.



“If we look at the history of the 
major events that have shaped 
our city – from the founding 
of Tinker Air Force Base to the 
MAPS projects that brought our 
renaissance – at the center we 
see the Chamber as the visionary, 
the partner behind each.”  
– Bruce Lawrence, INTEGRIS Health



A Greater 
Oklahoma City

Even before statehood, the Chamber was the driving 
force behind the growth of Greater Oklahoma City. 
Since its founding, the Chamber has been one of   
Oklahoma City’s strongest advocates, helping to create 
the Greater Oklahoma City we are proud to call home. 
 
The Chamber’s support of Tinker Air Force Base extends 
more than 70 years into the past when the Chamber 
acquired the land for the base. Today the Chamber 
remains one of  Tinker’s biggest advocates, continually 
working to promote the base, including leading the 
charge to acquire a shuttered manufacturing plant for  
Tinker’s expansion through a $55 million county bond.

As the region’s key economic development organization, 
the Chamber has worked to strengthen our economy 
through such efforts as the passage of the Right-to-Work 

law, ensuring Oklahomans could not be denied the right 
to work because of  membership or non-membership in 
a labor union. The Chamber also developed a plan that 
became the Quality Jobs Act, the nation’s premier growth 
incentive package, and was the creator of the Greater 
Oklahoma City Partnership, a coalition of 30 economic 
development organizations among 10 counties, to increase 
economic development opportunities in the region. 

The Chamber also played a critical role in our city’s 
renaissance, beginning with leading the campaign for 
the Metropolitan Area Projects (MAPS). That dedication 
continued as we worked alongside partners to launch 
MAPS for Kids, a program to rebuild or renew every 
school in the Oklahoma City public school system. Most 
recently, we led the passage of MAPS 3 to fund $777 
million in new projects throughout Oklahoma City.



“We live in a city of visionary leaders, and supporting and 
being involved in the Chamber is our opportunity to know 
first-hand how we can contribute to the greater good.”  
– Nancy and Jack Morgan, The Morgan Real Estate Group, LLC.



The Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber is among the largest 
membership organizations in 
the state. Strong local and state 
partnerships and a growing 
membership provide the voice, 
volunteers and vitality for a 
successful city.

The Chamber’s more than 
5,000 member companies are 
the core of our organization. 
Through a variety of avenues, 
the Chamber works to 
strengthen the community and 
its members. The services and 
support we offer are critical to 
the growth of your business 
and our economy. With access 
to numerous events, online 
resources and publications 
each year, our members receive 

the latest information on 
Greater Oklahoma City and its 
economy. 

The Chamber’s activities and 
programs not only help us 
engage with our members, more 
importantly, they open doors 
for our members to engage 
with each other. At networking 
events. At volunteer activities. 
Through educational and civic 
involvement. At grand opening 
events. On okcchamber.com. 
On Facebook and Twitter. In 
reports and newsletters. The 
opportunities for networking 
and involvement within the 
business community are endless.

Membership 
Services



“The Chamber works every day to promote the economic 
development of Oklahoma City. You could not find a better 
place to invest your time and money for the future growth of 
Oklahoma City.”
– Bob Sullivan, NAI Sullivan Group



Economic 
Development

Economic development does not 
grow from a single program or 
strategy. In most communities, 
there are multiple organizations 
that provide various economic 
development services. Here, there is 
only one organization – the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber. 

The Chamber has a strong track 
record of partnering with businesses, 
community and education groups, as 
well as local and state governments to 
improve the economic foundation and 
quality of life in the Oklahoma City 

region. Metropolitan Area Projects 
(MAPS), Forward Oklahoma City, a 
competitive convention and visitors 
bureau plan, and other strategies 
have moved Oklahoma City from an 
unknown region to a top-tier location 
for business and visitors. 

In the past five years alone, our 
efforts to grow our economy and 
industries have resulted in the 
addition of nearly 30,000 jobs 
through the recruitment of new 
business and the expansion of 
existing companies. 

To better serve the strategic 
development needs of the entire 
region, the Chamber leads the 
10-county Greater Oklahoma City 
Partnership. The Partnership leverages 
regional economic development 
organizations – working to secure 
regional corporate locations and 
creating tools for local economic 
development professionals – 
developing a stronger and more 
diverse economy so your business  
can thrive. 



“Recruiting new companies 
to our city is a very complex 
and challenging business. 
We need a strong coordinator 
to make that happen. The 
Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber is the best economic 
development coordinator we 
have in this city.”  

– Carl Edwards, Price Edwards & Company



The Chamber is always working to attract 
new businesses, add new types of firms to the 
industry mix, and increase overall economic 
activity. When companies are looking to 
relocate current jobs or expand their operation 
to another city, the Chamber is on the front 
lines, developing relationships with site selectors 
and top-level executives to focus attention on 
the benefits of operating a business in Greater 
Oklahoma City. Through image campaigns 
and marketing efforts, the Chamber promotes 
Greater Oklahoma City’s impressive quality of 
life and strong economic environment. 

With more than 65 percent of new jobs created in the U.S. coming 
from existing businesses, the retention and expansion of existing 
companies is crucial to Greater Oklahoma City’s economic vitality. 
The Chamber works with government and public agencies to take 
a proactive approach addressing issues that could result in job 
growth. Each year, our Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) 
team spends countless hours engaged in hundreds of conversations 
and meetings with our primary job employers – from firms with 
five employees to those with several thousand. Through these 
conversations, the Chamber can better understand the challenges 
facing these companies, further develop our methods of assistance, 
and educate companies on available resources and strategies to help 
them succeed.

Business 
Retention & 
Expansion

Business 
Recruitment



“The Chamber’s work with important legislation, 
advocacy for business issues and support of the business 
community is vital to our region’s growth.” 
– Mark Funke, Southwest Bancorp



A positive business climate is 
essential for the growth and 
prosperity of Greater Oklahoma 
City and its companies. Our 
business climate represents 
many facets: the cost of doing 
business, the quality of our 
education system and workforce, 
the regulatory environment, the 
support from leadership, the 
public sector and other factors. 

While creating a competitive 
economic climate is vital to our 
region’s success, the ability for 
our current businesses to thrive 
is equally as important. Every 

day, we support our members by 
pursuing legislation that makes 
it easier and more cost-effective 
for businesses to do, well, 
business. An aggressive annual 
legislative agenda and legislative 
updates ensure that our most 
vital partners – our members 
– are up-to-date on the issues 
affecting their businesses and our 
economy. 

A key aspect of the Chamber’s 
work in this arena is an effective 
lobbying effort at the Oklahoma 
State Capitol. Since its inception 
in 2010, the Greater OKC 

Chamber Political Action 
Committee has become one of 
the most influential PACs in 
the region, strengthening the 
influence of Oklahoma City’s 
business community through 
the election of candidates who 
support our priority issues.

During each legislative session, 
our government relations team 
works on behalf of the business 
community to advocate for pro-
business legislation and create 
an even stronger climate for our 
members to conduct business. 

Advocacy



“Today’s students are the future of our city. They are our 
future leaders, our future visionaries, our future workers. 
By recruiting and embracing these individuals, we’re 
helping our city on its path toward a bright future.” 
– Martha Burger, Chesapeake Energy Corporation



Education &    
Workforce Development

The strength of the Greater Oklahoma City economy 
lies not only in expanding current business and 
recruiting new business, but also in preparing for 
what lies ahead. Greater Oklahoma City has a history 
of strong civic and business leaders who have led the 
region to incredible successes. Today’s students are 
the future of Greater Oklahoma City’s business and 
community leadership.

Our region’s ability to grow, retain and attract high-
quality graduates is a key component in making 
Oklahoma City competitive for business. To help 
accomplish this, business leaders must work with 
educators to develop an educational system with 
curricula and programs that provide the fundamental 
skills students will need to be productive. 

In 2006, the Chamber launched the Greater Grads 
program to enhance the community’s effort to increase 
the number of college graduates who live and work in 
Greater Oklahoma City. The Greater Grads program 
includes three components: 

• Regional Career Fair 
• Internship Program
• Extensive Web resource 
   (www.GreaterGrads.com) 

Together, these components help build the talent  
base your company needs by connecting Oklahoma 
graduates with employers in the Oklahoma City region.



“The CVB is the ‘welcome mat’ 
of Oklahoma City. Their work 
to promote our visitor industry 
not only helps our economy by 
bringing in more tax dollars, 
but it helps improve our image 
as these visitors go back home 
and tell their friends and family 
about what they have seen." 
– Rhonda Hooper, Jordan Advertising



A key component of a successful economy 
and growing city is the vitality of the city’s 
visitor industry. Each year, the visitor industry 
in Greater Oklahoma City generates an 
economic impact of more than $2 billion 
from more than 7.5 million tourists. These 
numbers clearly show this booming industry is 
a vital component of Greater Oklahoma City’s 
success.

A division of the Chamber, the Oklahoma 
City Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) 
is dedicated to the promotion of the city as 

a first-class visitor destination, bolstering 
the region’s economic well-being through 
the solicitation and servicing of conventions 
and other related group business, as well as 
individual travelers.

Through VisitOKC.com, the CVB helps 
visitors plan their trips by suggesting great 
options to eat, stay and see the best attractions. 
The staff also works with groups and meeting 
planners to organize events and conventions – 
whether they have 10 attendees or 10,000. 

Promoting
Tourism



"Greater Oklahoma City is on the rise and the world is 
taking note. Much of the positive press we receive from 
news organizations around the globe can be attributed 
to the Chamber and their tireless work to promote the 
positive image of Oklahoma City."  
– Percy Kirk, Cox Communications



Marketing 
Oklahoma City

Greater Oklahoma City’s image is vital to 
business growth – impacting the ability to 
attract jobs, investment and talent. Telling 
the story of Oklahoma City’s successes, and 
helping decision makers around the country 
and the world know the many benefits 
of living and working in our region, is an 
important role. And in many instances, the 
storyteller is the Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber.

Through a variety of efforts – from local 
and national public relations to national 
advertising campaigns and everything in 
between – the Chamber’s work not only 
changes negative perceptions, it gives  
outsiders a glimpse of what is great about 
Greater Oklahoma City.

Two recent additions to the Chamber’s efforts 
in this area are VeloCity and GreaterOKC.tv. 
VeloCity is a dynamic digital magazine which 
tells the story of Oklahoma City through 
compelling articles and interactive features, 
such as videos and interviews. An online 
channel, GreaterOKC.tv features nearly 1,000 
videos about Oklahoma City’s business and 
cultural climate. These two elements combine 
with the Chamber’s other marketing strategies 
to result in positive promotion of Greater 
Oklahoma City, its businesses, its economy 
and its lifestyle.



“It is important to know what is going on in Greater 
Oklahoma City and who is making positive things happen. My 
membership in the Chamber gives me that opportunity.”  
– Judy J. Hatfield, Equity Commercial Realty, LLC



More than 15 years ago, the Chamber established 
an economic development initiative to reposition 
Oklahoma City as one of the top economic 
development site locations in the country by creating 
quality jobs, increasing capital investment, retaining 
existing business and improving per capita income. 
Currently in its fourth five-year cycle, results of this 
initiative, known as Forward Oklahoma City, are 
continuing to exceed expectations. 

From the NBA Thunder to Boeing; from Tinker 
Air Force Base to AAA; from the original MAPS 
to MAPS 3; from the activity along the resurgent 
Oklahoma River to the development of the 
Bricktown Canal; Forward Oklahoma City has 
played a role in many of the positive things 
that have helped create a new level of pride and 
excitement, making Oklahoma City a better place 
for all of us to live, work, play and visit.

Forward 
Oklahoma City



“The Chamber is the one 
organization in the city that is 
focused entirely on improving 
and growing the community 
where we live and work. It is the 
chamber’s focus and attention to 
pro-business and quality of life 
issues that result in Oklahoma 
City becoming more appealing 
to prospective new businesses, 
residents and visitors.” 
– David Harlow, BancFirst



As the visionary organization in 
Greater Oklahoma City, the Chamber 
is always looking to the future. 
Whether it’s working to strengthen 
the economy, preparing today’s 
students to enter the workforce or 
helping companies weather a changing 
economy, we are focused on a vibrant 
future for Greater Oklahoma City. Join 
us and be a part of the vision.

The Future of 
Oklahoma City



The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
123 Park Avenue

Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405.297.8900

www.okcchamber.com

             twitter.com/okcchamber         facebook.com/okcchamber


