
Later this month, members of the Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber staff will join more than 80 representatives 
from Oklahoma’s bioscience sector as the largest 
delegation of Oklahomans to ever attend the BIO 
International Convention in Boston. This four-day 
event is the world’s largest conference for biotechnology 
industry professionals and results approximately 2,000 
leads for Oklahoma companies.  

Bioscience is a growing industry in the state of 
Oklahoma, with more than 500 bioscience-related 
businesses and organizations resulting in a combined 
direct and indirect economic impact of more than 
$6.7 billion. While there are a number of bioscience 
businesses and organizations located across the state, the 
majority of the state’s bioscience industry is concentrated 
in Oklahoma City. 

June 2012                                                                 www.okcchamber.com

Greater Oklahoma City’s bioscience industry employs more than 
510,000 people.

Continued on page 11

Last month, the Chamber 
released the third volume 
of VeloCity. This dynamic 
digital magazine first 
launched in 2011 and tells 
the story of Oklahoma City 
through with compelling 
articles and interactive 
features such as videos and 
interviews. 

Filled with telling 
stories of Oklahoma 

City’s success, the latest issue features several can’t-miss 
articles, One such article, “AudaCity,” helps readers 
discover multiple some of the “spunk” that has become 
a key component of the city’s success – from Oklahoma 

City’s leap into aviation and aerospace in the 1940s 
and the MAPS initiatives that transformed the city to 
downtown’s soaring new jewel, Devon Tower and the 
creative freedom Oklahoma City offers its residents. 
Other articles including “Acclaim” and “Multiplicyt” 
paint a vibrant picture of the region and its ascent, both 
in terms of economic strength and quality of life.

While data from the new volume of VeloCity is not yet 
available, data gathered from the two previous volumes 
shows that the publication continues to draw interest. The 
first two issues had more than 6,000 unique visitors who 
combined spent more than 750 hours viewing the issues. 

Visit www.greaterokc.tv to view the new issue of 
VeloCity and share the publication with friends, family 
and colleagues to help spread Oklahoma City’s positive 
message.

VeloCity Continues to Tell OKC’s Story

Bio Industry Has Major Impact on Region
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Oklahoma City has certainly not been without its fair 
share of excitement and activity in recent weeks, and it 
seems we’re not slowing down anytime soon. 

Sports fever hit downtown with both the Barons and 
the Thunder pushing their way through the playoffs, 
not to mention the start of the RedHawks season and 
recent NCAA and Big 12 sports in Bricktown and at the 
National Softball Hall of Fame Stadium. 

But the buzz about Oklahoma City extends far 
beyond our sports arenas. Members of the Chamber 
staff recently teamed up with local partners to take the message of Oklahoma City’s 
booming retail market to more than 20,000 attendees at the International Convention 
of Shopping Centers. And later this month Oklahoma will send its largest delegation 
ever to the annual BIO International Convention in Boston. Add to that the recent 
launch of volume three of VeloCity, our digital magazine that promotes Oklahoma 
City, and it’s hard to imagine that people are not hearing about Oklahoma City and its 
incredible growth and success. 

People are buzzing about Oklahoma City. Whether we’re being talked about during 
a national broadcast of a Thunder game or being discussed by retail professionals across 
the nation, Oklahoma City is a topic of conversation nationwide– and that is certainly 
a good thing. As we head into the summer months and welcome more activity to our 
region – along with thousands of visitors – I hope you’ll join me in putting out the 
welcome mat and spreading the word about Oklahoma City. Say hi to our visitors and 
offer them your assistance and suggestions. Invite your friends, family and colleagues to 
visit  www.greaterokc.tv and check out the latest issue of VeloCity. Together, we can make 
sure that Greater Oklahoma City continues to receive the buzz it so greatly deserves.
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The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber is the go-to source 
for individuals relocating to the Oklahoma City area as 
well as for businesses recruiting employees to relocate 
here. Through three resources – a relocation website, blog 
and email newsletter, and the annual printed relocation 
guide – the Chamber’s A Better Life Relocation Program 
helps potential and new residents discover how to get 
settled and get acquainted in their new hometown. 

Small and large companies such as Boeing and 
Continental Resources have utilized these resources to 
inform and motivate employees to move to Oklahoma 
City. 

ABetterLifeOKC.com
The Chamber’s relocation website,  www.abetterlifeokc.
com, was created in 2010 after Boeing announced it 
would move more than 500 jobs from Long Beach to 
Oklahoma City and provides general information about 
life in Oklahoma City including housing, schools, 
employment, climate and what to do. Last year, the site 
saw nearly 11,000 visits with more than 8,000 absolute 
unique visitors. 

The Better Life Blog & Email Newsletter 
The Better Life is a blog and 
corresponding email newsletter 
that helps Oklahoma 
City’s newest citizens get 
involved and engaged in the 
community. Each week, 
the blog covers a variety of 
topics, from retail and events 
to community organizations 
and recreation. 

Annual Relocation 
Guide 
The final component of the program is the Chamber’s 
annual printed relocation guide. This 48-page, magazine-
style booklet showcases Greater Oklahoma City in 
vibrant photos and descriptions as a great place to live, 
work and play. Each year, the Chamber publishes and 
distributes 8,000 copies through individual mailings, 
companies relocating to the region and others.

Program Welcomes New Residents
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Economy Grew Under Krieger’s Leadership 
The Chamber recently announced that Robin Roberts 
Krieger, executive vice president, economic development, 
will leave the organization at the end of June.  

“For nearly eight years, I’ve had the privilege 
of working at the premier economic development 
organization in Greater Oklahoma City,” said Krieger. 
“Together with my team and our partners in the region, 
we have seen incredible success and everyone in Greater 
Oklahoma City has benefited.”

During her time with the Chamber, Greater 
Oklahoma City saw the addition of more than 70,000 
jobs as well as the successful completion of two 
Forward Oklahoma City campaigns. Krieger was also 
instrumental in the fundraising and start-up of Forward 
Oklahoma City IV which will continue until 2015. She 
also represented Greater Oklahoma City during her time 
as chair of The International Economic Development 
Council. 

“During Robin’s tenure at the Chamber, she and 
her team have worked tirelessly to strengthen Greater 
Oklahoma City’s economy through the creation of new, 
quality jobs in our region,” said Carl Edwards, Chamber 
chairman, Price Edwards & Company. “Her team’s 
work has presented a number of Greater Oklahoma City 
residents with opportunities to pursue and advance their 
careers, and now Robin will do the same. Her leadership 
has been invaluable, but I’m certain her efforts will 
support our organization’s future efforts and successes.”

Krieger played a large role in the creation of the 
Oklahoma Bioscience Association and the incredible 
growth of this industry. This month, Oklahoma will send 
its largest delegation to the BIO International Convention 
in Boston, further evidence of Krieger’s work in this field.

“Robin has shown tremendous leadership in the 
development of our cluster industries, particularly 
Aerospace and Bioscience,” said Roy H. Williams, 
Chamber president and CEO. “She was instrumental 
in working with the County and the Air Force on the 
transition of the GM facility to military uses. She also 
played a pivotal role in the Boeing expansions, the 
recruitment of AAA and others.” 

With Krieger’s departure, the Chamber is conducting 
a national search for her 
replacement.

“Oklahoma City is on the rise, 
and the interest being generated 
by this position is evident of that,” 
said David Rainbolt, BancFirst, 
Chamber vice chair, economic 
development. “I am confident 
that whomever we choose to fill 
this position will continue the 
successes Robin started.”

•	$3.25	billion	in	capital	investment	and	more	than		 	 	
 70,000 new jobs created

•	 Increased	impact	of	Tinker	Air	Force	Base	through	 
 additional jobs, contracts and investment.

•	Saw	the	creation	of	the	Tinker	Aerospace	Complex		 	

 which adapted the shuttered 3.8 million square-foot   
 General Motors plant into an aerospace repair 
 operation for Tinker

•	Developed	a	dynamic	bioscience	strategy	which	as	 
 assisted with growing the Oklahoma Health Center  
 and start-up companies

Greater Oklahoma City’s Economic Development: 2004-2012
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:

Upcoming EvEnts CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Register securely online for 
Chamber events at 

www.okcchamber.com/events or 
e-mail register@okcchamber.com 

with questions.

Sunset Reception: June 19

Each month, a local business opens its doors to host a Sunset 
Reception. The next Sunset Reception is Tuesday, June 19, from 
4 to 6 p.m., at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi 
Drive. Join members of the business community for casual 
after-hours networking while enjoying complimentary food and 
drinks. There is no cost to attend and RSVP is not required. 

MegaLunch: July 26
Maximize your ability to promote your business’s products and 
services at MegaLunch, Thursday, July 26, from 11 a.m. to 1:45 
p.m. at the The Greens Country Club, 13100 Green Valley 
Drive. This event is a fast-paced, intensive luncheon open only 
to Chamber members. Using a computerized rotation system, 
attendees rotate around tables and give a pitch to other attendees 
– maximizing the number of valuable business contacts made in 
a brief period of time. Due to the unique format of this event, 
only one person per member company may attend. Advanced 
reservations are required and must be made no later than 
Monday, July 23, at 5 p.m. For more information or to make 
reservations, email register@okcchamber.com.

Website Seminar: August 21
Chamber member companies are increasing their exposure 
to more than 5,000 local businesses through the new features 
available on OKCChamber.com. Reserve your spot for the 
upcoming Website Seminar, Tuesday, August 21, from 4 to 5 
p.m., at Oklahoma City University’s Dulaney-Browne Library, 
2501 N. Blackwelder. You will spend an hour learning how 
to promote your company in the “member newsroom,” post 
coupon and discounts, update your membership profile, 
add your social media to your directory listing and register 
for events online. There is no fee to attend this seminar, but 
RSVP is requested. Registrants will receive specific parking 
instructions. Register by contacting register@okcchamber.com.

June 12
Member Orientation
Time: 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave.
Cost: This event is free to attend. Register 
by contacting Christine Soileau at  
297-8961 or csoileau@okcchamber.com.

June 19
Sunset Reception
Time: 4 - 6 p.m.
Location: Oklahoma History Center,  
800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive
Cost: Admission is free. No need to RSVP.

July 10
Member Orientation
Time: 4 - 5:30 p.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave.
Cost: This event is free to attend. Register 
by contacting Christine Soileau at  
297-8961 or csoileau@okcchamber.com.

July 26
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Location: The Greens Country Club, 
13100 Green Valley Drive
Cost: $35 for members. Advanced  
reservations are required and must be 
made no later than Monday, July 23  
at 5 p.m. 

twitter.com/okcchamber

facebook.com/GreaterOKCChamber
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:

The Better Life: Giving you the 411 on the 405 

is the go-to tool for new residents looking to discover 

Oklahoma City’s incredible quality of life and the many 

events, activities and more available.

Join us each week at as we post about

any and everything “Oklahoma City.” 

Stick with us and you’ll quickly see why, in OKC,

it’s truly a better living and a better life.

The Better Life

:

Membership in the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber is 
more than a plaque at your front desk and a listing on 
OKCChamber.com. The Chamber offers you access to a 
variety of events and opportunities – from networking to 
getting more involved in the business community.

Monthly Member Orientations are the perfect 
opportunity to discover how you can get more involved 
and maximize your membership.

“Member Orientation breaks down the 
Chamber’s many programs into easily 
understandable pieces. Once all of the 
opportunities for involvement were explained, 
I was able to better understand how rich and 
valuable membership in the Chamber can be. 
Through my involvement with the Chamber, 
enrollment at Westminster School is at a level  
we haven’t seen in a decade.”  
– Paul Arceneaux, Westminster School

Member Orientation, Not Just for New Members

Attend one of the remaining 2012 Member 
Orientations and discover how you can use your 
Chamber membership to its fullest.

•	 Tuesday, June 12, 8:30 to 10 a.m.
•	 Tuesday, July 10, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
•	 Tuesday, August 14, 8:30 to 10 a.m.
•	 Tuesday, September 11, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
•	 Tuesday, October 9, 8:30 to 10 a.m.
•	 Tuesday, November 13, 4 to 5:30 p.m.

All Member Orientations are held at the 
Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave. There will not be a 
Member Orientation offered in December. Contact 
Christine Soileau  at csoileau@okcchamber.com or 
297-8961 to register.

Make sure your personal information stays up-to-date 
and you never miss important information by updating 
your personal profile through OKCChamber.com. 

By following these easy steps, you can make sure you 
never miss a beat of what’s happening in the business 
community and at the Chamber.

1.  Go to www.okcchamber.com and log in using your 
user name and password.

2.  You will be directed to the “Members Only” section 
of the website where you will find a list of options.

3.  Click on “Update Personal Profile.”

4.  From here, you can update your contact information 
to ensure that you never miss the opportunity to receive 
communications from the Chamber. 

For more information and videos regarding how to 
use other new features, www.okcchamber.com/howto.

Update Your 
Personal Profile
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“ How does Comtech help me? They offer peace of mind knowing that I can trust them with 
my clients who are looking to elevate their web presence with variable data printing and 
trackable direct mail campaigns. They won’t sell them something they don’t need or mislead

 them.  Comtech is strategic, they ’re connected in the communit y, and they del iver!  ”
Tim Priebe

CEO
T&S Web Design

Michael Morrison
Founder & CEO

Comtech

Tim Priebe
CEO

T&S Web Design

Leann Priebe
CFO

T&S Web Design

Holly Titus
Designer & Project Manager

T&S Web Design

No Problems. Just Solutions.
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The 2012 Total Resource Development Campaign 
(TRDC) kicked off May 2. For this year’s campaign, 
co-chairs Rhonda Hooper, Jordan Advertising, and Dick 
Tanenbaum, Gardner Tanenbaum Holdings, charged the 

more than 150 volunteers to be “superheroes of the city” 
as they work toward their $2.65 million goal. 

Since the campaign kickoff, volunteers having worked 
with Chamber members to offer them opportunities to 
market their companies through Chamber events and 
publications. As of May 24, more than 150 companies 
have purchased more than 300 event sponsorships and 
advertisements in Chamber publications or on Chamber 
websites, totaling $1,045,393. Volunteers have also helped 
89 new companies become Chamber members, further 
strengthening the state’s largest coalition of businesses. 

During the campaign, volunteers offer members the 
opportunity to market their products and services to 
the Chamber’s more than 5,000 member companies, in 
addition to opportunities to reach the public. 

Visit www.okcchamber.com/trdc to learn more 
about the campaign or to connect with a volunteer who 
can help assess which Chamber events, publications, 
programs and websites are the best fit for your business.

2012 Campaign Off to a Super Start

Co-chairs Rhonda Hooper and Dick Tanenbaum are leading 
more than 150 TRDC volunteers during this year’s campaign.

Advance Technology
Coating, LLC

Baldwin
Acoustics
& Drywall

Dunn, Swan & 
Cunningham, PC

Nomaco, Inc.
Premier
Assets

Jerry Tipton 
Construction Co.

Major sponsors

bank of oklahoma
carpet concepts, llc

crowe & dunlevy
first fidelity bank

kellogg’s snack - oklahoma city
l-3 communications - link simulation & training

manhattan construction company
oklahoma city golf & country club

pascal aughtry & associates pllc
phillips murrah, pc

riverstone residential group
shurtech brands, llc

the skirvin hilton
sperry van ness/william t. strange & assoc.

united mechanical, inc.
vaughan foods

signature sponsor  Double Major sponsors

Corporate sponsors

supporting sponsors

ARINC

ackerman mcqueen, inc.
big picture productions, llc

r.k. black, inc.
cambria suites oklahoma city airport

capstone construction services

cardinal engineering, inc.
center for economic development law

chesapeake energy corporation

colcord hotel

jackie cooper bmw & mini

courtyard by marriott oklahoma city 
downtown/bricktown

curtis restaurant supply

dave and buster's
equity commercial realty, llc

express employment professionals

h & h plumbing & utilities, inc.
jordan advertising

toby keith's i love this bar & grill

lopez foods, inc.
mcafee & taft

mercy health center, inc.
midtown renaissance a rehco company

nbc oklahoma

norick investment company, llc

oklahoma city redhawks

old republic title of oklahoma

osborne electric company

procure proton therapy center

saxum

sonic, america's drive-in
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Verizon technology helps keep product in stock and customers happy. 
Machine-to-machine solutions enabled by Verizon let you link trucks, 
vending machines and suppliers. So your vending machines can be 
refilled the moment stock is low. And digital signage can be updated in 
real time to alert your customers of new offers. Machine-to-machine 
solutions enabled by Verizon technology get your machines thinking 
harder for your business.

THE BUSINESS WITH THE BEST TECHNOLOGY RULES.
Visit: www.findmyvzwrep.com

SUSIE’S MACHINES THINK ABOUT HER BUSINESS AS MUCH AS SHE DOES.

© 2012 Verizon Wireless.

LEARN HOW TO TRANSFORM 
YOUR BUSINESS WITH  
VERIZON TECHNOLOGY. 

DIGITAL
SIGNAGE

SMART  VENDING
FLEET
MANAGEMENT

BSOU-E9705-Small Business Advisor Ad-V4
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In Greater Oklahoma City alone, 
the bioscience industry employs nearly 
28,000 workers – with total employee 
compensation of $1.5 billion. Statewide, 
51,000 people work in the bioscience 
industry, earning $2.2 billion in wages. 
Direct jobs with the bioscience sector 
accounted for 3 percent of total jobs in 
the region. The total impact of the region’s 
non-hospital bioscience sector, i.e. private 
bioscience companies, was $1.9 billion. 
Academic Life Sciences R&D contributed 
$186.9 million in direct economic activity 
and $344 million in total activity.

“The economic impact this industry provides to our 
region is staggering,” Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
Chairman Carl Edwards said. “The truth is we are still 
in the early stages of developing this important sector of 
our economic engine, and we are already generating a 
great return on our investments.”

A key component of Greater Oklahoma City’s 
burgeoning bioscience industry is the Presbyterian 
Health Foundation (PHF) Research Park, located 
just minutes from the heart of downtown Oklahoma 
City, and adjacent to the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center and the Oklahoma Medical 
Research Foundation. Just 16 years since its founding, 
the complex totals more than 700,000-square-feet of 

space housed in seven buildings. The space supports 
biomedical technology, an essential aspect of Oklahoma’s 
growing bioscience sector and the revitalization of 
downtown Oklahoma City. 

“We are now starting to see what this industry means 
to our region, let alone our state, and we think it would 
be foolish to impede this growth when we are starting 
to see real, quantitative results,” Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber President & CEO Roy H. Williams said. “It 
is essential that we work toward the continued growth 
of this industry by supporting our bioscience companies 
and organizations while also protecting key programs 
such as OCAST, EDGE and research institutions that 
are critical to this industry’s survival.”

Verizon technology helps keep product in stock and customers happy. 
Machine-to-machine solutions enabled by Verizon let you link trucks, 
vending machines and suppliers. So your vending machines can be 
refilled the moment stock is low. And digital signage can be updated in 
real time to alert your customers of new offers. Machine-to-machine 
solutions enabled by Verizon technology get your machines thinking 
harder for your business.

THE BUSINESS WITH THE BEST TECHNOLOGY RULES.
Visit: www.findmyvzwrep.com

SUSIE’S MACHINES THINK ABOUT HER BUSINESS AS MUCH AS SHE DOES.

© 2012 Verizon Wireless.

LEARN HOW TO TRANSFORM 
YOUR BUSINESS WITH  
VERIZON TECHNOLOGY. 

DIGITAL
SIGNAGE

SMART  VENDING
FLEET
MANAGEMENT

BSOU-E9705-Small Business Advisor Ad-V4

Bio Industry Has Major Impact on Region 
(continued from page 1)

Research, 
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Agricultural 
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Medical 
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36%
Biological 
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38%

Agricultural 
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23%

Other Life Sciences 
3%

Non-Hospital Bio Employment Establishments By Type 
Non-Hospital Bioscience Sector 
(OKC)

Expenditures (as a percent 
of total Academic  Life 
Sciences Research and 
Development 

Every day, medical research advances, potentially changing the lives 
of thousands as it works toward treatments and cures for thousands of 
diseases and conditions. Oklahoma City’s bioscience industry is playing 
a key role in these advancements. Located at the PHF Research Park, 
Selexys Pharmaceuticals is making headway in developing a drug to 
treat severe sickle cell disease. Earlier this year, the company completed 
a Phase I clinical safety study of SelG1, an antibody that targets a 
specific molecule in sickle cell disease. The company’s presence at BIO 
will help them in the advancement of the drug by giving them the 
opportunity to connect with potential investors and partners.

Bioscience: Good for the Economy, Lives



12

Ju
ne

 20
12

 G
re

at
er

 O
kla

ho
ma

 C
ity

 C
ha

mb
er

 Th
e P

oin
t! 

SATISFY YOUR

APPETITE

Get your fill of news no matter the device. With Full Access, you not only receive home 
delivery of the state’s largest daily newspaper, you’ll also get FREE access to all 
of our digital products: oklahoman.com, The Oklahoman for iPad™ and smartphone, 
The Oklahoman Print Replica on PC and iPad™, and The Oklahoman Archives. Call 
1-877-987-2737 or go to www.oklahoman.com/subscribe for more information today!

For more information about Full Access and our other products, visit us at oklahoman.com/subscribe.

FREE TOSUBSCRIBERS
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Last month, four Greater Oklahoma City companies 
were named to the Inner City 100 list. Ranked by the 
Initiative for a Competitive Inner City and released by 
Fortune, the list includes the top 100 fastest growing 
small businesses. The companies were ranked by 
compound annual growth rate based on revenue over a 
five-year period between 2006 and 2010. 

No. 4: Consulting Services, Inc. (CSI)
This marks the second year CSI has made the Inner City 
100 list. CSI provides information technology, advisory 
and assistance, engineering and professional services 
to the Department of Defense, as well as federal and 
state clients. The company has more than 60 employees 
located in Oklahoma City and another 200 spread across 
18 states. CSI has seen a five-year annual growth rate of 
104 percent with 2010 revenues equaling $24.3 million. 
CSI has also been honored as one of the Inc. 500 fastest 
growing companies in America and the fastest growing 
private corporation in Oklahoma.

No. 31: DeatschWerks
DeatschWerks manufactures and sells high performance, 
high-flow fueling solutions for the high performance 
automotive aftermarket community. In 2010, the 
company saw $1.5 million in revenues as it revitalized 
the automotive aftermarket with the release of the 
highest flowing in-tank fuel pump available. Last year, 
DeatschWerks was the first company in the U.S. to offer 
a high flow GDI fuel injector. Today, the company’s 

nearly 20 employees serve customers in 13 countries and 
has a five-year annual growth rate of 44 percent.

No. 54: Funnel Design Group
A branding agency, Funnel’s Oklahoma City-based 
team of 12 employees uses graphic and web design to 
create desire for their client’s products and services. This 
is the second year in a row that Funnel has made the 
Inner City 100 list and adds to a number of other times 
Funnel’s work and growth has been applauded. Funnel 
saw 2010 revenues of $2.3 million and has a five-year 
annual growth rate of 27 percent. 

No. 93: Sperry Van Ness/William T. Strange & 
Associates
A full service commercial real estate firm of 10 employees, 
Sperry Van Ness/William T. Strange & Associates 
provides investment sales, leasing property and asset 
management services in Oklahoma. The company’s five-
year annual growth rate of 12 percent and 2010 revenues 
of $2 million brought them in at No. 93 on the list.

“These companies provide quality jobs to our region’s 
residents and are excellent representatives of Greater 
Oklahoma City,” said Roy H. Williams, Chamber 
president and CEO. “Their recognition reflects on the 
strong and diverse economy we have in Oklahoma City. 
I’m certain that these companies will continue to be 
honored for their growth and success for many years to 
come.”

OKC Companies Among 
Fastest-Growing in U.S.
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Patents Pending.

from the moment
i saw YOU™…
I just knew
With your innovative back suspension design
Which flexes and bows to the shape of my entire back
That You could support me
Where I needed You most
So I dedicate this ode to You
Because with your polished U-shaped silhouette
So stylish and so sleek
How could I help but love You?

www.warrenproducts.com
Oklahoma City owned & operated since 1983

Oklahoma City
(405) 947-5676

Deaconess Ad

While the Chamber is constantly working to promote 
the positive message of Greater Oklahoma City –  its 
impressive quality of life and continually growing 
economy –  the region receives a great deal of attention 
due to accolades rewarded by national publications. 
Throughout the year, a variety of publications including 
Forbes, The Business Journals, Money magazine, Fortune 
and others, release a number of lists and rankings 
covering eveything from housing markets and private-
sector growth to retail and quality of life. 

In just the first half of 2012, Greater Oklahoma City 
and its companies have been on the receiving end of 
more than 20 accolades, including:

•	 Top 10 Cities for Real Estate Appreciation Potential  
 – Forbes, January 2012

•	 3rd Largest Increase in Retail Jobs    
 – U.S. Bureau of   Labor Statistics, February 2012

•	 Top City for Job Creation – Gallup, March 2012

•	 No. 1 for Highest Annual Earnings Growth Rate  
 – U.S. Bureau of   Labor Statistics, April 2012

•	 No. 3 for Small Business     
  – The Business Journals,  April 2012

•	 Highest Rated City for “Overall Regulatory    
 Friendliness” – The Wall Street Journal, May 2012

“We consistently see Oklahoma City mentioned 
in national publications for our vibrant economy, our 
quality businesses, our strong housing market and 
more,” said Roy H. Williams, Chamber president and 
CEO. “This was not the case 20 years ago. Oklahoma 
City’s prominence in national publications is a direct 
reflection of the hard work done by the City, the 
County, our businesses and our citizens. We have 
worked tirelessly to put our city on the map, and we 
have certainly done that and more.”

To view a full list of accolades, visit    
www.okcchamber.com/accolades and check out the latest 
issue of VeloCity at www.greaterokc.tv.

National Recognition Boosts City’s Image
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Attracting conferences and other meetings to Oklahoma 
City is a crucial component in bringing visitor dollars 
into our economy. To help woo those meetings to 
Oklahoma City, the CVB sales staff hosts site visits, or 
Sales Site Inspections, to give meeting planners – who 
have put OKC on their list of potential host cities for 
their meeting or convention – a guided tour of the 
city. These visits focus on the meeting venues, facilities, 
entertainment and dining options that would best suit 
their needs. 

“The biggest challenge we generally face is perception 
– not so much a negative or positive perception, but no 
perception,” said Robin O’Connor, director of sales and 
services. “If we can get a client to visit and ‘experience’ 
Oklahoma City, they leave extremely surprised and 
pleased, which in turn brings us the business. After 26 
years of working in CVB convention sales, I believe site 
visits can either make or break you as a meetings/events 
destination.”

Meeting planners are also taken on tours of the city 
that highlight Oklahoma City’s unique history. These 
site visits help combat the lack of awareness many 
meeting planners have of Oklahoma City.

“We like for meeting planners to really get a feel for 
our city and why it’s such a great place to meet,” said 
O’Connor. “In addition to showing hotels and meeting 
space, we like to have them experience things like water 
taxi rides in Bricktown, Thunder games, and dinner at 
some of our unique restaurants.”

As a recent example, the CVB hosted Shannon 
Henson, director of Meetings & Exhibits for the 
International Association of Operative Millers (IAOM), 
for a site visit last month. As a result, IAOM selected 
Oklahoma City as the host for their 2017 annual 
conference. This four-day conference will bring 
approximately 1,000 attendees to Oklahoma City and 
account for an estimated 1,350 room nights.

“I came to Oklahoma City with no expectations at 
all and was very pleasantly surprised,” said Henson. 
“We walked away from our site visit knowing we would 
definitely book. It made a huge difference for us.”

Putting this kind of attention on bringing meetings 
to Oklahoma City helps increase the economic 
impact visitors have on the city every year. In 2010, 
domestic travelers directly spent nearly $6.2 billion 
in Oklahoma, with more than one-third of that being 
spent in Oklahoma County. For the previous fiscal year 
(July 2010 to June 2011), the CVB hosted 29 sales site 
inspections, resulting in 50,939 room nights. The CVB 
secured 360,000 room nights total during that period, 
with a return on funding of 117:1. 

The sales site inspection is one distinct way the 
Oklahoma City Convention and Visitors Bureau helps 
to grow this vital industry. In this case, in order to attract 
visitors by the hundreds, or even thousands, the CVB 
staff starts with a single visitor: the meeting planner.

CVB Encourages Future Growth in 
OKC’s Meeting Industry

During site visits, the CVB staff show meeting planners 
entertainment and dining options, meeting venues and facilities, 
and local attractions.
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WeLCOMe neW MeMBeRs
Lead Investor  Bronze

APMEX, Inc.
Retail
Ms. Leora Kirby ......................595-2100 
226 Dean A. McGee Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.apmex.com

All American Medical Equipment & Supply
Medical Equipment - Products & Supplies
Mr. Kevin S. Jones, M.S., ATP .682-2222 
2704 SW 44th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73119

Asian Chamber of Oklahoma
Chambers of Commerce
Mr. Donny Ho ............... (866) 831-3100 
7725 W. Reno Ave., Suite 302
Oklahoma City, OK  73127
www.asianchamberofoklahoma.org

BIZ English, LLC
Schools - Language - English
Ms. Kay Wahlenmaier ............659-9844 
5030 N. May Ave., Suite 204
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.bizengedu.com

Balenseifen Investments, LLC
Dentists
Dr. Mark Balenseifen .............495-7399 
7509 NW 23rd St.
Bethany, OK  73008

Blue Water Divers
Sporting Goods - Retail
Mr. Allen Aboujeib ..................631-4433 
718 N. Broadway Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-6007
www.bluewaterokc.com

Caspian Strategies Group
Consultants
Ms. Toni Francis ........... (615) 620-5106 
615 Main St.
Nashville, TN  37206
www.caspianstrategies.com

CeralUSA, LLC
Coatings - Protective
Ms. Suzanne Bodger ..............455-7720 
2350 S. Midwest Blvd., Suite 1
Midwest City, OK  73110
www.ceralusa.com

Choctaw Chamber of Commerce
Chambers of Commerce
Ms. Tracy Mosley ...................390-3303 
2437 Main St.
P.O. Box 1000
Choctaw, OK  73020
www.choctawchamber.com

Citizens Caring for Children
Social Service Organizations
Ms. Amy Mitchell ...................753-4099 
730 W. Wilshire Blvd., Suite 111
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.citizenscaringforchildren.org

Lead Investor  Bronze

Comfort Keepers
Home Health Services / Consultants
Mr. Joe Forrest .......................242-5300 
3601 S. Broadway, Suite 650
Edmond, OK  73013-4116
www.comfortkeepers.com

Corey's Colors, LLC
Auto Detailing & Cleanup Service
Mr. Corey Dunford ..................321-0373 
6200 Dunford Lane
Norman, OK  73026

Cresap Family Foundation
Foundations
Mr. Dwayne Jones ..................608-6881 
9537 N. Kelley Ave., Suite A
Oklahoma City, OK  73131
www.cresapfoundation.org

Cupcakes to Go Go
Bakeries
Ms. Melany Boughman ..........330-2190 
2524 W. Edmond Road
Edmond, OK  73012
www.cupcakestogogo.com

The Law Firm of Blaine M. Dyer, PLLC
Attorneys / Lawyers
Mr. Blaine M. Dyer .................513-5900 
510 E. Memorial Road, Suite B-4
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.thedyerlawfirm.com

Ferguson Trucking Corp.
Oil & Gas Services
Mr. Clay Burns .......................787-3573 
1109 N. Broadview Drive
Oklahoma City, OK  73127

Board of Advisors 

First Med Urgent Care
Drug & Alcohol Testing
Employment Screening / Testing
Health Services
Laboratories - Clinical
Medical - Imaging Services
Medical Billing & Management Consultants
Medical Clinics
Medical Services
Occupational Health
Physicians & Surgeons
Mr. Todd S. Lechtenberger ......471-6400 
1705 Renaissance Blvd., Suite 100
Edmond, OK  73013
www.firstmedok.com

Board of Advisors 

Flogistix, LP
Oil & Gas Services
Mr. Mims Talton .....................536-0000 
204 N. Robinson Ave., Suite 2200
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-6810
www.flogistix.com

Board of Advisors 

Gulfport Energy Corporation
Oil & Gas Exploration & Production
Mr. Michael G. Moore .............848-8807 
14313 N. May Ave., Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.gulfportenergy.com

Intelek Technologies Corp.
Computers - Software & Services
Mr. Gary Hopkins ...................364-5473 
901 Wall St.
Norman, OK  73069-6342
www.gointelek.com

Itancan Advertising, Public Relations/Web Design
Advertising Agencies
Ms. Lesa B. Deason Crowe ....413-0850 
363 Canterbury Road
Midwest City, OK  73130
www.itancan.net

J & L Exploration, LLC
Oil & Gas Services
Mr. John Cockerell ..................414-1585 
P.O. Box 1308
Edmond, OK  73083

KHAR Corporation
Auto Detailing & Cleanup Service
Mr. Kyle Hogland ....................412-1360 
P.O. Box 895 
Tuttle, OK  73089
www.kharonline.com

Keller Williams - Kathy Cooley, CRS, GRI
Real Estate
Ms. Kathy Cooley, CRS, GRI ....919-4033 
1312 Wood Way
Edmond, OK  73034
www.kathycooleyhomes.com

Lampstand Media
Video Production
Mr. Derek Watson...................210-2912 
2405 NW 10th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73107
www.lampstand.tv

LightPages
Advertising - Directory & Guide
Mr. Daniel J. France................928-3313 
321 W. Johnson St.
Norman, OK  73069
www.lightpages.org

Marisol International, LLC
Logistics / Warehousing & Distribution
Ms. Nichole D. Collier .............949-5457 
1300 S. Meridian Ave., Suite 109
Oklahoma City, OK  73108
www.marisolintl.com

Mathews Home Inspections
Real Estate Inspection
Mr. William D. Mathews .........243-8677 
9924 S. Garrett St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73179

Bronze

Bronze

Silver
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McIntyre Enterprises, LLC
Industrial Equipment & Supplies
Ms. Ashley McIntyre ..............301-6540 
22677 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Edmond, OK  73025-9373

Mary Kathryn Mercer, D.O., PC
Physicians & Surgeons
Mary Kathryn Mercer, D.O.......942-5513 
5622 N. Portland Ave., Suite 101
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.mkmercer.com

Board of Advisors 

Oklahoma Behavioral Health
Psychologists
M. Lane Peyton, M.D. .............607-2233 
2601 N.W. Expressway, Suite 600W
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.obhok.net

Oklahoma Clinical Research
Research & Development Centers
M. Lane Peyton, M.D. .............753-4994 
2601 N.W. Expressway, Suite 602W
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.okcrc.net

Passport Health
Health Services
Mr. Seth Haymore, R.N., MBA (888) 528-9521 
3545 NW 58th St., Suite 340
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.passporthealthok.com

PhasePoint Connect, Inc.
Telecommunications Services
Mr. Cody Schilke ....................471-8000 
12316-A N. May Ave., Suite 248
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.phasepointconnect.com

Pieper Dozer
Construction Companies
Mr. John Pieper ......................454-6127 
329228 E. 1000 Road
Harrah, OK  73045-7905

The Premier Event, LLC
Special Event Planning / Consulting
Ms. Mary Catherine Sexton ....206-5746 
10317 Timber Valley Drive
Oklahoma City, OK  73151
www.thepremierevent.com

Rainbows 'n Dreams, Inc.
Retail
Ms. Nancy Harrison ...............826-6888 
P.O. Box 16308
Oklahoma City, OK  73113

Redbud Mobile, LLC
Computer Software Developers - Mobile Applications
Mr. Colin E. Murphy ...............418-6277 
P.O. Box 21102
Oklahoma City, OK  73156
www.redbudmobile.com

Reservoir Title Services, LLC
Oil Land Leases
Mr. Jason Glazner ..................605-2313 
500 N. Meridian Ave., Suite 100K
Oklahoma City, OK  73107

Board of Advisors 

Slawson Exploration
Oil & Gas Exploration & Development
Mr. Steve Slawson .................232-0201 
204 N. Robinson Ave., Suite 2300
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.slawsoncompanies.com

Board of Advisors 

Total Equipment & Rental, LLC
Equipment Rental & Leasing
Mr. Ken Smith ........................685-5531 
3826 Newcastle Road
Oklahoma City, OK 73119
www.totalequipmentandrental.com

U.I. Smith, Inc.
Oil & Gas Properties
Ms. Lauren Porter ........ (303) 520-0354 
1615 Westminster Place
Nichols Hills, OK 73120-1215

Unlimited Storm Restoration, LLC
Roofing Contractors
Mr. Paul Andrescik .................603-7063 
6434 NW 39th Expressway
Bethany, OK  73008
www.stormrestoration.us

Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUe BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Because you 
imagined big, 
your one gift 
will give more than 

one million 
central oklahomans 
a Better tomorrow.

unitedwayokc.org
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grand opEnings
Congratulations to the following Chamber members on their recent Grand 

Openings & Groundbreakings!  
All Chamber members are welcome to attend Grand Openings. 

To view more photos, see the schedule of upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to 
the Grand Openings calendar, visit www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

O K L A H O M A C I T Y 4 0 5 . 8 4 8 . 2 0 2 0 | T U L S A 9 1 8 . 7 4 5 . 2 3 3 3 | N O R T H W E S T A R K A N S A S 4 7 9 . 5 2 1 . 9 1 9 1 | HoganTaylor.com

HoganTaylor. Big enough to know.
Small enough to care.®

When you need to substantiate the value of a
business and have it withstand the scrutiny of the
court or the IRS, having the right team is critical.
And it’s especially critical in commercial or family
law litigation, when you need thorough financial
analysis along with expert witness testimony.

With six members in its practice group,
HoganTaylor’s Business Valuation/Litigation
Support team is the most experienced in
Oklahoma and Arkansas delivering services that
have helped both attorneys and clients.

Outstanding credentials. Trusted reputation.
The right fit for you.

• Commercial litigation support
• Family law litigation support
• Business Valuation
• Expert witness testimony
• Financial analysis
• Shareholder/partner/trustee dispute support

THE RIGHT FIT IS EVERYTHING.
(SO’S THE RIGHT TEAM.)

®

from left –

OKC Chamber Newsletter ad:Layout 1  5/16/12  1:23 PM  Page 1

Zwick and Associates 
2800 NW 36th St., Suite 205 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

American Heartland Distributing     
8012 N. Rockwell Ave.   

Oklahoma City, OK 73132

Les Débris/Red Hot Mamma's              
7 NE 10th St. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Meyer Truck Center, Inc.    
3920 NW 8th St.     

Oklahoma City, 73107
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Economic indicators

Focus on Cost of Living
If you are earning $50,000 in Oklahoma City, you would have to 
earn a salary of $63,500 in Portland, Ore., to maintain your current 
standard of living (after-tax dollars). Check out the Cost of Living 
Calculator in the “Moving to Oklahoma City” section at   
www.okcchamber.com to compare other cities.

Where You LIve Matters!  Many Oklahoma Communities Benefit From Low Cost of Living
Apartment 

Rent
T-Bone Steak Total Energy 

Bill
Doctor 
Visit

2 liter Bottle 
Coke

Half Gallon 
Milk

Saturday Night 
Movie Ticket

Oklahoma City $759 $8.91 $162.12 $92.22 $1.22 $2.23 $7.42

Enid $549 $8.65 $151.63 $91.67 $1.45 $2.28 $8.25

Lawton $623 $9.98 $152.20 $87.50 $1.35 $2.17 $9.25

Edmond $770 $8.64 $142.82 $94.87 $1.43 $2.21 $8.75

Stillwater $640 $9.49 $160.00 $82.40 $1.41 $2.29 $7.00

Tulsa $570 $9.44 $146.43 $105.67 $1.42 $2.31 $8.50

Nationwide All City Avg. $862 $9.02 $167.05 $98.04 $1.57 $2.32 $9.12
Q1 - 2012 Average Price Report - ACCRA - www.coli.org

Oklahoma City Cost of Living Index
7.5% Below the Nation for Q1-2012

United States

Dallas

Kansas City

Albuquerque

Indianapolis

Oklahoma City

San Antonio

80.0 90.0 100.0
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