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The 2014 Legislative Session adjourned Sine Die on May 23, and the Chamber 
was again successful in pursuing its legislative priorities – almost everything 
pursued was enacted into law. In addition, the Chamber defeated a significant 
amount of legislation that would have been harmful to its economic development 
mission. Following is a comprehensive, end-of-session update on the Chamber’s 
2014 Legislative Agenda.

Legislation to Facilitate Tinker AFB Expansion Passed
The Chamber led an effort to pass legislation that facilitates the purchase of 

a 156 acres of land adjacent to Tinker Air Force Base from the BNSF Railroad. 
Under HB 1416, which passed the House (87-8) and the Senate (45-0), payments 
owed Tinker AFB under the state’s Quality Jobs Act (QJA) will instead be paid to a 
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Quality Jobs Amendment to Benefit 
Tinker, Military Bases Statewide

Chamber Achieves Legislative Priorities

The Oklahoma City community is once again joining 
forces to support Tinker Air Force Base and set the 
stage for expanded missions and employment with the 
planned purchase of the BNSF rail yard that is adjacent 
to the base.

A tentative agreement has been reached for the 
Oklahoma Industries Authority to purchase the rail yard 
at Tinker from BNSF for $44 million.  That transaction, 
which will need approval from both the Oklahoma City 
Council and the Oklahoma County commissioners, is 
set to close on Sept. 15.  Under the proposed agreement, 
the U.S. Air Force would provide $8 million of the 
funding necessary, with the City of Oklahoma City 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 10

Turn to pages 6 & 7 to find out about the Chamber’s upcoming events.

Currently, Tinker Air Force Base employs 26,000, making it 
the largest employer in the state of Oklahoma. This expansion 
would bring 1,300 new jobs to the base and could lead to further 
employment growth in the future.
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Oklahoma City’s history has proven that when a 
community unites to support something, amazing things 
happen. 

There is no place where that is more evident than 
the creation of Tinker Air Force Base. When federal 
legislation in 1935 indicated a need for a civilian and 
military air center in the middle of the United States, 
Chamber leaders knew that Oklahoma City would be 
the perfect location, and they set out to do whatever it 
took to bring that facility here. 

Under the direction of Stanley Draper, managing director of the Chamber and 
all-around Oklahoma City visionary, a group of business men put their names on 
the line for $294,500 and formed the Industries Foundation for the purpose of 
acquiring land that would attract military settlement. Oklahoma City residents also 
showed their support, voting 22,973 to 1,217 in favor of issuing national defense 
bonds to finance the city’s share of government defense construction.

As a result of that, Tinker Air Force Base was located in Oklahoma City, and 
with it an aircraft maintenance depot. Since that time, the Oklahoma City Air 
Logistics Complex and Tinker Air Force Base have not only played a vital role in 
our nation’s defense strategy, but also in the Oklahoma City and state economies. 
Tinker has been the largest employer in the state since the 1980s and today 
employs more than 26,000. 

And once again, thanks to the diligence of the community, Tinker is positioned 
to continue on its path of growth with the addition of the KC-46A air refueling 
tanker to its maintenance duties. The entire community has shown support to 
the military in our community, and the growth of Tinker is a return on that 
investment. 
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Sincerely,

Roy H. Williams, CCE 
Chamber CEO & President

Roy H. Williams, CCE
President & CEO
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and Oklahoma County providing the remainder of the 
up-front land acquisition costs. The land would then be 
deeded entirely to the U.S. Air Force.

The land would be the site of a new $500 million 
facility to house maintenance work on the KC-46A, 
the Air Force’s next generation air-refueling tanker, 
which will bring more than 1,300 new jobs to the base. 
Estimated average wage for these new jobs is $62,000.

 Construction on the new facility would begin 
in early/mid-2015 with military construction funds 
authorized by Congress for the project. The acquisition 
also sets the stage for recruitment of a future workload 
that could bring another 2,000 jobs and more than $1 
billion in investment.

“Historically, the Oklahoma City community has 
always rallied to support Tinker Air Force Base,” said 
Roy H. Williams, president and CEO of the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber. “Everyone involved in this 
effort has the best interests of Tinker and our U.S. 
military in mind. This purchase not only protects these 
1,300 jobs, but also makes the base more competitive to 
add additional future missions.”

Recent modifications by the state Legislature to 
the Oklahoma Quality Jobs Act (QJA) will allow the 
reimbursement for new jobs through QJA to partially 
pay for land acquisition costs. Since the additional jobs 
are federal, the modifications to QJA will allow the 
reimbursement to go to a public trust rather than the 
U.S. Treasury.

The bill, which was written by state Rep. Earl Sears, 
R-Bartlesville, also amended the Quality Jobs Act to 
allow all of the state’s military installations and their 
surrounding communities greater flexibility to use funds 
generated through the incentive for new job creation, 
land acquisition and infrastructure development.

“This legislation will be an incredibly effective tool 
for our bases,” said Williams. “This law would give 
communities avenues to support the work of a base 
during a time when sequestration and defense cuts 
are adversely affecting the mission. This is another 
opportunity to grow missions and protect our 
installations from future base closure or realignment.”

The BNSF rail yard was created to serve the former 
General Motors manufacturing facility. An Oklahoma 
County bond issue that passed in 2008 secured the 
use of the GM facility for the Air Force. The Air Force 
continues to move new missions into the facility, which 
now has more than 1,200 employees working there.

Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett said, “This work 
exemplifies how our community’s support of this base 
is unequaled in our nation. Time and again over the 
past 60 years we have shown unwavering support of the 
missions – and the men and women who perform them 
– on this base. Each time we make these investments 
in Tinker, we have seen growth and a stronger 
relationship.”

Negotiations to secure the land have been led by 
the Chamber. “As the largest employer in the state of 
Oklahoma, Tinker has a significant economic impact 
on the state and in Oklahoma City,” said Pete Delaney, 
chairman of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
and CEO of OGE Energy Corp. “Currently, there are 
26,000 employed at Tinker. These jobs represent an 
annual economic impact in the state of more than $3.6 
billion. Those employees at the base live in 44 different 
counties in Oklahoma. Supporting this base in every 
way we can is critical for our entire state.”

Tinker (from page 1)

Tinker would be the site of a new $500 million facility to house 
maintenance work on the KC-46A, the Air Force’s next generation 
air-refueling tanker.
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June 10
Member Orientation
Time: 8:30-10 a.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 
123 Park Ave.

June 10
Sunset Reception
Time: 4-6 p.m.
Location: Velvet Monkey Salon, 
1701 NW 16th Street

July 8
Member Orientation
Time: 4-5:30 p.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 
123 Park Ave.

July 15
Sunset Reception
Time: 4-6 p.m.
Location: The Montgomery 
Event Center,
500 W Main

July 16
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: The Yellow Rose 
Dinner Theater, 
1005 SW 4th Street

Aug. 12
Member Orientation
Time: 8:30-10 a.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 123 
Park Ave.

Aug. 20
State of the Schools
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum, 1700 
NE 63rd Street

Sunset Receptions: June 10 and July 15

Join Chamber members as they open their doors 
to host the community at the Chamber’s monthly 
Sunset Receptions.  There is no cost to attend, and the 
receptions are open to the public.

June 10 
Time: 4-6 p.m.
Location: Velvet Monkey Salon, 
1701 NW 16th Street

July 15
Time: 4-6 p.m.
Location: The Montgomery Event Center, 
500 W Main Street

MegaLunch: July 16th

To help members spread the word about their 
businesses, MegaLunch’s computerized rotation schedule 
guides participants around tables where they present a 
90-second pitch to other attendees. Thanks to its unique 
networking format, each attendee will leave MegaLunch 
on July 16 with new contacts and a spreadsheet of their 
contact information. Admission is $35.   

July 16th
Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: The Yellow Rose Dinner Theater,
1005 SW 4th Street

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Register securely online for all  
Chamber events at  
www.okcchamber.com/events. 

Network with Chamber members
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Getting it right never goes out of style. BKD CPAs and advisors have been zeroing in on excellence for more than 
90 years. Part of delivering unmatched client service means paying attention to detail and taking respon-
sibility to get it right—the first time. Quality control is ingrained in our culture. Our Oklahoma City staff invites 
you to experience the added benefits of BKD’s disciplined approach.

experience precision

A National CPA & Advisory Firm

Todd Lisle // Managing Partner // bkd.com
tlisle@bkd.com // 405.606.2580
Two Leadership Square // 211 N Robinson // Oklahoma City

Education reform is a priority for Oklahoma and 
across the nation. Hear from Oklahoma City Public 
School District’s leadership and education experts 
as they discuss grassroots efforts to improve pub-
lic education and how companies can get involved. 
Speakers at this year’s event include Oklahoma City 
Public Schools Superintendent Rob Neu and Michael 
J. Petrilli, executive vice president of the Thomas B. 
Fordham Institute.

Individual tickets are $50 for Chamber members and 
$75 for nonmembers. Corporate tables seating 10 can 
be purchased for $1,250. The Chamber also invites at-
tendees to bring school supplies to benefit Oklahoma 
City Public Schools. 
August 20 
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 NE 63rd Street

Hear from district leadership and education experts as they 
discuss how to improve education in Oklahoma. 
Visit www.okcchamber/sos for more information.

Save the Date for State of the Schools on Aug. 20

Michael J. Petrilli, pictured above, leads one of the country’s 
most influential education policy think tanks as executive vice 
president at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute. 
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Mail Enhancement.
Your businesses prescription to reach its customer.

Direct success. 

405.843.3185   |   www.accesscomtech.com

OMTECH SETS THE BAR IN DIRECT MAIL 

strategies for business. In fact many of our customers 

say we have greatly enhanced their reach and exposure with 

our direct mail solutions. But we don’t stop there. We also 

provide a range of design-layout and printing solutions to 

help direct your success. Contact one of our 

representatives today and let us show you how 

we can enhance your exposure.



The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber recently entered into 
a partnership with NOF Energy, a business development 
organization for oil, gas, nuclear and offshore renewable 
energy sources based in the United 
Kingdom. As one of NOF Energy’s global 
partners, the Chamber will be able to 
encourage international collaboration by 
connecting Oklahoma City’s shale gas 
industry to energy companies in the UK.

The partnership follows NOF Energy 
leading a fact-finding mission to the United 
States in January 2014 to learn from the 
country’s experiences in the shale gas 
industry, which included visiting facilities 
and meeting with industry executives in 
Oklahoma and Louisiana.

“With the UK Government indicating support for 
the development of a shale gas industry in this country, 
it is important that we furnish those in the supply chain 
with the understanding needed to meet the requirements 
of operators,” said George Rafferty, NOF Energy CEO. 
“We are convinced that our members will benefit from 
this relationship with Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
through an exchange of information and knowledge that 
will help firms take advantage of the work that will be 
generated by onshore gas extraction.”

According to Rafferty, more than 60 percent of 
NOF Energy’s members who responded to their survey 
expressed an interest in the shale gas sector. NOF 
Energy has more than 450 members across the UK with 
clusters of members in northeast England and northeast 
Scotland.  

“It is imperative NOF Energy harnesses expertise 
and knowledge to help prepare our membership for the 
opportunities that will arise from this emerging source 
of energy,” Rafferty said. “There are a lot of companies 
operating in the energy sector that have the skills, 
products and services that are transferable into the shale 
gas market.”

NOF Energy offers business development support, 
advice and guidance for supply chain companies in 
the energy sector. It also provides access to business 

opportunities, project updates and makes 
introductions between its members and 
prospective clients and partners.

“This partnership with NOF Energy 
will help forge a close connection 
between the supply chain in the UK and 
those involved in the energy industry, 
and in particular the shale gas industry, 
within our state,” said Roy H. Williams, 
president and CEO of the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber.

Partnership with NOF Energy Increases 
Chamber’s Global Reach

“Each new global 
partner that joins 

NOF Energy’s network 
adds a vital extra 

depth and dimension 
to the services, 
awareness and 

information that we 
are able to offer.” 

– George Rafferty, 
NOF Energy CEO

The partnership between the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
and NOF Energy connects Oklahoma City's shale gas industry 
with interested energy companies in the United Kingdom. From 
L to R: George Rafferty, NOF Energy CEO; Kurt Foreman, 
executive vice president of economic development  of the 
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber; Paul Charlton, NOF Energy 
Chairman; and Joanne Leng, MBE, NOF Energy Deputy CEO.
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public trust – the Oklahoma Industries Authority (OIA). 
This will allow the money received under QJA to remain 
in Oklahoma instead of being remitted (by Tinker) to 
the U.S. Treasury. Under HB 1416, the OIA will be 
permitted to re-direct the QJA funds generated by the 
Tinker expansion (approximately $32 million over 15 
years) to the City of OKC and Oklahoma County to 
reimburse those entities for acquiring the BNSF rail 
yard.

Critical Economic Development Programs 
Protected from Repeal

The Chamber worked throughout the session 
to defeat legislation that threatened key economic 
development programs that allow Oklahoma to be 
competitive in the recruitment of new businesses and 
in the expansion of our existing companies. As a result, 
the sixteen economic and community development 
programs identified by the Chamber as being critical to 
economic development will remain intact. Following is a 
brief report on several of those measures: 

•  Legislation authored by Sen. Mike Mazzei, R-Tulsa, 
and Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville (SB 1341) would 
have sunset the Investment/News Jobs Tax Credit 
(ITC) on Jan. 1, 2017. The ITC program helps offset 
the significant capital expenditures required for new 
manufacturing operations by providing a tax credit for 
certain expenditures. ITC keeps Oklahoma on a level 
playing field with other states—almost all have programs 
which provide similar investment incentives. The full 
House Appropriations and Budget Committee defeated 
SB 1351 by a vote of 4-19.

•  HJR 1079, by Rep. David Dank, R-Oklahoma 
City, failed when it was not heard by the House by a 
March 13 committee deadline. HJR 1079 would have 
created a State Question to amend the Constitution that 
would sunset all tax credit programs used by businesses 
by June 2016. HJR 1079 would also have required a 
supermajority of three-fourths of both the Senate and 
the House to approve future tax credit legislation. Such 
a result would have seriously damaged the Chamber’s 
economic development efforts and would have 
precluded the state from being responsive to economic 
development opportunities in the future.

•  HB 2556, also by Rep. Dank, was defeated in 
the House Revenue and Taxation Subcommittee. 
HB 2556 would have sunset, in 2016, the following 
Chamber priority economic/community development 
programs: Five-year ad valorem tax abatement and 
sales tax exemption for manufacturing facilities; 
Oklahoma Investment/New Jobs Tax Credit; Tax Credit 
for electricity generated by Zero Emission Facilities; 
Tax Credit for Qualified Expenditures for Historic 
Rehabilitation; and the Tax Credit for the Construction 
of Energy Efficient Residential Housing.

Positive Economic Development Legislation Signed 
into Law

In addition to the Chamber’s work to successfully 
protect 16 key economic development incentive 
programs from elimination, the Chamber’s record on 
achieving legislative passage and the governor’s signature 
on four priority incentive programs was four for four 
this session. 

Quality Events Act 
Legislation (HB 2711 by Rep. Doug Cox, R-Grove) 

designed to enhance the efficiency of the Oklahoma 
Quality Events Incentive Act (QEA) and extend the 
program for three years was signed into law by Gov. 
Mary Fallin. Rep. Cox’s legislation extended the Quality 
Events Act until 2018. It is expected that the Chamber 
and City will be able to use the QEA to retain existing 
high-economic impact events, and recruit additional 
events to the metropolitan area.

Legislative Recap (continued from page 1
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Film Enhancement Rebate 
The Oklahoma Film Enhancement Program, which 

attracts motion pictures to Oklahoma, was scheduled 
to expire next year. Legislation (HB 2580 by Rep. Todd 
Thomsen, R-Ada) extending this program until 2024 
was signed into law by Gov. Fallin. This important 
program, which provides a 37 percent rebate to 
qualifying motion pictures for the expense of filming in 
Oklahoma, has demonstrated a 3:1 return on taxpayer 
investment. The film rebate program will continue to 
increase commerce and employment in communities 
across the state. 

Aerospace Engineering Tax Credit
Gov. Fallin signed into law important legislation 

(HB 2509 by Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville) that 
extends until 2018 the Aerospace Engineering Tax 
Credit program that is critical to the development of 
an educated workforce for the state’s thriving aerospace 
industry. This program has helped recruit new engineers 
to the state by incentivizing companies to hire them and 
also incentivizing engineers to stay in Oklahoma. 

Small Employer Quality Jobs Act
Legislation (HB 2956 by Rep. Josh Cockroft, 

R-Shawnee) signed into law by Gov. Fallin eliminated a 
population threshold which prevented companies with 
90 or fewer employees located in heavily populated 
counties (Oklahoma, Tulsa and Cleveland) from 
qualifying for the Small Employer Quality Jobs incentive 
program. Now small businesses throughout the state will 
be able to benefit from this incentive program.

Legislature Fails to Fund Completion of the American 
Indian Cultural Center

At the conclusion of the 2014 session, the American 
Indian Cultural Center and Museum (AICCM) 
continues to sit moth-balled next to the Oklahoma 
River. The Chamber supported matching $40 million 
in privately raised funds (from the private sector, City 
of OKC, and tribes) with $40 million in state dollars to 
fund completion of the AICCM. Legislation advanced 
by the State Senate (SB 1651 by Sen. Clark Jolley, 
R-Edmond) would have used $40 million in one-time 
dollars from the state’s unclaimed property fund to 
match money raised privately to complete the project. 

The Senate passed SB 1651 by a vote of 30-17 on 
March 4. Although there were enough votes to pass 

the legislation in the House, it was not brought up 
for a vote. The Chamber will remain actively engaged 
in efforts to find a funding solution for the AICCM 
that will transform a currently empty structure into a 
great state asset that will exponentially repay the state’s 
investment with increased tourism dollars and economic 
impact.

State Income Tax Reduction Measure Passes
Legislation (SB 1246 by Senate President Pro 

Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa), signed into law 
by Gov. Fallin on April 28, will reduce the state’s income 
tax rate from 5.25 percent to 5 percent beginning in 
2016 if growth revenues for FY 2016 match those of 
FY 2014. The legislation will further reduce the state’s 
top income tax rate to 4.85 percent in 2018 if there is 
sufficient revenue growth to fund the reduction. 

The Chamber was supportive of this modest, 
responsible reduction in the state income tax this 
session. A lawsuit has been filed in the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court challenging the constitutionality of this 
legislation.

Legislature Sets Future Gross Production Tax at 2% 
(first 36 months of production)

The Chamber supported legislation to set permanent 
tax rates on all oil and gas produced in Oklahoma. 
Under HB 2562, producers will pay 2 percent for the 
first 36 months of production and 7 percent for all 
remaining years. The legislation, which passed the House 
(61-34) and the Senate (30-14) provides certainty and 
stability to Oklahoma’s oil and gas tax structure. The 
new rates will go into effect on July 1, 2015.

Harmful Stem Cell Legislation Not Heard in Senate
On Feb. 25, the House overwhelmingly passed 

legislation (HB 2070 by Rep. Dan Fisher, R-El-Reno) 
that sought to criminalize non-therapeutic human 
embryonic stem cell research (which has never been 
conducted in Oklahoma and is limited and regulated by 
federal law). HB 2070 would have imposed a sentence 
of at least one year in prison a fine of not less than 
$100,000 on any individual convicted of conducting 
this type of research. However, the Senate Health 
and Human Services and the Senate Appropriations 
committees did not hear the bill and it did not advance. 

The Chamber believes imposing criminal penalties 
on research that isn’t being conducted would negatively 
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impact Oklahoma’s fast-growing biosciences sector that 
relies upon its ability to effectively recruit world-class 
researchers to Oklahoma.

Key Pension Reform Measure Enacted
A major issue confronting the legislature this session 

was the need to enact meaningful pension reform to 
substantially reduce the state’s estimated $11 billion 
unfunded pension debt. This session Rep. Randy 
McDaniel, R-Oklahoma City, joined with Sen. Rick 
Brinkley, R-Owasso, to author legislation (HB 2630) 
to create a modern, stable and sustainable retirement 
system conducive to the needs of a modern workforce. 
Their legislation will move all new state employees in 
the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System 
(excluding hazardous duty personnel) from a defined 
benefit plan to a 401K style defined contribution plan.

Funding Protected for ODOT’s Eight-Year 
Construction Plan

The 2014 budget agreement reached by Gov. Fallin 
and the Legislature protects funding for the Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) eight-year 
construction work plan, which currently includes a 
historically high number of OKC-area projects. The 
budget agreement will allow ODOT to continue the 
exceptional level of progress made in recent years toward 
addressing the state’s significant infrastructure needs. 

Funding for ODOT’s work plan was also protected 
from legislation introduced by Rep. Lee Denney, 
R-Cushing, and Sen. James Halligan, R-Stillwater, 
which would have diverted $30 million annually from 
the Rebuilding Oklahoma Access and Drivers Safety 
(ROADS) fund to common education. While the 
Chamber supports full funding for common education, 
it does not do so at the expense of another program 
critical to economic development such as transportation. 
The Chamber joined a broad coalition of groups which 
successfully opposed legislation diverting transportation 
dollars – the legislation was amended to remove the 
harmful language.

Regional Transit and Economic Development 
Legislation Passes

The Chamber played a leading role, along with the 
Association of Central OK Governments (ACOG), and 
the cities of OKC, Edmond, Norman and Midwest City, 

in gaining passage of legislation this session (HB 2480 
by Rep. Charlie Joyner, R-Midwest City, and Sen. Don 
Barrington, R-Lawton) to facilitate the development of 
regional partnerships by amending existing state law to 
allow for the creation of regional “districts” smaller in 
geographic size than cities, counties or towns. 

HB 2480 allows multiple cities or counties to form 
a regional transit or economic development authorities 
whose boundaries are the same as those of the districts. 
If central Oklahoma moves forward in the future with 
creation of a commuter rail line, HB 2480 would 
govern its operations and allow those living closest to 
the transportation system to vote on whether to tax 
themselves to pay for it. 

Legislature Repeals Common Core
The Chamber has been supportive of the full 

implementation of Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) in all Oklahoma school districts by the end 
of 2014. CCSS were first adopted by the legislature in 
2010 after being developed by the National Governors 
Association and state education chiefs. Legislation (HB 
3399) authored by Speaker Jeff Hickman, R-Fairview, 
and Sen. Josh Brecheen, R-Coalgate, passed the House 
71-18 on May 23 and the Senate 32-9 later the same 
day. The bill eliminates CCSS and calls for the state to 
develop temporary standards while new, comprehensive 
standards are developed and implemented before the 
2016 school year. 

The Chamber asked Gov. Fallin to veto the legislation 
repealing the CCSS.

Legislature Overrides Governor’s Veto of Legislation 
Weakening Reading Sufficiency Act

The Chamber opposed HB 2625 (authored by Rep. 
Henke, R-Tulsa) as it weakened the Reading Sufficiency 
Act and its goal of ensuring reading proficiency by 
allowing parents, teachers and administrators to dictate 
a child’s future without respect to metrics or a child’s 
ability to read. Gov. Fallin vetoed HB 2625 after it 
was sent to her desk by overwhelming majorities in 
the Senate and House. The Chamber supported the 
Governor’s veto and sought to persuade the Legislature 
to sustain her veto. However, the House voted to 
override the Governor’s veto by a vote of 79-16 and the 
Senate did the same by a vote of 45-2.
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The Chamber’s annual visit to 
Washington, D.C., is Oklahoma 
City’s opportunity to reinforce its 
priorities at the nation’s capital. 
Sponsors of the D.C. Visit will 
reach key business and community 
leaders through this important 
event. In the past, attendees to the 
reception included the Secretary of 
the Air Force and other high-ranking 
military and government officials. 

Sponsors receive recognition at 
personal briefings with Oklahoma’s 
senators and congressmen, a 
reception on Capitol Hill with 
federal officials and Pentagon 
leadership and breakfast meetings on 
current legislative topics. 

The Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber is the go-to source 
for individuals relocating to the 
Oklahoma City area as well as for 
businesses recruiting employees to 
relocate here. Get in front of new 
Oklahoma City residents through 
A Better Life Relocation Guide, a 
digital and printed resource that 
showcases Oklahoma City as a great 
place to live, work and play.

All ads in the printed relocation 
guide will also be in the digital 
version, and each advertiser receives 
a monthly email with the addresses 
and phone numbers of individuals 
and businesses that requested the 
relocation guide. 

The Chamber’s primary website 
reached more than 95,000 visitors 
in 2013. Each sponsor’s logo will 
be prominently displayed and 
linked to the sponsor’s website.  
OKCChamber.com has been 
recently redesigned to be responsive 
to viewers, which means that all 
sponsorships will be visible on 
phones, tablets and PCs. 

Companies can choose from 
premium homepage sponsorships, 
content sponsors, member spotlights 
and online directory sponsorships.

Annual Campaign Puts Your Company 
in the Spotlight
The 2014 Total Resource Development Campaign (TRDC) kicked off May 7 with more than 150 volunteers 
standing by to help you utilize the marketing opportunities offered by the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber. 
Co-chairs John Higginbotham, Bank of Oklahoma, and Michael Laird, Crowe & Dunlevy, are leading teams of 
volunteers as they work toward their $2.9 million goal.

Since the kickoff, volunteers have worked with Chamber members to identify the best marketing opportunities 
for their businesses, whether it is through a Chamber publication, event or website. Through the month of May, 
TRDC volunteers raised $1.6 million and helped 87 companies become Chamber members.

Are you curious about the types of marketing opportunities that might be available for your business? Read on for 
a sample of how you can reach a unique, business-minded audience with your company’s message.

For a list of volunteers who can help you find the perfect advertising or sponsorship solution for your company, visit 
www.okcchamber.com/trdc or contact a TRDC volunteer.

www.okcchamber.comDC Visit

D.C. Visit 2015 A Better Life Relocation Guide www.OKCChamber.com 
Sponsorships
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Oklahoma City’s population growth – and increase in 
buying power – is among the strongest in the nation, 
increasing by almost 20 percent from 2000-2013, with 
1.5 percent annual growth. Oklahoma City is brimming 
with buyers, which is one selling point that the City of 
Oklahoma City and Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 

officials promoted at ICSC 
RECon, the global retail 
real estate convention that 
took place in Las Vegas on 
May 18-20, 2014.

“Retail recruitment is 
a critical aspect to any 
community’s economic 
and social health,” said 
Kurt Foreman, executive 
vice president of economic development for the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber. “ICSC RECon gives us the 
opportunity to foster relationships that develop into 
business partnerships for our communities.”

In addition to the increase in residents, Oklahoma City’s 
residents also experience a cost of living that is 17.2 percent 
below the national average – all while personal income 
levels grow at an annual rate of 3.29 percent. Oklahoma 
City already accounts for 18 percent of the state’s total 

An investment in 
Human Capital

Your organization’s employees are among 
its greatest assets. Putting the OU Medicine 
YourHealth program to work for you can 
help promote better health and increase 
retention of these valued employees.

Find out how the YourHealth program can help your organization 
decrease healthcare costs, reduce absenteeism, increase 
productivity and decrease sick leave through the following programs:

• Physician-guided health screening    • Health risk appraisal 
• Health audit    • Wellness navigator    • Executive physicals 

• On-site health clinic    • Wellness portal
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For more information, contact Christina Nguyen at (405) 271-1486;  
christina-nguyen@ouhsc.edu or visit  

http://www.oumedicine.com/ouphysicians/about-ou-physicians/yourhealth.

 Climb to Your Highest 

Valir HEALTHFORCE provides  employer-
based  wellness services with a focus on 
cost containment, lowered risk, and a 
healthier workforce.
                         
Valir PHYSICAL THERAPY provides the 
highest quality treatment options,             
including unique programs for each           
patient’s rehabilitation. 

Establishing a Higher Standard

       
Valir Health | www.valir.com 

 405.609.3600

Potential

Oklahoma City Touts Retail Success

Oklahoma City’s population has grown by more than 5 percent 
since 2010. This increase in population alongside the low cost 
of living in Oklahoma City make it an attractive area for retail 
development.

14

Ju
ne

 20
14

 G
re

at
er

 O
kla

ho
ma

 C
ity

 C
ha

mb
er

 Th
e P

oin
t! 



sales tax revenue, and because of 
its central location and available 
land area, it offers a prime place 
for “destination” retail – those 
unique, one-of-a-kind stores that 
attract both locals and visitors 
alike. 

“Retailers find Oklahoma 
City’s economic vitality very 
attractive when choosing the 
location of their next store,” Foreman said. “We have a 
low cost of living, which means that people have more 

disposable income to spend 
in retail establishments.”

New locations and 
announcements from 
retailers and management 
groups total more than 
$60 million in capital 
projects over the next 
two to five years, with 

significant announcements 
including the third 
phase of development 
at the Outlet Shoppes 
of Oklahoma City and 
the purchase of Classen 
Curve, Nichols Hills Plaza 
and Triange @ Classen 
Curve shopping centers by 
Cloumbus-based Glimcher 
Realty Trust. 

Oklahoma City is also 
making strides in developing 
underserved markets in the 
metro area. In March 2014, a 
$20 million redevelopment, 
a n c h o r e d  b y  a  n e w 
50,000-square-foot grocery 
store, was announced as part 
of a makeover of the NE 23 
corridor. 

The Outlet Shoppes of 
Oklahoma City has 
announced a third phase is 
under development, which is 
significant news for the metro 
area’s retail community. 

Whether it’s Human Resources, Safety, Leadership Development, Health Care, Service Industry, 

Conferences or other training needs, our experienced staff will help maximize your bottom-line. 

OSU-OKC will partner with you to train for results!

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY TRAINING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
(405) 945-3228 | www.osuokc.edu/training

Customized Training Resources to Meet Your Needs!

Oklahoma’s “Brightest Orange!”
We measure OUR success by YOUR success.
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Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Lead Investor
AAA Fiberglass Repair, LLC
Oil & Gas Services
Mr. James Kringlen ............... 634-1429 
10519 S. Sunnylane
Oklahoma City, OK  73160
www.aaafiberglass.com

AIPe
Architects
Mr. Chad Page ............. (918) 994-4866 
2900 S. Telephone Road, Suite 220B
5405 S. 125th East Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74129
www.aip-enterprises.com

Lead Investor
American Cancer Society
Associations / Membership Organizations
Ms. Lesa Foster .................... 841-5800 
6525 N. Meridian Ave., Suite 110
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.cancer.org

American Cancer Society
Nonprofit / Service Agencies
Ms. Deb Kastner ................... 782-1200 
8400 Silver Crossing
Oklahoma City, OK  73132-3379
www.cancer.org

Apex Geoscience, Inc.
Engineers - Geotechnical
Mr. Sebastian Clements ........ 732-3333 
1265 N. Air Depot Blvd., Suite H
Midwest City, OK  73110-3332
www.apexgeo.com

Lead Investor
Baker Brothers Electric, Inc.
Contractors - Electrical
Electrical Services
Mr. Tom Baker ....................... 799-9994 
2200 S. Eastern Ave.
Moore, OK  73160-6265
www.bakerbrotherselectric.com

Broadway 10 Bar & Chophouse
Restaurants
Mr. Aaron T. Soward .............. 651-6501 
1007 N. Broadway Ave., Suite B
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-5811
www.provision-concepts.com

Building Minds, LLC
Educational Services
Ms. Tracey L. Cheek .............. 443-4530 
6608 N. Western Ave., Suite 173
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.building-minds.com

CNG of OKC
Automobile - Natural Gas Conversion
Mr. Josh Chapman ................ 551-8200 
100 NW 122nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.CNGofOKC.com

Lead Investor
Cargill
Pet Foods Wholesale & Manufacturers
Mr. Kyle Shiplett .................... 236-0525 
2100 S. Robinson Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73109-5943
www.cargill.com

Cargill Food Distribution
Food Distributors
Mr. Rick Johnson ................... 681-7675 
14343 N. Kelley Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.cargill.com

Lead Investor
Choctaw Defense Services
Communications - Electronics
Data Systems - Consultants & Designers
Security Control Systems & Service
Mr. Chad Page ............. (918) 994-4866 
5405 S. 125th East Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74146
www.choctawdefenseservices.com

Lead Investor
Environmental Testing, Inc.
Environmental Services
Laboratories - Testing
Mr. Sam Arnold ..................... 488-2400 
4619 N. Sante Fe Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118
www.etilab.com

Health Insurance Resolutions, LLC
Insurance - Health
Ms. Kristen Zebert-Freeny ..... 808-8687 
2917 S. Bryant Ave., Suite A
625 Summer Drive
Edmond, OK  73025
www.alternatives2aca.com

Homestand Preparation Station
Outdoor Stores
Mr. Scott Harper ................... 242-3622 
2850 NW 63rd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.homestandready.com

Lead Investor
Jay London Homes
Home Builders
Mr. Jay London ............. (580) 704-4787 
1207 Hershel Drive
P.O. Box 572
Elgin, OK  73538-0572
www.jaylondonhomes.com

Johnson Controls, Inc.
Air Conditioning & Heating Equipment & Systems Repair
Ms. Angelica Freimann ......... 688-3777 
4730 SW 20th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128
www.johnsoncontrols.com

La Brasa Peruvian Kitchen
Restaurants
Mr. James Vu ........................ 524-2251 
1310 NW 25th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73106
www.labrasaokc.com

Maywood Apartment Homes
Apartments
Ms. Jamie Mason .................. 601-6607 
425 N. Oklahoma Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73104
www.themaywoodapts.com

NPI Cherokee, LLC
Printers
Ms. Katy Brown ........... (800) 858-2651 
325 S. Quincy Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74120-2815
www.nameplatesusa.com

The Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma
Nonprofit / Service Agencies
Mr. Steve McGuffin ............... 858-8557 
408 NW 7th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.nature.org/oklahoma

Newmark Grubb Levy Strange Beffort
Real Estate - Commercial
Mr. Jared Andresen ...... (918) 481-3200 
2021 S. Lewis, Suite 410
Tulsa, OK  74104
www.newmarklsb.com

Oklahoma Fidelity Bank
Banks
Financial Services
Mortgages
Branch Manager ................... 507-3155 
320 SW 19th St.
Moore, OK  73160
www.fidelitybank.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bronze
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Bronze

Bronze
Oklahoma Web Design & Hosting
Internet - Web Hosting & Web Design
Ms. Angela Drabek ................ 688-7093 
10600 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 16-235
Oklahoma City, OK  73170
www.oklahomawebdesign.com

Planned 2 Perfection Events
Special Event Planning / Consulting
Ms. Amanda Sikich ............... 205-8193 
6437 N. Olie Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.planned2perfectionokc.com

Providence Place
Apartments
Ms. Donna Lisenbee ............. 789-3800 
6001 SW 12th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128-1861
www.theprovidenceplaceapts.com

RCB Bank
Banks
Mr. Jim Gray.......................... 608-5200 
16561 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Edmond, OK  73013
www.rcbbank.com

RCB Bank
Banks
Mr. Jim Gray.......................... 608-5200 
855 W. Covell Road
Edmond, OK  73003
www.rcbbank.com

RCB Bank
Banks
Mr. Jim Gray.......................... 608-5200 
909 W. Edmond Road
Edmond, OK  73003
www.rcbbank.com

RCB Bank
Banks
Mr. Scott Fuller ............ (855) 226-5722 
1120 Rambling Oaks Drive, Suite 200
Norman, OK  73071
www.rcbbank.com

RTS Construction & Roofing, LLC
Roofing Contractors
Mr. Robert Fuentes ................ 543-8842 
2512 E. Hills Road
Moore, OK  73160

The Right Way Janitorial Services, LLC
Janitorial Services
Ms. Shannon Nix ................... 822-7969 
1801 Breakers West Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128
www.therightwayjanitorial.com

Sandbur Productions
Video Production
Ms. Jenifer Reynolds ............. 399-3122 
15520 W. Hefner Road
P.O. Box 464
Jones, OK  73049
www.insidereining.com

Seldin Company - Mt. Olive / Capitol Square
Property Management
Ms. Jo Hamm ........................ 486-7921 
3856 N. Kelley Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73111-5159
www.seldin.com

Smart Shelters, Inc.
Manufacturers
Storm Shelters / Safe Rooms
Mr. Robin Hood ..................... 605-5636 
4000 S. Prospect Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73129
www.smartsheltersinc.com

Board of Advisors 
Square Deal Capital
Investments
Mr. Grant Soderberg .............. 808-6290 
5708 NW 132nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73142
www.squaredealcapital.com

Lead Investor
TEEM - The Education &  
Employment Ministry
Nonprofit / Service Agencies
Training Programs
Mr. Kris Steele ...................... 235-5671 
14 NE 13th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73104-1426
www.teem.org

Traditions at Westmoore
Apartments
Ms. Catherine Dodd .............. 692-6300 
12205 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City,   73170
www.traditionsatwestmoore.com

Waters Edge Winery
Wineries
Mr. Adam Edwards ...... (405) 494-1954 
712 N. Broadway Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.wewokc.com

Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

Each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUE BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Oklahoma City
(405) 947-5676  •  www.warrenproducts.com

Locally owned & operated since 1983
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Burns & McDonnell
615 N. Hudson Ave., Suite 200
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

CRS Oklahoma
35 N. Meridian Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73107

Synergy HomeCare
13720 N. Bryant Ave.
Edmond, OK 73013

Keller Williams Platinum
4513 Memorial Circle
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

Homestand Preparation Station
2850 NW 63rd St
Oklahoma City, OK 73116

Schlotzsky’s – NW Expressway
3323 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Echelon OKC
3409 S. Broadway, Suite 600-B
Edmond, OK 73013

GRAND OPENINGS

To view more photos, see 
the schedule of upcoming  

Grand Openings or 
subscribe to the Grand 
Openings calendar, visit 
www.okcchamber.com/

grandopenings.

Congratulations to the following Chamber members on 
their recent Grand Openings! All Chamber members are 

welcome to attend Grand Openings.

My OU Medicine primary care doctor knows me well — and that’s very important to me. We’ve developed a 
relationship and we’re comfortable with each other, resulting in more openness and understanding. We’ve 
built a real bond over the years, because she’s devoted to my lifelong care. I’m grateful because they’re helping 
keep me and my family alive and well.

OU Medical Center  |  OU Physicians  |  The Children’s Hospital  |  OU College of Medicine   |  oumedicine.com

HELPING KEEP YOU

ALIVE & WELLmyOUdoc.com

Devoted to Lifelong Care

Find Your Doctor at
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TOGETHER, WE RAISED

$22,067,626
FOR CENTRAL OKLAHOMA.

Thank you so much for
your support this year.

We would not have been 
able to do it without you.

www.unitedwayokc.org

A Division of Dale Rogers Training Center

Our MissiOn
Prism Place provides  
employment opportunities  
for people with disabilities 
through DRTC, an Oklahoma 
non-profit since 1953.

Enjoy Pizza For A Cause!
Every purchase made at this Papa Murphy’s location  
supports efforts to find employment opportunities for 
people with disabilities in your community.

Call ahead: 405-601-6869 
2220 NW 23rd St

hourS: SuN-thu 11am-8pm • Fri-Sat 11am-9pm
WWW.papamurphyS.Com

Find Us! Like Us! Follow Us!

Owned & Operated by drtC, an 
OklahOma nOn-prOfit sinCe 1953

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

OKC Ranks No. 1 for Starting a Business

1 Oklahoma 
City, OK $590.19 9.58% 28.7% $24,982 3.8% 10.34 B+ 90.28 73.01

2 Miami, FL $513.65 18.64% 23.4% $20,671 5.8% 20.78 D 107.62 67.77

3 Omaha, NE $342.56 12.61% 33.1% $25,046 3.7% 8.09 A- 87.23 67.04

4 Raleigh, NC $114.63 19.64% 46.8% $29,710 4.8% 10.5 A 93.6 66.65

5 Nashville, TN $315.22 5.04% 36.2% $25,817 4.6% 10.44 A 87.64 65.83

Rank City
C&I loans 
per capita

Per capita
income

Unemployment 
rate

(April 2014)

Businesses 
per 100 

residents

Small 
business 

grade

Cost of 
living 
index Final score

Population 
growth 

2007-2012

Percentage 
of 25+ 

population
with 

Bachelor’s 
or higher

SCORE, a nonprofit dedicated to helping small businesses, ranked Oklahoma City as the top place to start a small 
business based upon access to funding, human capital, local economy, business-friendliness and affordability.  Of the 50 
largest cities in the nation, Oklahoma City banks lent the highest per capita monetary amount of small business loans. 
Oklahoma City is home to several small business incubators, such as i2E, Inc., a private not-for-profit that aids tech-
based entrepreneurs and early stage businesses. Oklahoma Small Business Development Centers are another resource 
that provide training and support to local entrepreneurs.

Source: FDIC, US Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Thumbtack’s Survey, & C2ER ;  SCORE.org; 
http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/cities/economics/best-cities-start-business/ 
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Periodicals

PAID
Oklahoma City, OK

731

LOOK INSIDE!

             twitter.com/okcchamber 

             facebook.com/okcchamber

We love the places we call home and the people we call neighbors. It’s our pledge and privilege to make 
a difference and build stronger, healthier communities — because the world we live in tomorrow depends 
on the difference we make today. We are Chesapeake, and we are leading a responsible energy future.

We are Chesapeake.
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