
With the beginning of 2013 comes another year that 
Oklahoma City grows closer to seeing the MAPS 3 
projects come to fruition. In fact, by the end of this year, 
five of the eight projects will be under construction, 
with all except the more costly projects – the modern 
streetcar, new convention center and downtown public 
park.

Recent national economic conditions have left many 
companies and organizations looking for ways to cut 
back on additional costs. When it comes to groups that 
host conferences and conventions, this often means 
being open to the opportunity of having these events in 
smaller markets.

January 2013                                                                 www.okcchamber.com

A new convention center will allow Oklahoma City to 
capitalize on opportunities that the current facility prohibits 
and increase usage of the space.

Business Community Gears Up for Session

Continued on page 10

Working to Increase Our Potential  

Continued on page 5

In December, the Chamber’s Board of Directors adopted 
a comprehensive set of priorities for the 2013 legislative 
session. Below are some of the key issues for the 2013 
session. To see the Chamber’s full legislative agenda, visit 
www.okcbusinessadvocate.com. 

Workers’ Compensation Reform
With Oklahoma’s workers’ compensation insurance rates 
continuing to escalate and claim costs continuing to be 
higher than the national average, significant reforms to 
the state’s workers’ compensation laws must be enacted. 
The Chamber will support all changes necessary to 
make Oklahoma economically competitive in this 
area, including a change to an administrative workers’ 
compensation system.  

State Income Tax Reform
The Chamber applauds the efforts of Gov. Mary Fallin and 
legislative leaders to reform Oklahoma’s tax structure and 

to responsibly reduce the state income tax to a level that 
will make our state more competitive. However, we believe 
the following tax reform guidelines should be followed in 
order to preserve and enhance our state’s business climate:  

•	  A tax system most conducive to economic success 
will maintain diverse revenue streams to fund core 
services.  

•	  Tax reform decisions should not include multi-
year tax reduction formulas. 

•	  Elected officials should maintain revenue neutrality 
and adequately fund core government services that 
are essential to economic development. 

•	  We support retaining the state’s premier economic 
development incentive programs, such as the 
Quality Jobs Act and the 21st Century Quality Jobs 
Act, which are supported by the state income tax. 
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Oklahoma City’s popularity as a visitor destination 
continues to grow. Increased visitor traffic opens 
opportunities for further economic development, but it 
also has an incredible impact on the development of our 
city’s image. We have seen time and time again that once 
visitors come to our city, the majority of them depart with 
a positive perception. Our new, larger and more useful 
convention center will only increase the opportunities for 
us to get more visitors here.  

In recent weeks, this particular MAPS 3 project has 
been at the forefront of discussion amongst residents, City 
Council, and the media. How much space do we need? Have we chosen the right location? 
What other infrastructure needs come along with a new center? 

Asking questions is a good thing. It leads to careful examination of goals, and encourages 
great minds to collaborate to make a project the best it can be. But in the case of Oklahoma 
City’s convention center, we need to make sure we are asking the right questions. The 
question of whether we need a new convention center was answered by the citizens when 
we voted yes. The next question should be, how do we build a convention center that meets 
both the needs of the convention center industry and our community?

The lessons learned by other cities are certainly helpful, but they don’t tell the whole 
story. Our goals should be based on what Oklahoma City’s market needs to be competitive. 
What configuration helps us to win more business in the markets where we compete. The 
real question should be how do we build a convention center that is large enough to meet 
the current demand, and with the opportunity for future expansion down the road?

Oklahoma City has always been a forward-thinking city. We say “yes” when others say 
“no”. Our city leadership makes promises, and they have delivered, successfully, on every 
promise made to voters. So the ultimate question is, what kind of a city do we want to be? I 
think we want to be the type of city that continues to grow, prosper and build the best city 
for our citizens and visitors. Our vision is to be the best Oklahoma City we can be, and so 
far that vision has served us well.
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OPUBCO Ad

FESTIVAL 
EVENTS

INCLUDE:

• Nadia Comaneci Invitational
More than 1500 gymnasts compete from around the country!

• Nadia Comaneci International Invitational
Elite gymnasts from around the world!

• Bart Conner Invitational
A 3-day gymnastics event for more than 300 boys!

• Perfect 10 Challenge
Friday night college meet: OU, BYU, Boise State, & Texas 
Woman’s University

• Sports & Health Expo
• Riversport Indoor Kayak & Rowing Challenge

Olympic-caliber rowers face off
• 3rd Annual RUNderground

5K Fun Run in the OKC Underground 
• UCO Wellness Center Sports Experience 
• OKC Thunder Fit w/ Rumble the Bison

Don’t miss this chance to affiliate yourself with this positive, one-of-a-kind event!
All sponsorships include: face-to-face interaction with more than 10,000 potential customers  •  Extensive multimedia 

and grassroots marketing  •  Your ad in a Special Section in the Wednesday, February 13, issue of The Oklahoman

Call your OPUBCO Communications Group Marketing Consultant 
at (405) 475-3156 to learn more about sponsorships!

SPONSOR THE 2013 BART & NADIA 
SPORTS & HEALTH FESTIVAL!
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Working to Increase Our Potential  
(continued from page 1)

An article on site selection by George Seli from the 
October/November 2012 issue of Association Conventions 
& Facilities magazine stated: “When it comes to selecting 
a host city for a convention, ‘second tier’ translates to 
‘good value’ for many association planners.” 

“I’m sure every group would love to have their 
conferences in Chicago or San Diego, but it’s not always 
wise from a cost standpoint. When groups want a good 
turnout at their event, they have to look at many factors, 
including the costs, and decide what is going to be best 
for their attendees,” said Robin O’Connor, director of 
Convention Sales and Services for the Oklahoma City 
Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB). “Places like 
Oklahoma City offer incredible value without losing the 
charm and quality.”

The current Cox Convention Center offers just 
152,000 square feet of sellable space. While this may 
sound more than adequate, the three components 
included in that number cannot always accommodate 
all of a groups’ needs. Many groups require significant 
breakout or education space. The Cox Convention 
Center only has 29,000 square feet in 22 rooms, leaving 
many groups without the space necessary for their 
increasingly important educational programs. 

At 26,000-square-feet, the Grand Ballroom is a large 
area, but the divisibility of the room often limits its 
ability to serve multiple functions simultaneously. The 
“100,000-square-foot” exhibit hall is actually just 97,103 
square feet with 81,391 feet of space with a high ceiling 
(26’) and 15,700 feet with a 14-foot ceiling, too low for 
many of the industry-standard exhibits.

“Between each event, we often have one to two 
days for one group to tear down and the next group 
to set up,” said Mike Carrier, president of the CVB. 
“That means that if we were able to schedule four-day 
conventions every week for an entire year, we’d end up 
with about 230 days of actual events and 125 days with 
no public activity. However, it can often take three to 
four days to tear down and set up. Combine that with 
secular or religious holidays and seasonal factors and 
it drops the true availability of dates down to about 
175 per year of actual use. Our current facility just 

cannot function in a way that allows us to do both at 
the same time and therefore we cannot maximize the 
opportunities and interest we get.”

These barriers are lessening the value of the key factors 
that play into Oklahoma City’s future potential for 
increased convention and meeting business such as the 
city’s growing number of direct flights (which has grown 
to 27, with San Francisco and Cleveland being added 
in the last 16 months) and an overall increase in the 
positive image of the city. 

In recent years, Oklahoma City has continued to buck 
trends. Hotel availability has increased by 50 percent 
since 2012, with the number of rooms available up to 
nearly 16,000. The revenue from rooms rented and from 
hotel/motel tax collection has increased by almost 300 
percent in the same amount of time. 

“You don’t see this significant of an increase in other 
cities around the country, especially as our country 
continues to rebound from the recession,” said Carrier.

In the second half of 2012 alone, the CVB booked 
conventions which will bring more than 220,000 
attendees. 

“We have groups who want to come to Oklahoma 
City but our current facilities just don’t meet their 
needs,“ said O’Connor. “The new convention center will 
open our doors to a whole new group of organizations 
who are looking for quality, friendly locations that offer 
affordable rates for their activities. There’s no reason why 
we should not be a city that can meet those needs.”

FESTIVAL 
EVENTS

INCLUDE:

• Nadia Comaneci Invitational
More than 1500 gymnasts compete from around the country!

• Nadia Comaneci International Invitational
Elite gymnasts from around the world!

• Bart Conner Invitational
A 3-day gymnastics event for more than 300 boys!

• Perfect 10 Challenge
Friday night college meet: OU, BYU, Boise State, & Texas 
Woman’s University

• Sports & Health Expo
• Riversport Indoor Kayak & Rowing Challenge

Olympic-caliber rowers face off
• 3rd Annual RUNderground

5K Fun Run in the OKC Underground 
• UCO Wellness Center Sports Experience 
• OKC Thunder Fit w/ Rumble the Bison

Don’t miss this chance to affiliate yourself with this positive, one-of-a-kind event!
All sponsorships include: face-to-face interaction with more than 10,000 potential customers  •  Extensive multimedia 

and grassroots marketing  •  Your ad in a Special Section in the Wednesday, February 13, issue of The Oklahoman

Call your OPUBCO Communications Group Marketing Consultant 
at (405) 475-3156 to learn more about sponsorships!

SPONSOR THE 2013 BART & NADIA 
SPORTS & HEALTH FESTIVAL!

The new convention center will not only increase the square 
footage of the exhibit hall, but will also likely include 
additional meeting rooms to meet groups’ needs.
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State of the City: Jan. 24
Join members of Greater Oklahoma City’s business community 
as Mayor Mick Cornett shares key initiatives and visions for 
Oklahoma City at the annual State of the City luncheon, 
Thursday, Jan. 24, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cox 
Convention Center, 1 Myriad Gardens. Pete Delaney, 2013 
Chamber chairman, OGE Energy Corp., will also share the 
Chamber’s major strategic objectives.

Corporate tables seating 10 are available for $1,000. 
Individual tickets are $50 for Chamber members and $75 for 
non-members. 

Special thanks to Signature Sponsor The Professional 
Basketball Club, LLC - Oklahoma City Thunder.

Legislative Breakfast: Jan. 31
With the 2013 
Legislative 
Session beginning 
in February, 
don’t miss the 
opportunity to 
hear from a panel 
of Republican 
and Democratic 
leadership from the 

Oklahoma State House and State Senate as they discuss issues 
affecting local business at the annual Legislative Breakfast on 
Thursday, Jan. 31 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the Oklahoma City 
Marriott Hotel, 3233 NW Expressway.

This event offers the perfect opportunity for Chamber 
members to meet area legislators and have a voice on the 
issues impacting the business community. The cost to attend 
this breakfast is $40 for Chamber members and $50 for non-
members.

Special thanks to Signature Sponsor The Boeing Company; 
Host Sponsor Oklahoma City Marriott Hotel; Government 
Relations Benefactors AT&T Oklahoma, Chesapeake Energy 
Corporation and Devon Energy Corporation; and Government 
Relations Sponsors Cox Communications and OGE Energy 
Corp. 

January 22
Sunset Reception
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: The Outlet Shoppes at   
Oklahoma City, 7624 W. Reno, Suite 380
Cost: There is no cost to attend and RSVP is 
not required.

January 24
State of the City
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Cox Convention Center,  
1 Myriad Gardens
Cost: $50 for members, $75 for non-members; 
Corporate tables seating 10 are available for 
$1,000

January 31
Legislative Breakfast
Time: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
Location: Oklahoma City Marriott Hotel,  
3233 NW Expressway
Cost: $40 for members, $50 for non-members

February 12
Member Orientation
Time: 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave.
Cost: There is no cost to attend this event. 
Register by contacting Christine Soileau at 
csoileau@okcchamber.com.

February 20
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Credit Union Association   
of Oklahoma, 631 E. Hill St.
Cost: $35 for members. Advanced 
reservations are required and must be made 
no later than Friday, Feb. 15 at 5 p.m. To reg-
ister, email register@okcchamber.com. Only 
one person per Chamber member company 
may attend.

February 21
Chairman’s Event with Gov. Fallin
Time: 7:30 - 9 a.m., Registration begins at 7 a.m.
Location: Oklahoma Christian University,   
2501 E. Memorial Rd., Edmond
Cost: $35 for members, $40 for non-members; 
Corporate tables seating 8 are available for 
$500.

Register securely online for 
Chamber events at 

www.okcchamber.com/events.

Upcoming EvEnts CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
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MegaLunch: Feb. 20

Each quarter, Chamber members get the exclusive 
opportunity to share their products and services with 
other members at MegaLunch. The first MegaLunch 
of 2013 will be Wednesday, Feb. 20, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Credit Union Association of Oklahoma, 
631 E. Hill St. This fast-paced, intensive event uses a 
rotation schedule to allow participants to maximize their 
connections in a brief period of time. Due to the unique 
format of this event, only one person per member 
company can attend. Reservations are required and 
must be made by 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 15. For more 
information or to make reservations, email   
register@okcchamber.com.

Special thanks to Series Signature Sponsor Allen Style 
Homes and Host Sponsor Credit Union Association of 
Oklahoma.

Sunset Reception: Jan. 22
Held monthly, Sunset Receptions are one of Chamber 
members’ favorite networking opportunities. The 
January Sunset Reception will be held at The Outlet 
Shoppes at Oklahoma City, 7624 W. Reno, Suite 380, 
on Tuesday, Jan. 22 from 4 to 6 p.m. Come experience 
one of Oklahoma City’s fastest growing retail centers 
while networking with Chamber members and the 
public. There is no cost to attend this event and RSVP is 
not required.

Member Orientation: 
Feb. 12
Held each month, Member Orientations are a great 
opportunity to learn information about the Chamber’s 
key initiatives, programs, events and networking 
opportunities. On Tuesday, Feb. 12, come to the 
Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave., from 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
and meet other Chamber members while discovering 
how to maximize your membership. To register, contact 
Christine Soileau at csoileau@okcchamber.com.

Health

Call us today at 405-609-3600
www.valir.com

Establishing a
higher standard

Establishing a
higher standard

Inpatient and Outpatient Physical Rehabilitation
Hospice Care  •  Workforce Wellness  •  Consulting and Billing

SAVE THE DATE

Friday FOrum
“Becoming a Visitor Destination”

Friday, March 1 | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Sheraton Oklahoma City 
1 North Broadway

www.okcchamber.com/events
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Mail Dominance.
Maximize your direct mail presence with COMTECH.

OMTECH SETS THE BAR IN DIRECT MAIL 

strategies for business. You could say we 

dominate in unique mail solutions. But we don’t stop 

there. We also provide a range of design-layout and 

printing solutions to reach your businesses direct success. 

Contact one of our representatives today and 

let us show you how we can help your 

business dominate in your world market.

Direct success. 

405.843.3185   |   www.accesscomtech.com
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As the voice of business in the community, the 
Chamber advocates for the needs of local businesses 
at the Capitol during each legislative session. Prior 
to the session each year, the Chamber creates its 
legislative agenda. The Chamber works hand-in-hand 
with its partners, pursuing and protecting legislation 
to promote a strong future for Oklahoma businesses. 
The process of determining which priorities will be on 
the agenda in any given year begins nearly six months 
in advance, and involves input from hundreds of local 
businesses.  

 

“The Chamber’s member companies represent close 
to 278,000 employees across multiple industries. It is 
crucial that we get input from a number of avenues 
in order to truly represent these companies and 
their employees,” said Mark VanLandingham, vice 
president of government relations and policy for the 
Chamber. “Our ultimate goal is to create a stronger 
business climate in our region and the state, working 
to do everything we can to assist the companies we 
represent succeed. It’s important to us that the business 
community is well-represented.”

Early in the summer, the Chamber’s government 
relations team begins reaching out to local businesses. 
Through conversations, committee meetings and in-
person visits, the team begins to identify major potential 
issues. The economic development Business Retention 
and Expansion team interviews more than 300 local 
businesses each year, providing insight into the needs of 

the business community. 

Also during the development of the agenda, 
there are three issue-specific committees that are 
highly involved – the Healthcare, Education and 
Transportation committees. Each of these contains 35 
to 40 representatives in those specific areas. The groups 
outline their top priorities, and then present them to 
the government relations committee. The Chamber’s 
government relations team, government relations 
committee and the issue-specific committees work 
together to create a final list, which is then presented 
to the Chamber’s executive committee. The executive 
committee recommends changes based on their insight 
and knowledge, and then the agenda is given to the 
Chamber board for final approval in November. 
Involving so many parties in the process ensures that the 
business community’s most pressing issues are identified. 

“A competitive economic climate is vital for our 
businesses to thrive,” said VanLandingham. “That’s 
why the process of creating the agenda is extensive and 
carefully executed.”

Historically, issues on the legislative agenda 
include protecting economic development incentives, 
strengthening education and reforming systems 
that strain Oklahoma businesses, such as workers’ 
compensation and lawsuit reform.

To see this year’s full legislative agenda, visit   
www.okcchamber.com/legislative. 

Determining Our Priorities for 2013

Chamber events such as the annual Legislative Breakfast open 
the door for conversation about the issues facing businesses.

Through interviews with local companies, the Chamber can 
determine where to focus advocacy efforts.
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•	  We will only support changes to the income tax 
code that will not have the effect of shifting the 
burden of generating or collecting future revenues 
onto Oklahoma companies. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Business Incentives
We rely heavily on a number of the state’s economic 
development and incentive programs to recruit companies 
to Greater Oklahoma City and to enhance opportunities 
for our existing companies. To see the Chamber’s position 
on specific economic and community development 
incentive programs, visit  www.okcchamber.com/agenda.

Tort Reform
The Chamber supports additional lawsuit reform in 
Oklahoma, including legislation to:  absolve businesses 
from liability when providing products or services in 
emergencies; place “lawsuit lenders” under the UCC 
Consumer Credit Code or state usury laws; and adopt 
the “Transparency in Private Attorney Contracting Act” 
to establish policies and limits on the use of private 
contingency fee attorneys on behalf of the state.

Research and Development
We advocate full funding for programs managed by 
OCAST, specifically the Seed Capital Fund and other 
programs managed by i2E, to support the creation and 
growth of small businesses and jobs in Oklahoma.

American Indian Cultural Center & Museum
The Chamber will support legislation to allow state bonds 
(or other state funding) to be issued to match privately 
raised money  to facilitate the completion of the AICCM if 
the AICCM develops a plan to fund its ongoing operations.

Pension Reform
The Chamber supports legislation to strengthen the long-
term financial condition of the state’s pension plans.

Quality Events Act
The Chamber supports legislation to strengthen and improve 
the Oklahoma Quality Events Act to allow Oklahoma 
communities to attract and retain high-economic impact events.

Liquor Laws 
We support a State Question to allow Oklahomans to 

determine whether to allow wine to be sold in grocery stores.

TRANSPORTATION
I-40 Crosstown Reconnection  
The Chamber believes restoring full access between 
I-40 and downtown Oklahoma City is critical, and will 
therefore advocate for the reconnection of I-40 to Shields/
Gaylord (at the east end) and to Western Avenue (at the 
west end) by the end of 2013.   

We will work with the Congressional delegation, the 
Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) and 
the City of Oklahoma City to ensure the timely completion 
of the Downtown Boulevard as soon as it is practical. We 
believe that significant delays in completing the Downtown 
Boulevard could impair access to downtown and negatively 
impact current and future businesses located along the 
proposed boulevard route and within the downtown core.    

Major Interchanges 
The Chamber will advocate for funding and completing 
work on major interchanges located at I-44 and Broadway 
Extension, I-240 and I-35 (Crossroads), and I-40 east of 
I-240 as well as improvements to the flyover connecting 
westbound Kilpatrick Turnpike with the Lake Hefner 
Parkway and the necessary improvements to S.H. 74 
(north of Lake Hefner Parkway).

ODOT Eight-Year Plan 
We support annual appropriations necessary to preserve and 
implement ODOT’s eight-year construction work plan.

Federal Highway Trust Fund 
The Chamber will work with our Congressional 
delegation, ODOT, and the City of Oklahoma City 
to secure a permanent funding solution for the Federal 
Highway Trust Fund (including Mass Transit programs).    

HEALTH CARE 
Medicaid/Oklahoma Plan
The Chamber supports efforts by Oklahoma’s leaders to 
develop an Oklahoma plan to extend health insurance 
coverage to Oklahoma’s uninsured residents and cover 
the costs of uncompensated care that are currently shifted 
to responsible employers and health care providers. 
Acceptance of federal funds should be considered.

Business Community Gears Up for Session 
(continued from page 1)



11

Ja
nu

ar
y 2

01
3 G

re
at

er
 O

kla
ho

ma
 C

ity
 C

ha
mb

er
 Th

e P
oin

t! 

Mandates
We oppose new health insurance mandates and liability 
that will undermine an employer’s ability to provide 
quality health insurance at reasonable cost to employees. 

Health Insurance Network 
We support the creation of an Oklahoma-led and private 
sector-based health insurance network that will provide 
a marketplace for Oklahomans and serve to prevent the 
imposition of burdensome federal mandates.  

Research and Development 
The Chamber will oppose efforts to unreasonably restrict 
the continued development of the state’s bioscience and 
research programs and will support efforts to foster an 
environment that is conducive to further research.

Pre-K - 12 Education
Early Childhood Education 
Targeted spending on our youngest children is simply 
a smart investment. We support legislative initiatives to 
maintain early childhood education programs and initiatives. 

Charter Schools 
We support creating charter schools and enabling 
successful charter schools to grow. Oklahoma should:

•	  Enable charter schools to fund infrastructure, which 
may include changes to the school funding formula 
and/or allowing charter schools to utilize bond funding.  

•	  Lift the caps on how many students can attend charter 
schools by  allowing charters schools to be located 
anywhere in the state and encouraging authorizers to 
expand caps on charter school attendance.

Fully Funding Recent Education Reforms 
The Chambers support protecting existing education 
reforms – in particular ACE, Reading Sufficiency and 
Teacher Leader Effectiveness – by fully funding the strategies 
necessary to successfully meeting these expectations.

Teacher Preparation and Support Pipeline  
Oklahoma’s teacher preparation system needs to be 
improved at all levels. Preparation of prospective teachers, 
on-the-job improvement and rewarding high-performing 
teachers are critical issues.

We support higher education programs and partnerships 
that better prepare teachers for real-life classrooms.

We support the National Board Certification (NBCT) 
model as a basis for teacher improvement, including:   

recertification, with a cap to contain costs; reinstatement 
of scholarships for teachers who want to pursue 
certification and/or continued payment of teachers who 
attained certification under the promise of an annual 
stipend; investment in a pilot, whole-school professional 
development model; pursuit of a pay-for-service stipend 
model for future NBCTs with a focus on mentoring other 
teachers and assuming leadership roles. 

We support development of a competitive market-based 
salary and benefits package for teachers which encourages 
high-performing teachers to stay in the classroom. 

School and Campus Safety 
In the past three years legislation has been introduced that 
would allow certain students to carry concealed weapons 
onto college property. The Chamber continues to oppose 
efforts to permit the carrying of weapons at any early 
childhood facility, K-12 school or on college campuses.

Career Technology and Higher Education
Business & Industry Training   
The Oklahoma CareerTech System is acknowledged as 
one of the top systems in the nation. CareerTech is a key 
ingredient in attracting industry to Oklahoma through 
its Training for Industry Program (TIP). The Chamber 
supports enhancement of CareerTech programming and 
ongoing funding to assure that the training needs for 
new and existing industry are being met.

Higher Education
College Degree Completion and Funding
The Chamber supports Gov. Fallin’s Complete College 
America (CCA) which will increase the number of 
Oklahomans who attain college degrees or post-secondary 
certificates from public colleges and universities, private 
institutions and Career Technology Centers.  

•	  We support prioritizing funds to ensure continued 
success for the CCA initiative as funding is available.  

•	  We also support the scholarship programs of 
Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grants (OTEG), 
Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grants (OTAG), and 
concurrent enrollment, which are vital in reaching 
the Complete College America goals. 

•	  We support higher education capital and 
maintenance improvements to support record 
enrollment growth as funding is available.  
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A key program of the Chamber’s public relations and 
marketing efforts, the OKC News Bureau is working 
to promote Greater Oklahoma City throughout the 
region and nation. Members of this group receive 
a number of benefits, including networking events, 
access to new locations 
around town, media 
story ideas and more. 
Most importantly, News 
Bureau members have 
access to more than 200 
other communications 
professionals who can 
assist with an interview, give advice on a topic and help 
with story ideas.

As Oklahoma City’s momentum grows and the 
city continues to progress forward, it is vital that 
Oklahomans communicate the great things happening 
throughout the community. The News Bureau works 
to put Oklahoma City’s communications professionals 
together to promote our city and work to maintain 

the positive way in which the city is viewed by 
regional and national media. This group of 200 local 
communications professionals serves as a valuable 
resource as they strive to get their messages heard.

“The News Bureau allows the Chamber and 
communications 
professionals to work 
together to promote 
Oklahoma City,” said Roy H. 
Williams, Chamber president 
and CEO. “By opening the 
lines of communication, 
we can work to ensure that 

Oklahoma City is seen for the great city it is.”

Involvement in this group is free, and is open to 
all PR and communications professionals in Greater 
Oklahoma City. For more information on the News 
Bureau, contact Jill Harrison, manager of public 
relations and image development, at 405-297-8990 or  
jharrison@okcchamber.com.

News Group Helps Promote Greater OKC

JOIN TODAY
Visit www.ymca.net to find a Y near you!

Good things come together at the Y. It’s a class for yourself  
or game night for the kids. Support your goals with  
world-class facilities, or support your neighbors’ desires to  
live healthier lives. There’s a little something for everyone  
and a lot for your community. 
Stop in and let us surprise you.

SOMETHING FUN  
FOR EVERYONE
Only at the Y
 



13

Ja
nu

ar
y 2

01
3 G

re
at

er
 O

kla
ho

ma
 C

ity
 C

ha
mb

er
 Th

e P
oin

t! 

Represent OKC in the Nation’s Capital
All Chamber members are invited to travel to 
Washington, D.C. to meet with Oklahoma’s 
congressional delegation as well as Pentagon officials 
during the Chamber’s annual OKC to DC Visit, March  
6-7. Sen. Inhofe will serve as the group’s host. The visit, 
March 6-7, gives Chamber members an opportunity to 
discuss pressing issues such as military, transportation, 

education, funding for 
bioscience research and 
more. 

While visiting 
the nation’s Capital, 
Oklahoma City delegates 
will meet with a number of legislators including Senators 
Jim Inhofe and Tom Coburn and Representatives Jim 
Bridenstine, Tom Cole, James Lankford, Frank Lucas 
and Markwayne Mullin. The agenda includes a reception 
on the Hill with military and Pentagon officials and 
breakfast meetings on a variety of topics including 
military, transportation, health care and workforce 
development.

The cost for the visit is $750 per person and includes 
one night’s lodging at the Washington Marriott at Metro 
Center and all affiliated events. Air travel to and from 
Washington, D.C. is not included, giving participants 
options for extending their stay for additional business 
in the area. The room block is limited. Secure your place 
and view the agenda at www.okcchamber.com/dc.

unitedwayokc.org

We realize you work hard for your money. That’s why we make sure the money you donate works just 
as hard. We support 62 central Oklahoma organizations who are committed to making the big 
changes in our community that we all want to see. Because at United Way of Central Oklahoma, you 
can do more than just give to a cause. You can actually cause something to happen.

unitedwayokc.org

We realize you work hard for your money. That’s why we make sure the money you donate works just 
as hard. We support 62 central Oklahoma organizations who are committed to making the big 
changes in our community that we all want to see. Because at United Way of Central Oklahoma, you 
can do more than just give to a cause. You can actually cause something to happen.

unitedwayokc.org

We realize you work hard for your money. That’s why we make sure the money you donate works just 
as hard. We support 62 central Oklahoma organizations who are committed to making the big 
changes in our community that we all want to see. Because at United Way of Central Oklahoma, you 
can do more than just give to a cause. You can actually cause something to happen.

Call 405.813.9998 or visit us online at

2501 North Utah Ave. • Oklahoma City, OK 73107
www.DRTC.oRg

Blazing Trails, Promoting Abilities Since 1953

give well. 
give BaCk.

Give the gift of Prairie Spice from 
Dale Rogers Training Center and help 

Oklahomans with disabilities be productive.

VISIT ‘13

While in D.C., attendees will hear from Oklahoma’s 
Congrassional delegation. 
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OU Ad

SO, WHAT’S 
WRONG WITH 
THIS PICTURE?

What will Lean show your business? Visit seewhatwesee.ou.edu

SOME IDEAS START WITH A LIGHT BULB TURNING OFF.
The vending machines at Tinker Air Force Base were wasting energy until 
one OU Lean graduate had a bright idea: remove an unnecessary bulb 
and save thousands on energy bills.
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OULN-3646-PrintAds-ThePoint-Vending-8.5x11-Mech.pdf   1   10/2/12   9:43 AM
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PartnErshiP PrOFilE: i2E

The work of creating a stronger Greater Oklahoma City 
is not done by one organization alone. The Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber is often at the forefront of 
programs and initiatives to lead the city, but much of the 
work done is with the cooperation and assistance from 
partner organizations spanning various industries and 
interests.

Originally founded in 1997, i2E was created in 
response to an Oklahoma Center for the Advancement 
of Science and Technology (OCAST) initiative. 
Organizations such as i2E and OCAST provide 
funding and support to entrepreneurs in all stages of 
development. 

Each year, i2E serves more than 100 entrepreneurs, 
aspiring entrepreneurs and inventors, as well as hundreds 
of college students considering entrepreneurship as a 
career path.

“Oklahoma City is gaining notoriety as a healthy 
environment for entrepreneurs,” said Roy H. Williams, 
president and CEO of the Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber. “Entrepreneurship, especially in technology-
based industries, is a critical component of our economic 
development. The Chamber realizes that supporting 
these entrepreneurs, who are creating the next generation 
of corporate headquarter firms, is a critical component 
of economic development today. By partnering with 

organizations such as i2E we can continue to foster that 
spirit and make Greater Oklahoma City a dynamic and 
nurturing place for entrepreneurs and their innovative 
ideas.”

i2E, Inc. has a tremendously positive impact on 
Oklahoma City’s economy. In FY 2012, i2E provided 
advisory services to 105 Oklahoma high-growth startup 
companies and assisted nearly 30 companies in raising 
$24.5 million in private capital. The group also reached 
a milestone by providing $1 million in scholarships, 
fellowships and cash awards to college students 

In 2011, the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
and i2E joined forces to create an entrepreneurial 
development initiative to promote technology startups. 
Housed at i2E in the Presbyterian Health Foundation 
Research Park, the initiative is staffed by Josh O’Brien as 
the director of entrepreneurial development.  

“More and more jobs are being created through 
entrepreneurship and new companies. The Chamber 
was asked what we could do to encourage that,” said 
Williams. “i2E and the Chamber share many of the 
same objectives so working together on programs and 
initiatives is a natural partnership as we work to create a 
better Greater Oklahoma City.”

For more information about i2E, visit www.i2E.org.

i2E Fy2011 reported economic impact

$92M in annualized revenues

80% of revenues obtained from outside the state

$48M in annualized payroll

987 current full-time equivalent employees

53 patents filed and 17 issued

Working Together for Greater OKC
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WeLCOMe neW MeMBeRs
Bronze

Board of Advisors 

apex Geoscience, inc.
Engineers - Geotechnical
Mr. Keith E. Atkins ................ 732-3333 
1265 N. Air Depot Blvd., Suite H
Midwest City, OK  73110-3332
www.apexgeo.com

Benefit Planning, Inc.
Insurance Agents, Brokers and Service
Mr. Larry Slaff ....................... 848-3593 
1400 S. Fretz Ave., Suite 150
P.O. Box 6905
Edmond, OK  73083-6905

Bryan d. raymer, inc.
Consultants
Mr. Bryan D. Raymer ............. 820-3606 
1100 Lake Vista Road
Edmond, OK  73034-8170
www.bdrconsulting.com

Castles' Insurance
Insurance
Ms. Sharon Castles ............... 562-3595 
800 Adams Trail
Edmond, OK  73012
www.castlesinsurance.com

Crescent services
Oil & Gas Services
Ms. Lindsey Emery ................ 603-1200 
5749 NW 132nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73142
www.crescentservices.net

Del City Chamber of Commerce
Chambers of Commerce
Ms. Kay Bibens ..................... 677-1910 
5540 SE 15th St.
Del City, OK  73115
www.delcitychamber.com

Frauenshuh Healthcare REIT, Inc.
Real Estate Management
Ms. Diane Brown ......... (855) 574-3443 
1533 S. 8th St., Suite A
St. Louis, MO  63104
www.frauenshuh.com

Gray haven, llC
Counseling Services
Ms. Regan Gray .................... 613-5670 
1625 NW 147th St.
Edmond, OK  73013-2481

John Hancock Financial Network - Jimmy Le
Financial Services
Mr. Jimmy Le ........................ 478-7700 
700 Cedar Lake Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.jhnetwork.com

Kize Concepts, inc.
Health Services
Mr. Jeffrey M. Ragan ............. 226-0701 
5325 Wisteria Drive
Oklahoma City, OK  73142
www.kizeconcepts.com

LaCosta Facility Support Services
Janitorial Services
Ms. Connie Hanson ...... (800) 235-7232 
440 W. Bonner Road
Wauconda, IL  60084-6065
www.lacostaservices.com

Northwest Oil & Gas Exploration, LLC
Oil & Gas Exploration & Production
Mr. Kevin A. Burshears ......... 241-9705 
125 Park Ave., Suite LL
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.northwestoilandgas.com

Park at Tuscany
Apartments
Mr. Brian Humphries ............. 749-4535 
2737 NW 140th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.caseusa.com

Paymate, inc.
Human Resource Services / Consulting
Ms. Linda J. Newsom ............ 946-8100 
1215 Sovereign Row
Oklahoma City, OK  73108-1824
www.paymate.com

Sharyl Pickens Real Estate
Real Estate
Ms. Sharyl Pickens ............... 314-5437 
7533 NW 12th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73127
www.soldbypickens.com

PinLeague
Internet - Marketing & Advertising
Mr. Daniel P. Maloney ... (954) 816-8823 
1300 Sovereign Row
Oklahoma City, OK  73108-1825
www.pinleague.com

Plumb Genius, LLC
Plumbing
Mr. Michael A. Crofford ......... 282-7586 
25 S. Fretz Ave.
Edmond, OK  73003
www.theplumbgenius.com

Pristine Pools OK, LLC
Swimming Pools
Mr. Richard G. Allen .............. 216-3560 
15101 Grand Parke Drive
Edmond, OK  73013-1356
www.pristinepoolsok.com

Quail Creek Apartments
Apartments
Mr. Bode Story ...................... 751-8475 
11141 Springhollow Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

rtB arms
Gun Safety & Retail Sales
Mr. Tim Swonger ................... 417-0018 
2009 Foxfire Road
Edmond, OK  73003-6207
www.rtbarms.com

Jonny V. Randall, ESQ., INC.
Attorneys / Lawyers
Mr. Jonny V. Randall .............. 605-1960 
3211 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73109-2406

Rudy's Country Store & BBQ
Caterers
Restaurants
Mr. Kevin Flores .................... 254-4712 
3437 W. Memorial Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73134-7021
www.rudysbbq.com

smartwrap OK, llC
Vehicle Wraps
Ms. Kathleen Close ............... 793-8822 
2615 N. Shields Blvd.
Moore, OK  73160-3302
www.smartwrapok.com

sooner Wines and spirits
Liquor - Retail
Mr. Tom Cheatham ................ 682-3717 
7441 S. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73159
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Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUe BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Bronze
steammart
Carpet & Rug Cleaners
Mr. Jimmy Le ........................ 943-1072 
2801 N. Meridian Court
Oklahoma City, OK  73127
www.steammart.com

Lead Investor  Bronze

Summit Condominiums
Apartments
Condominiums
Ms. Terry Falkner .................. 751-8299 
11500 N. May Ave., #105
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

III Oaks Video Production
Audio-Visual Production Services
Mr. Kris Nelson ..................... 478-8273 
4629 E. Wilshire Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73121
www.iiioaks.com

Thunderbird Marketing Solutions, LLC
Internet - Marketing & Advertising
Mr. J. Gardner Singleton ........ 259-2867 
4200 Perimeter Center Drive, Suite 245
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.thunderbirdrankingreport.com

Toothbrusher's Dental
Dentists
Nathan Guilford, D.D.S. ......... 789-6935 
4534 NW 50th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73122
www.toothbrushers.com

Total Fleet Solutions, LLC
Automobile - Natural Gas Conversion
Mr. Justin Steckman ............. 801-4413 
1601 Deskin Drive
Norman, OK  73069
www.tfsok.com

Board of Advisors 

unit Corporation
Oil & Gas Exploration & Production
Mr. Mark E. Schell ........ (918) 493-7700 
7130 S. Lewis Ave., Suite 1000
Tulsa, OK  74136-5492
www.unitcorp.com

unit Corporation
Oil & Gas Exploration & Production
Mr. John Cromling ................. 745-4948 
7101 SW 29th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73179-5213
www.unitcorp.com

urban Kitchens
Home Improvement / Remodeling / Repairs
Ms. Jo Meacham ................... 702-7747 
3515 N. Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118
www.urbankitchensok.com
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grand opEnings
Congratulations to the following Chamber members on their recent Grand 

openings & Groundbreakings!  
all Chamber members are welcome to attend Grand openings. 

To view more photos, see the schedule of upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to 
the Grand Openings calendar, visit www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

Qdoba Mexican Grill 
6432 SW 3rd St.     

Oklahoma City, OK 73128

OU Medical 1/2 page ad

OU Medical Center  |  OU Physicians  |  The Children’s Hospital  |  OU College of Medicine   |  oumedicine.com

and OU Medicine is at its heart.

Oklahoma City is in a renaissance of cultural, economic and intellectual breakthroughs. 
At the forefront is OU Medicine, with Oklahoma’s comprehensive specialty hospital, 
using state-of-the-art technology and pioneering new research to perform lifesaving 
medicine. There’s life in our city and OU Medicine is here to care for it.
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OUMedicine-PointAd-Nov-V3.pdf   1   10/11/12   3:37 PM

Barreto Health Care    
3414 NW 135th St.      

Oklahoma City, OK 73120

native roots Market          
131 NE 2nd St.    

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers         
14100 N. Pennsylvania Ave.   
Oklahoma City, OK 73134 

sandler training   
3000 United Founders Blvd., Suite 224 

Oklahoma City, OK 73112

The outlet shoppes at oklahoma City     
7624 W. Reno Ave., Suite 380      
Oklahoma City, OK 73127

total Fleet solutions, llC                                                                          
1601 Deskin Drive     
Norman, Ok 73069

Park at tuscany  
2737 NW 140th St.       

Oklahoma City, OK 73134
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Economic indicators

Oklahoma City
(405) 947-5676  •  www.warrenproducts.com

Locally owned & operated since 1983

Oklahoma City
(405) 947-5676  •  www.warrenproducts.com

Locally owned & operated since 1983

“On The Numbers” and The Business Journal ranks each 
metro (with a population of more than 500,000 people) 
on 18 different statistical indicators each month.

Oklahoma City has had the highest overall ranking 
four out of the past five months.

Economic Health for Metro Areas
(18 factors including job grown, unemployment, earnings, housing price appreciation, construction & retail activity)

Overall Rank 
of Metro 

areas with 
Over 500,000 
Population

5 year  
Private 

sector Job 
Growth

1 year  
Private 

sector Job 
Growth

Weekly 
Earnings Per 

Worker

5 year  
Earnings 
Growth

5 Year House 
appreciation

1 Year House 
appreciation

Oklahoma City 2 3.6% 4.2% $789.80 17.3% 2.8% 1.8%
Omaha 5 0.1% 2.5% $798.00 10.8% -3.1% 1.0%
San Antonio 21 3.5% 3.2% $770.00 -4.5% 2.2% 1.7%
Indianapolis 46 -3.8% 1.0% $832.14 -3.8% -4.9% 0.2%
Wichita 47 -5.5% 2.6% $736.80 6.4% -0.3% -0.3%
Kansas City 60 -2.8% 0.3% $844.18 -2.5% -11.7% -1.8%

Oklahoma City Ranks at Top of Metro Economic Rankings

Source: On The Numbers
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