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1. If elected Mayor, what will be your top priorities?  
My highest priorities as Mayor will be: 
 

• Continuing to address the city's fundamental needs (i.e. police, fire, streets, & infrastructure). 
Fortunately, we are set up for success thanks to passage of the September initiatives. The next 
Mayor must work to keep those promises. 

• Continuing our investments in quality of life (i.e. MAPS). The next Mayor will lead the community 
conversation surrounding a potential MAPS 4. I believe we should continue to invest in our quality 
of life, and we have demonstrated over the past two decades that we can simultaneously address 
our wants as well as our needs. The next Mayor must have the ability to work with the Chamber 
and all parts of the community to build a consensus regarding MAPS 4, and timing dictates that 
the conversation must commence almost immediately upon the start of the next Mayor's term. 

• Leading a community conversation about education that results in a vision moving forward. Cities 
are currently limited in how they can address education, but it is the greatest challenge facing our 
city, a Mayor must care about the city's greatest challenge, and no one can convene the different 
interested parties in our city like a Mayor. 

• Taking concrete steps to incorporate the diversity of our community into decision-making. 
Oklahoma City is very diverse, but not in any given room. Our next Mayor must make it a top 
priority to bridge those divides. Serious effort must be taken by the next Mayor to make sure that 
the leadership table represents geographic, ethnic, gender and age diversity. The city is rapidly 
changing, and if we fail to make outreach in an unprecedented way, we won't succeed on MAPS 
4 or other initiatives. 

 
Though these items can't possibly encompass everything I will work on the next four years, success on 
these fronts will lead to continued economic success, the continuation of our renaissance and its 
extension to the entire city. 
 

2. Do you support the efforts of the Greater OKC Chamber and the Oklahoma County Criminal 
Justice Reform Task Force to reduce population in the Oklahoma County jail and in prisons 
statewide? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC, Moore and Yukon)? 
Yes. I support continued progress toward more transit options for the people of metropolitan Oklahoma 
City. I wish to clarify here that it is critical to success that the relevant government authority approach the 
people of the metro for consideration of such initiatives after careful thought and much public discussion. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. The voters of Oklahoma City recently renewed their support for the work of the Trust, and that is 
important to note. It is also important to note that such public confidence is a result of measured and 
thoughtful work by the Trust, and I will encourage that kind of approach moving forward. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. I believe the trademarks of MAPS remain its temporary nature, its pay-as-you-go approach, and its 
transformational character. But within those parameters is still a lot of flexibility, and I will invite the people 



of Oklahoma City to bring a wide range of thoughts to the process. For successful passage, a MAPS 4 
will have to meet the needs of today's Oklahoma City, and the dreams of tomorrow's. Passage will also 
require the continuation of the strong partnership between the elected city leadership and the city's 
business leadership. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
Yes. It is important to remember that TIFs exist to stabilize the economics of engaging in a difficult project 
that, if successful, would be in the interest of the broader community. The project must not be possible 
without the TIF and the TIF must not be the source of a private windfall. Applying these standards 
protects school funding and free market principles. I believe Oklahoma City has applied these standards 
in the past and I will continue that approach. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate increased 
development in OKC, including the the implementation of future MAPS projects? 
Yes. Our existing applicable federal and state laws reserve the use of eminent domain only when 
necessary, and I intend to follow the law. Eminent domain is a government power that must be used 
conservatively and responsibly. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 
renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes.  
 

9. Will you make police, fire and infrastructure a priority and, if so, how? 
Yes. We are fortunate that the voters approved a significant package in September to address these core 
functions of the city government. I will make implementation of that package a top priority. I would also 
like to note that I have worked in my campaign to build relationships with the membership of the fire and 
police departments so that we can work together for the good the city in the years ahead. 
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you 
would not be supportive of the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response. 
 

Background: 

• Former chief of staff to Mayor Mick Cornett 
• Author of Big League City: Oklahoma City’s Rise to the NBA     
• Recently named OKCityan of the Year by the OKC Friday paper.  
• Has served for seven years in the Oklahoma Senate, where he authored more than 70 pieces of 

legislation that have become law 
  
 

 


