
Last month, Oklahoma City took 
center stage as the team representing the 
Western Conference in the 2012 NBA 
Finals. With the �rst two games of the 
series hosted in Oklahoma City, the 
atmosphere was electric as a steady �ow 
of media and spectators descended on 
downtown whether to watch a game or 
simply experience the hubbub. 

Even before the Oklahoma City 
�under secured the title of Western 
Conference Champions over the San 
Antonio Spurs, the Chamber and many 
of its partners geared up for what 
would turn out to be the city’s shining 
moment. 

�e Oklahoma City Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (CVB) sta� �rst began 
working with the NBA, the �under 
organization and other industry partners 
in early 2011 when it became likely the 
�under would advance to the Western 
Conference Finals during the 2010-2011 
season. 

“Making it to the Western Conference 
Finals last season prompted our sta� 
and the city to begin preparing for the 
possibility to host the NBA Finals in 
the near future,” said Mike Carrier, 
Oklahoma City CVB president. “�e 
plans made last season aided in the 

During the 2012 Legislative Session, the Legislature 
favorably addressed most of the Chamber’s legislative 
priorities. �e following is a recap of the progression of 
those priority issues.

Economic Development
Income Tax Reform
�e Session began with Gov. Mary Fallin outlining a 
bold plan to signi�cantly reduce and ultimately eliminate 
the state income tax. Believing elimination of the state 
personal income tax would result in shifting that tax 
burden to Oklahoma businesses or imperil funding 
for essential government programs, the Chamber and 
Tulsa Metro Chamber adopted a joint position which 
promoted responsible tax reform. At the end of the 

session, the tax code remained intact, with no reductions 
in tax rates. �e debate on this topic will continue next 
year as the governor has expressed a desire to move 
forward in reforming the state’s income tax code.

Continued on page 5

July 2012   www.okcchamber.com

Session Ends, Legislative Priorities Advance

NBA Finals Put OKC on Center Stage

Continued on page 10

�e 2012 Legislative Session came to a close at the end of May 
with many of the Chamber’s priority issues seeing positive 
progress.

On June 12 and 14, Oklahoma City 
played host to the �rst two games of 
the 2012 NBA Finals.
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Leadership Notes
A thunderous showcase of our city

It goes without saying that the Oklahoma City �under 
has captivated our city for four seasons. We have 
watched them win and lose, and stood by and cheered 
them on through it all. And while they have held our 
attention for years, last month, we got to watch as 
they seemingly captivated the nation (well, except for 
the state of Florida) and the world as they worked to 
reach the pinnacle of their sport with a trip to the NBA 
Finals against the Miami Heat. In all of my years at this 
Chamber and the other years I spent in other cities, I 
can say that this level of success, excitement and unity 
was something I had yet to witness. 

While we only had two games of the �ve game series televised from Oklahoma City, 
the results were undeniable. For two nights, millions of eyes (including those from 
more than 215 countries and territories across the world) were on our city – showcasing 
our community, revitalized downtown, impressive quality of life and strong business 
climate. �e exposure we received during those hours on air was magni�ed by the hours 
in between when thousands of media personnel and other visitors explored our city 
and in the news stories that followed. And thanks to the e�orts of many, our city truly 
shined. 

�ank you to everyone who helped us promote a positive image of Greater 
Oklahoma City during this exciting time. And thank you to the entire Oklahoma City 
�under organization for creating a team that we are proud to stand behind. Oklahoma 
City, both our team and our city, is on the rise. I am certain that this is not the last 
time we will captivate audiences as we take the stage, and I look forward to our next 
opportunity to show o� our phenomenal city to the world. 

Sincerely,

Roy H. Williams 
Chamber CEO & President

5 NBA Finals Puts OKC on Center Stage 6 Upcoming Chamber Events

8 Connect With Your Customers         13 OKC Events Increase Attendance

 14 Flash Back, Fast Forward               16 Welcome New Members
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SATISFY YOUR

APPETITE

Get your fill of news no matter the device. With Full Access, you not only receive home 
delivery of the state’s largest daily newspaper, you’ll also get FREE access to all 
of our digital products: oklahoman.com, The Oklahoman for iPad™ and smartphone, 
The Oklahoman Print Replica on PC and iPad™, and The Oklahoman Archives. Call 
1-877-987-2737 or go to www.oklahoman.com/subscribe for more information today!

For more information about Full Access and our other products, visit us at oklahoman.com/subscribe.

FREE TOSUBSCRIBERS
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NBA Finals Put OKC on Center Stage
(continued from page 1)

planning process for this season’s NBA Finals run. While 
the amount of planning involved in such an event 
became apparent to everyone in Oklahoma City, we had 
been making preparations for approximately 18 months. 
We were ready and anxious to have the eyes of the world 
on Oklahoma City.”

To help incoming media get acquainted with the city, 
the Chamber developed an online media room at  
www.okcnewsroom.com where media could �nd press 
kits, photos, packaged stories and video. To supplement 
the website, the Chamber also developed a media guide 
featuring attractions near the Chesapeake Energy Arena, 
important media information, unique Oklahoma City 
restaurants and media contacts.

“I think that everyone who lives in Oklahoma City 
has this intrinsic understanding that this, for us, is about 
more than just sports,” said Cynthia Reid, vice president 
marketing & communications. “�is is a validation 
for the decisions we’ve made as a community, the 
investments we’ve made, and we had a story we wanted 
to tell.”

Game 1 of the Finals was broadcast from Oklahoma 
City on Tuesday, June 12. �e game had a viewership 
of 16.2 million in the U.S. and was broadcast in 47 
di�erent languages to more than 200 countries and 
territories. Game 2 had an even more impressive U.S. 
audience of 16.67 million.

“�e media attention Oklahoma City received during 
the Finals was more than we could ask for. And I’m 
proud to say our city and its citizens shined,” said Roy 
H. Williams, Chamber president and CEO.

During Games 1 and 2, and the days surrounding 
them, Oklahoma City received national media attention. 
News stories – both print and video – told the story of 
Oklahoma City as a vibrant, growing metro area with a 
unique history, heritage and an overwhelming sense of 
unity that is di�cult to replicate. 

“We’ve been incredibly successful in our storytelling, 
but the �under’s presence in the Finals magni�ed our 
reach more than we could have ever done on our own,” 
said Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett. “Anyone 
watching TV or reading the news undoubtedly came 
across a story about Oklahoma City and the �under. 
�rough these stories, we got to show people that we’re 
more than just an incredible basketball experience – 
we’re a community united by a dedication to character 
and growth.”

“�is was our chance to introduce Oklahoma City to 
the world,” said Roy Williams, president and CEO of 
the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber. “Yes, we are about 
sports and NBA basketball, but we are about so much 
more than that. We have an incredible story. We are a 
city full of incredible people.”

With the completion of the Finals, the Chamber has 
plans to continue using the online media room created 
for the event as a long-term source for media interested 
in Oklahoma City.

“We initially created this site for a speci�c reason 
– to support the media interest in Oklahoma City 
surrounding the Finals,” said Reid. “We can use this 
springboard to take advantage of increased interest in 
our city and this site can help us ensure that media 
have access to information they need so the story of 
Oklahoma City can continue to be told.”

For more information on OKCNewsroom.com or the 
Chamber’s media e�orts during the NBA Finals, contact 
Jill Harrison at jharrison@okcchamber.com or  
297-8990.

OKCNewsroom.com was created to support media interest 
during the �under’s run in the NBA Finals. With interest in 
Oklahoma City having increased in the wake of the Finals, the 
site will help ensure that media have access to key information 
about Oklahoma City and its story.
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Register securely online for 
Chamber events at 

www.okcchamber.com/events or 
e-mail register@okcchamber.com 

with questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Breaking Through: August 15

Bioscience is one of Oklahoma City’s fastest growing industries. At 
the Breaking �rough luncheon, Wednesday, August 15 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Dr. Stephen Prescott, president of the Oklahoma 
Medical Research Foundation, will moderate a panel discussion on 
the research happening here and its potential impact to our health 
and economy. �is special event will be held at the Research Tower 
of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation, 820 NE 15 Street, 
giving guests an opportunity to not only hear about current research 
but tour the facilities where scientists understand and develop more 
e�ective treatments for human disease. 

Space is limited, so reserve your space today. Individual tickets 
for Chamber members are $35 and non-members are $40. Register 
securely online at www.okcchamber.com/bt. For more information, 
contact register@okcchamber.com.

State of the Schools: August 22
Education reform is a priority in Oklahoma and across the nation. 
Hear about critical reforms, both in the legislature and in the 
classroom, and achieved cost savings. Learn how our e�orts to 
improve pre-K through 20 education compare to other states and 
communities. Guests will also learn about the Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber’s education initiatives.

�e Greater Oklahoma City Chamber and American Fidelity 
Foundation invite attendees to bring school supplies to the event to 
bene�t the Foundation for Oklahoma City Public Schools. 

Individual tickets are $50 for Chamber members with advance 
reservations and $75 for non-members. Corporate tables seating 
10 can be purchased for $1,000. Special thanks to Signature Event 
Sponsor Cox Business and School Supply/Centerpiece Sponsor 
American Fidelity Assurance Company.

July 10 
Sunset Reception in partnership with 
the Black Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan OKC 
Time: 4 - 6 p.m. 
Location: Tinker Federal Credit Union,
1177 NE 23 Street
Cost: Admission is free. No need to RSVP.

July 10 
Member Orientation 
Time: 4 - 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave. 
Cost: This event is free to attend. Register by 
contacting Christine Soileau at 297-8961 or 
csoileau@okcchamber.com.

July 24 
Sunset Reception
Time: 4 - 6 p.m. 
Location: Colcord Hotel, 15 N. Robinson Ave.
Cost: Admission is free. No need to RSVP.

July 26 
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. 
Location: The Greens Country Club,   
13100 Green Valley Drive 
Cost: $35 for members. Advanced 
reservations are required and must be made 
no later than Monday, July 23 at 5 p.m. To 
register email register@okcchamber.com.

August 15 
Breaking Through Luncheon 
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Location: Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation, 825 NE 13th St.
Cost: $35 for members. Space is limited, so 
reserve your seat today.

August 21
Chairman’s Breakfast with Senator Coburn
Time: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
Location: Cox Convention Center,   
1 Myriad Gardens
Cost: $35 for members, $40 for non-members

August 22
State of the Schools
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum, 1700 NE 63 Street
Cost: $50 for members; $75 for non-members.

During the Breaking �rough luncheon, attendees will learn about the 
bioscience research happening in Greater Oklahoma City and its impact 
on our health and economy.
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Chairman’s Breakfast: August 21
Join Senator Tom Coburn and Chamber Chairman Carl Edwards at the Chairman’s 
Breakfast Tuesday, August 21 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the Cox Convention Center, 1 
Myriad Gardens. 

Sen. Coburn has served Oklahoma in the U.S. Senate since 2004. He currently serves 
on the Finance, Homeland Security, Governmental A�airs and Judiciary committees. 
His priorities in the Senate include reducing wasteful spending, balancing the budget, 
improving health care access and a�ordability, as well as others. Sen. Coburn will share 
insights into the work being done in Washington, including legislative issues a�ecting 
Oklahoma and the business community. Individual tickets are $35 for Chamber 
members with advance reservations, and $40 for non-members. Corporate tables 
seating eight are available for $500.

Sunset Receptions: July 10 & 24
Each month, a local business hosts a Sunset Reception where members of the business community gather for casual 
after-hours networking and a bite to eat before heading home. �is month, you have two opportunities to make new 
business contacts. 

•	 Tuesday, July 10, Tinker Federal Credit Union, 1177 NE 23 Street, in partnership with the Black Chamber of 
Commerce of Metropolitan OKC

•	 Tuesday, July 24, Colcord Hotel, 15 N. Robinson Avenue

Both events will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. �ere is no cost to attend and RSVP is not required.

MegaLunch: July 26 
�e July MegaLunch will be held �ursday, July 26, from 
11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. at �e Greens Country Club, 13100 
Green Valley Drive. �is Chamber member-exclusive event 
is a fast-paced luncheon where attendees pitch their products 
or services to others as they rotate from one table to another 
through a computerized rotation system. Due to the unique 
format of this event, only one person per member company 
may attend. Advanced reservations are required and must be 
made no later than Monday, July 23, at 5 p.m. For more 
information or to make reservations, email 
register@okcchamber.com.

OKCChamber.com Website Seminar: August 21 
�e new features available on okcchamber.com have helped member companies increase their exposure to more 
than 5,000 local businesses. To help you become acquainted with these features, the Chamber is hosting a Website 
Seminar on Tuesday, August 21, from 4 to 5 p.m., at Oklahoma City University’s Dulaney-Browne Library, 2501 
N. Blackwelder. In just one hour you will learn new ways to promote your company in the “member newsroom,” 
including: posting coupons and discounts, updating your membership pro�le, adding social media to your directory 
listing and registering for events online. �ere is no fee to attend this seminar, but RSVP is requested. Registrants 
will receive speci�c parking instructions. Register by emailing register@okcchamber.com.

As one of the Chamber’s most popular events, MegaLunch is 
a great opportunity to promote your products or services. 
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Connect With Your Customers

O K L A H O M A C I T Y 4 0 5 . 8 4 8 . 2 0 2 0 | T U L S A 9 1 8 . 7 4 5 . 2 3 3 3 | N O R T H W E S T A R K A N S A S 4 7 9 . 5 2 1 . 9 1 9 1 | HoganTaylor.com

HoganTaylor. Big enough to know.
Small enough to care.®

When you need to substantiate the value of a
business and have it withstand the scrutiny of the
court or the IRS, having the right team is critical.
And it’s especially critical in commercial or family
law litigation, when you need thorough financial
analysis along with expert witness testimony.

With six members in its practice group,
HoganTaylor’s Business Valuation/Litigation
Support team is the most experienced in
Oklahoma and Arkansas delivering services that
have helped both attorneys and clients.

Outstanding credentials. Trusted reputation.
The right fit for you.

• Commercial litigation support
• Family law litigation support
• Business Valuation
• Expert witness testimony
• Financial analysis
• Shareholder/partner/trustee dispute support

THE RIGHT FIT IS EVERYTHING.
(SO’S THE RIGHT TEAM.)

®

from left –

OKC Chamber Newsletter ad:Layout 1  5/16/12  1:23 PM  Page 1

�e Chamber’s online Membership Directory is accessed 
more than 500 times each month, making it the second 
most viewed page on OKCChamber.com. By adding 
your company’s social media to your directory listing, 
you can increase the number of times you connect with 
potential and current customers. 

Each company’s main representative can add social 
media to their directory listing on OKCChamber.com 
by following these steps:

1. Go to www.okcchamber.com and log in using  
your user name and password.

2. Click on “Update Business Pro�le.”

3. On this page, you can update your company’s 
information, including the social media for
your company’s Twitter, Facebook or LinkedIn  
accounts.

5. Once you have added your social media and   
made any other updates, click submit.

From the Members Only page, Main Representatives 
can also update the other representatives registered under 
your company. Not sure who your company’s Main 
Representative is? Contact Leslie Wehrenberg at   
297-8949 or lwehrenberg@okcchamber.com.

For more information and videos on how to use other 
new features, visit www.okcchamber.com/howto.
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• Flexible program schedules.
• Books are included with tuition.
• One-time enrollment process.
• 100% online programs available.

DISCOVER.SNU.EDU
facebook.com/snugsm1-888-829-1588 

Graduate Programs 
in Management
MBA | MSM | MBA-Health Care

Southern Nazarene University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color, national or ethnic origin, marital status, or disability in the recruitment, admission, and treatment of students or access to university programs or activities including 
the operation of all university programs, activities, services and employment. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies including Title IX, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Age 
Discrimination: University Provost, Southern Nazarene University, Bresee Hall, 6729 NW 39th Expressway, OK 73008, 405-491-6300

Think with Clarity | Act with Integrity | Serve with Purpose | Dream with Confidence

• Flexible program schedules. Flexible program schedules. Flexible program schedules.
• Books are included with tuition. Books are included with tuition. Books are included with tuition.
• One-time enrollment process. One-time enrollment process. One-time enrollment process.
• 100% online programs available. 100% online programs available. 100% online programs available.

1-888-8

Graduate Programs 
in Management
Graduate Programs 
in Management
Graduate Programs 

MBA | MSM 

1

With more than 5,000 member companies, the Chamber 
is the largest business coalition in the state. Giving your 
company access to a wealth of decision makers across the 
10-county Greater Oklahoma City region and the state 
makes marketing your business through Chamber events 
and publications a smart decision. 

By taking advantage of any of the Chamber’s dozens 
of sponsorship and advertising opportunities, your 
company can have immediate access to a unique, 
business-minded audience – increasing the reach of your 
products and services. 

Event sponsorship opportunities include: 
•	 Annual	Meeting 
•	 Quarterly	Breaking	Through	luncheons 
•	 Semi-annual	Chairman’s	Events 
•	 State	of	the	City 
•	 State	of	the	Economy 
•	 Legislative	Breakfast 
•	 SchmoozaPalooza	Tradeshows 
•	 Monthly	Sunset	Receptions 
•	 Golf-a-Palooza

Advertising opportunities in 
Chamber publications and on 
Chamber websites include: 
•	 The	POINT!	newsletter 
•	 Legislative	Guide 
•	 The	Better	Life	relocation

program 
•	 OKCChamber.com 
•	 ABetterLifeOKC.com

More than 150 volunteers 
for the annual Total Resource 
Development Campaign (TRDC) 
are ready to help you �nd the 
best marketing solutions for your 
company. Volunteers can answer 
questions and provide price points 
on opportunities for dozens of 
Chamber events and publications. 
Connect with a TRDC  
volunteer today by visiting  
www.okcchamber.com/TRDC. 

Increase Your Reach With the Chamber
Advertising opportunities in 

Later this month, members of the Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber sta� will join more than 80 representatives 
from Oklahoma’s bioscience sector as the largest 
delegation of Oklahomans to ever attend the BIO 
International Convention in Boston. �is four-day 
event is the world’s largest conference for biotechnology 
industry professionals and results approximately 2,000 
leads for Oklahoma companies.  Bioscience is a growing industry in the state of 

Oklahoma, with more than 500 bioscience-related 
businesses and organizations resulting in a combined 
direct and indirect economic impact of more than 
$6.7 billion. While there are a number of bioscience 
businesses and organizations located across the state, the 
majority of the state’s bioscience industry is concentrated 
in Oklahoma City. 

June 2012 
                                                               www.okcchamber.com

Greater Oklahoma City’s bioscience industry employs more than 

510,000 people.

Continued on page 11Last month, the Chamber released the third volume of VeloCity. �is dynamic digital magazine �rst launched in 2011 and tells the story of Oklahoma City through with compelling articles and interactive features such as videos and interviews. 
Filled with telling stories of Oklahoma 

City’s success, the latest issue features several can’t-miss 
articles, One such article, “AudaCity,” helps readers 
discover multiple some of the “spunk” that has become 
a key component of the city’s success – from Oklahoma 

City’s leap into aviation and aerospace in the 1940s 
and the MAPS initiatives that transformed the city to 
downtown’s soaring new jewel, Devon Tower and the 
creative freedom Oklahoma City o�ers its residents. 
Other articles including “Acclaim” and “Multiplicyt” 
paint a vibrant picture of the region and its ascent, both 
in terms of economic strength and quality of life.While data from the new volume of VeloCity is not yet 

available, data gathered from the two previous volumes 
shows that the publication continues to draw interest. �e 
�rst two issues had more than 6,000 unique visitors who 
combined spent more than 750 hours viewing the issues. 

Visit www.greaterokc.tv to view the new issue of 
VeloCity and share the publication with friends, family 
and colleagues to help spread Oklahoma City’s positive 
message.

VeloCity Continues to Tell OKC’s Story

Bio Industry Has Major Impact on Region

City’s success, the latest issue features several can’t-miss 

THE  D IG ITAL  MAGAZ INE  OF  OKLAHOMA C ITY
THE  D IG ITAL  MAGAZ INE  OF  OKLAHOMA C ITY

AUDACITY
OKC’S SIGNATURE SPUNK

ACCLA1M
MORE RAVES. MORE ROAR.

G R O W I N G 
BOEING

TO 2,000 OKC JOBS!CITY
ENERGY

AMENITIES

industry professionals and results approximately 2,000 
leads for Oklahoma companies.  Bioscience is a growing industry in the state of 

Oklahoma, with more than 500 bioscience-related 
businesses and organizations resulting in a combined 
direct and indirect economic impact of more than 
$6.7 billion. While there are a number of bioscience 
businesses and organizations located across the state, the 
majority of the state’s bioscience industry is concentrated 
in Oklahoma City. 

City’s success, the latest issue features several can’t-miss 
articles, One such article, “AudaCity,” helps readers 
discover multiple some of the “spunk” that has become 
a key component of the city’s success – from Oklahoma 

VeloCity Continues to Tell OKC’s Story

City’s success, the latest issue features several can’t-miss 
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Business Incentives
Many proponents of the proposed tax reductions sought 
to pay, in part, for the measure by eliminating many of 
the state’s key economic development and community 
development programs. Prior to the session, the Chamber 
prepared a list of economic development and tax credit 
programs that are essential to our state’s ability to remain 
competitive with other states and lobbied throughout 
the session to protect those programs. When the 
session concluded, all key incentive programs identi�ed 
by the Chamber remained intact. Additionally, the 
transferability of tax credits, an important component of 
many incentive programs, was also protected.

Business Tax Reform
In 2009, the Oklahoma Supreme Court released an 
opinion that held a company’s intangible personal 
property was subject to the state’s ad valorem tax. 
During the 2012 session, legislation was passed which 
will allow Oklahomans to decide whether to exempt 
intangible personal property (such as a company’s 
copyrights, trademarks, patents, goodwill, advertising 
and customer lists) from the state’s ad valorem tax. �e 
Chamber worked with many groups in support of this 
legislation, which seeks to avoid perhaps the biggest tax 
increase in state history.

Liquor Laws 
Legislation that will allow new bars and clubs to open 
in Bricktown was signed into law by Gov. Fallin. 
Growth in Bricktown has been impeded by a state law 
that prevented the ABLE Commission from granting 
mixed beverage licenses to new establishments within 
300 feet of the University of Central Oklahoma’s two 
Bricktown locations. Under the new law, a college or 
university located in a Business Improvement District 
(such as Bricktown) may waive the 300-foot prohibition 
by providing notice to the ABLE Commission and 
publishing its intent to waive the rule in a newspaper. 
�e Chamber took the lead in passing this legislation.

An Initiative Petition �led by Oklahomans for 
Modern Laws which would allow Oklahoma voters 
to decide whether to allow wine to be sold in certain 
grocery stores is currently under review by the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court. A ruling on whether the 

proposed state question is valid is expected in the near 
future. �e Chamber’s Board of Directors recently voted 
to endorse the state question if its legality is upheld.

American Indian Cultural Center & Museum
�e Chamber supported legislation to allow for the 
issuance of $40 million in state bonds to be matched 
by $40 million in non-state funds to complete the 
American Indian Cultural Center and Museum 
(AICCM). Once completed, the AICCM is expected to 
be a tremendous cultural asset, world-class international 
tourist destination and top-�ight educational facility 
that will generate $3.8 billion in revenues over the next 
20 years. However, on May 23, legislation to fund the 
completion of the AICCM failed in the Senate by one 
vote 24-22 (25 votes are needed to pass legislation in 
the Senate). Without state funding, the future of the 
AICCM remains uncertain.

State Employees Charitable Contributions
�e Senate voted 43-0 to extend the state’s payroll 
deduction program for charitable contributions until 
2016 and the legislation was signed by the governor. 
Each year, state employees give approximately $600,000 
to charitable organizations through this important 
program. Without legislative action, the program was 
scheduled to sunset July 1, 2012. �e Chamber strongly 
supported this legislation throughout the session and 
worked with relevant lawmakers to secure its passage.

Transportation
Governor’s Bridge Improvement Plan
�e Chamber is a strong supporter of Gov. Fallin’s 
Bridge Improvement Plan which will result in the repair 
or replacement of all of Oklahoma’s 700 structurally 
de�cient bridges by 2019. Oklahoma currently ranks 
as one of the worst states in de�cient bridges and the 
governor’s plan will advance our state to rank at the top 
nationally. Gov. Fallin signed into law two key pieces 
of legislation that will provide the necessary funding to 
complete this major project.

Transportation Funding
With the opening of the new I-40 Crosstown mainline 
and solid progress on many other key transportation 
projects, Oklahoma has made signi�cant strides toward 
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Session Ends (continued from page 1)
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reaching critical infrastructure goals. A top legislative 
priority of the Chamber was the protection of funding 
levels for ODOT’s eight-year work plan. Several 
Oklahoma City-area transportation projects included 
in the eight-year plan are: the teardown of the elevated 
portion of the former I-40 Crosstown; construction of 
a Downtown Boulevard; work on major interchanges 
located at I-44/I-235 and I-240 and I-35 (Crossroads); 
as well as widening S.H. 74 north of Lake Hefner 
Parkway. �e 2013 budget agreement provides $99 
million to repay ODOT for a transfer of funds it made 
to the state during the current �scal year, ensuring 
ODOT’s eight-year plan will remain intact.

Health Care
Health Insurance Network
�e current federal health care law requires states to 
either establish a health insurance exchange by 2013 
or have one imposed by the federal government. As a 
result, the Chamber adopted a position in support of 
the creation of an Oklahoma-led and private sector-
based health insurance exchange to avoid the imposition 
of burdensome federal mandates. Early this session, 
legislation on this issue advanced from the Senate Health 
and Human Services Committee. However, given the 
expected ruling this summer by the U.S. Supreme Court 
on the constitutionality of the federal health care law, 
legislative leadership chose not to move this legislation 
forward.

PRE-K - 12 Education
Incentives for Excellence in Teaching
�e Chamber supports providing the $5,000 per year 
bonus to teachers who have completed the National 
Board Certi�ed Teacher (NBCT) process and supports 
scholarships for teachers who want to begin the 
certi�cation process. �e incentive payments to teachers 
were suspended two years ago because of tight budgets, 
but teachers will receive bonus payments this year 
because of a supplemental appropriation passed early in 
the session. Legislation which would have funded bonus 
payments for 10 years and created a new revolving fund 
for future teacher training was defeated in the House 
after extensive debate.

Once the long term payments were defeated, the 
Chamber moved to support an extension of the 
moratorium on new teachers entering the program. At 
the conclusion of the session, Rep. Ann Coody and Rep. 

Lee Denney made a commitment to co-chair an interim 
study to look closely at the issue and seek new, innovative 
ways to fund teacher development and preparation. �e 
Chamber will take an active role in the interim study.

Maintain & Protect Graduation Requirements
A signi�cant victory of the session was the defeat of 
multiple attempts to weaken or roll back the curriculum 
and graduation requirements passed in recent years. We 
were successful in protecting the Achieving Classroom 
Excellence (ACE) law that requires students to complete 
rigorous coursework and pass four of seven end-of-
instruction exams. �e law went into full e�ect this 
year and students that do not pass the required courses 
will not be allowed to graduate. However, legislation 
was passed to create a small loophole to allow students 
with special circumstances to apply to the State Board of 
Education for a special exemption.

Online Education / Virtual Schools
�e Chamber has supported creation and utilization of 
virtual schools but only if they meet academic rigor and 
content requirements of other schools. SB 1816 will 
create a new Statewide Virtual Charter School Board that 
will oversee a new statewide virtual school that meets 
academic requirements. �e law also allows districts to 
o�er virtual classes but requires those districts to submit a 
report to the Statewide Virtual Charter School Board that 
provides detailed data on the performance of students 
attending online classes. �e bill included a $30 million 
SDE appropriation to fund the purchase of textbooks.

Higher Education
Endowed Chairs
�e Endowed Chairs program was awarded $150 million 
in funding. �is program is a long-standing Chamber 
priority which provides state funding to match private 
contributions for teaching and research professorships. 
�e funding will help �ll a backlog of approximately 
$240 million in unmatched contributions.

However, this result came at the expense of another 
Chamber priority — protecting the state’s EDGE 
(Economic Development Generating Excellence) Fund. 
�e Endowed Chairs Program will receive the bulk of 
EDGE funding with proceeds on investments going to 
the	Governor’s	Quick	Action	Closing	Fund.	All	existing	
EDGE grants are expected to be honored as the state 
begins the process of closing that fund.
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“ It’s painful, absolutely painful when I call a business and they don’t call back shortly or even worse, 
not at all. So when I have any graphic design, printing, or direct mail projects I call Comtech because 
their responsiveness has eliminated that pain. I love doing business with Comtech because of their

   responsiveness, the accuracy of their mail lists and the ease of doing business is phenomenal.   ”
Mike Crandall
Principal & Owner

Sandler Training of OKC

Michael Morrison
Founder & CEO

Comtech

Mike Crandall
Principal & Owner

Sandler Training of OKC

Joe Penhall
COO

Comtech

No Problems. Just Solutions.
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While the world’s eyes were on Oklahoma City during 
the �under’s run to the 2012 NBA Finals, many other 
events and festivals around the city showcased the variety 
of activities available in our “Big League City.” �e 
Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau worked 
with a variety of partners to brings these events to the city 
and ensure their success.

“Whether it’s a major sporting event like the Women’s 
College World Series or an international �lm festival like 
deadCENTER, these events are premier opportunities for 
us to showcase Oklahoma City and increase the economic 
impact by visitors to our region,” said Mike Carrier, 
president of the Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. 

Oklahoma City once again welcomed athletes, 
coaches and fans to the 2012 Phillips 66 Big 12 Baseball 
Championship, May 23-27, at the Chickasaw Bricktown 
Ballpark. 

“We work with partners such as the Oklahoma City All 
Sports Association to help secure our spot as the host city 
for these major events,” said Carrier.

 Total attendance for the �ve-day championship 
reached more than 56,000. 

“�e University of Oklahoma and the University 
of Missouri played for the championship before a 
crowd of 6,343,” said Tim Brass�eld, executive director 
of the Oklahoma City All Sports Association. “�e 
championship game saw a 30 percent increase in 
attendance over the 2011 championship game.”

Right on the heels of the Big 12 Baseball 
Championship, the NCAA Women’s College World 
Series (WCWS) took over the ASA Hall of Fame Stadium 
complex May 31-June 6. Swarms of fans descended upon 

Oklahoma City’s Adventure District providing nine 
sellout sessions, 10 single session attendance records and 
an overall attendance record of 75,960 – an increase of 
8,329 over the previous record set in 2011. �e Saturday 
evening session set the record for the largest single session 
in WCWS history with 9,310. More than 1,000 total 
room nights were used over the seven-day tournament. 

“�is event continues to grow each year,” said 
Sue Hollenbeck, assistant director of sports business 
development for the Oklahoma City Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. “�e atmosphere in Oklahoma City is 
the driving force in keeping the Women’s College World 
Series at ASA Hall of Fame Stadium. Fans come from 
across the country to support their team and simply for 
the love of the game.” 

As one of the 20 “Coolest” festivals in the world 
according to MovieMaker magazine, the 12th Annual 
deadCENTER Film Festival featured more than 100 
juried documentary and feature �lms and brought nearly 
12,000 attendees to venues throughout downtown 
Oklahoma City. �e �ve-day festival kicked o� June 
6 with a free-to-the-public viewing of “Marley,” a 
documentary about reggae legend Bob Marley, at the 
Chesapeake Finish Line Tower on the banks of the 
Oklahoma River. 

“deadCENTER was thrilled to bring hundreds of �lms, 
�lmmakers and stars to town while the �under was 
dominating the playo�s,” said Lance McDaniel, executive 
director of deadCENTER Film Festival. “�e world was 
watching and we showed them a vibrant, diverse, creative 
city on the rise.”

For more information on events happening in 
Oklahoma City, go to www.visitokc.com/events.

OKC Events Continue to Grow

Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival
June 8-10, 2012
More than 1,200 Native American artists and dancers from 
throughout North America with nearly 28,000 people in 
attendance.

2012 Ozarka-Riverwind Casino OKC Drag Boat Nationals
June 8-10, 2012
Welcomed 7,500 attendees to the banks of the Oklahoma 
River and the Oklahoma City Boathouse District with 

competitors reaching speeds up to 80 mph on personal 
watercrafts and capsule race boats that traveled more 
than 200 mph.

Prix de West Invitational Art Exhibition and Sale
June 8-10, 2012
Opening weekend of the exhibit included 114 artists 
featuring 351 Western paintings and sculptures with nearly 
1,000 attendees at the sale. All works will remain on display 
through August 5.

And that’s not all! Here are more events that brought visitors to Oklahoma City:
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F L A S H  B A C K
For 50 years, Oklahoma State University-Oklahoma City 
(OSU-OKC) has been educating the region’s students in 
a variety of �elds. Originally named the Oklahoma State 
University Technical Institute, the school was founded in 

1961 as a branch campus of Oklahoma State University 
in Stillwater. September of that year brought the start of 
classes for 92 students in the Oklahoma City University 
Loe�er Building. �e following year, the school found a 
home in the unused Whittier Elementary School, where 
classes were held for eight years until the university 
moved to its current site at NW 10th Street and 
Portland Avenue. Less than 10 years after its founding, 
the university held its �rst commencement, graduating 
60 students. In 1975, the North Central Association 
accredited OSU Technical Institute separately from 
OSU-Stillwater. By the time the university celebrated 
its 20th anniversary in 1982, enrollment had risen from 
those 92 initial students to more than 3,000.

Much like Oklahoma City, OSU-OKC has grown 
and developed over recent decades. In 2009, students 
of the university’s �rst four-year program were awarded 
Bachelor of Technology degrees. 

BECAUSE YOU 
imagined big, 
YOUR ONE GIFT 
WILL GIVE MORE THAN 

one million 
CENTRAL OKLAHOMANS 
A BETTER TOMORROW.

unitedwayokc.org

BECAUSE YOU 
imagined big, 
YOUR ONE GIFT 
WILL GIVE MORE THAN 

one million 
CENTRAL OKLAHOMANS 
A BETTER TOMORROW.

unitedwayokc.org

BECAUSE YOU 
imagined big, 
YOUR ONE GIFT 
WILL GIVE MORE THAN 

one million 
CENTRAL OKLAHOMANS 
A BETTER TOMORROW.

unitedwayokc.org

BECAUSE YOU 
imagined big, 
YOUR ONE GIFT 
WILL GIVE MORE THAN 

one million 
CENTRAL OKLAHOMANS 
A BETTER TOMORROW.

unitedwayokc.org

FLASH BACK FAST FORWARD
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F A S T  F O R W A R D
Today, OSU-OKC o�ers one Bachelor of Technology 
degree program, 33 associate in applied science degrees, 
eight associate in science degrees, seven certi�cate 
programs and a variety of non-credit education courses. 
Enrollment over the past three years has continued to 
increase with more than 7,700 students in the Fall 2011 
class – up from just over 7,100 in the Fall 2009 class. 
�e university’s success and growth has led current 
leadership to look forward.

�e university’s facilities have grown alongside the 
increase in enrollment. In the last four years alone, the 
campus has seen the opening of three new buildings, 
including the Police Safety Training Center, the 
Agriculture Resource Center and the Engineering 
Technology Center. 

And it is safe to say they do not have plans to 
slow down. “We know that we’re the bene�ciaries of 
someone’s vision 50 years ago,” said Natalie Shirley, 
OSU-OKC president. “Creating a vision for the future 
requires a plan.”

Earlier this year, the university unveiled a 
development plan that includes a new wellness center, 
a health sciences center and improved parking. �e 
long-term master plan is part of the university’s 50th 
anniversary celebration with all new construction 
planned to be completed by 2030. 

In the past 50 years, OSU-OKC has grown from an initial 
enrollment of 92 students to more than 7,700.



16

Ju
ly 

20
12

 G
re

at
er

 O
kla

ho
ma

 C
ity

 C
ha

mb
er

 Th
e P

oin
t! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Amega West Services
Oil & Gas Services
Mr. Wally Pugsley .................. 636-8200 
330 SE 29th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73129
www.amega-west.com

The Bank of Union Home Loans
Mortgages
Mr. Mike Braun ..................... 608-0110 
3705 W. Memorial Road, Suite 1410
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.bankofunion.com

Brand Racing Engines, Inc.
Automobile Manufacturers
Mr. Gerald Brand .................. 745-3332 
7904 S. Council Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73169

Briar Rose Bistro, LLC
Food Service
Ms. Regan Williams .............. 255-6072 
12600 N. Douglas Blvd.
Jones, OK  73049

Bright Eyes Family Eyecare
Optometrists - O.D.
Bryan L. Womack, O.D. .......... 751-8851 
2818 W. Britton Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

CDR Global, Inc.
Computer Equipment - Sales, Service &  
Contract Maintenance
Mr. Damian Rodriguez ........... 749-7989 
13412 Railway Drive
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.cdrglobal.com

Creative Key Facepainting and Entertainment
Amusement / Entertainment / Attractions
Ms. April Brock ..................... 863-7705 
11001 NW 107th Circle
Yukon, OK  73099
www.creativekeyfacepainter.com

Design Associates
Engineering Services
Mr. Roman S. Meeks, P.E. ...... 513-7704 
15708 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 2
Edmond, OK  73013
www.designassociatesok.com

Heim Orthodontics Children & Adults
Dentists - Orthodontists
V. Matt Heim, D.D.S., M.S. ..... 755-8151 
4320 McAuley Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.okcbraces.com

High Impact Management
Consultants
Ms. Julie Coffee .................... 833-9090 
P.O. Box 720251
Oklahoma City, OK  73172
www.himokc.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Russell Raydon ............... 721-6721 
5857 N.W. Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK  73132
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Jason Lee ........................ 751-4426 
12508 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. John Olivarez .................. 720-9790 
7001 NW 122nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73142
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Jerry Shaw ...................... 447-4730 
1251 Alameda St.
Norman, OK  73069
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Roberto Garcia ................ 524-4221 
1108 NW 18th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73106
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Ms. Angela Davis .................. 528-8121 
2016 NW 39th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Michael Moses ................ 321-1313 
2600 W. Robinson Ave.
Norman, OK  73069
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Kenneth Dew................... 878-0600 
600 W. Indepdence St.
Shawnee, OK  74804-4320
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Cliff House ...................... 685-7451 
4301 S. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73119
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Ms. Lori Burns ...................... 378-3900 
10700 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73170
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Michael Kanady .............. 917-9829 
3330 NW 56th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Dennis Kluding ................ 844-4400 
1151 N. Bryant Ave.
Edmond, OK  73034-3251
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Tommie Wright ................ 789-2834 
7101 NW 23rd St.
Bethany, OK  73008
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Shawn King ..................... 224-2538 
759 W. Grand Avenue
Chickasha, OK  73018
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. David Hardy .................... 330-7200 
24 E. 33rd St.
Edmond, OK  73013
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Larry Travis ..................... 354-0664 
2400 S. Cornwell Drive
Yukon, OK  73099-5804
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Terry Wright ..................... 282-0530 
220 E. Cleveland Ave.
Guthrie, OK  73044
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. James Walton.................. 324-2205 
11241 W. Reno Ave.
Yukon, OK  73099-7569
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Kelly Bates ...................... 376-4231 
115 E. Highway 152
Mustang, OK  73064
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Ms. Alissa Dunn-Stephens.... 364-9244 
1100 W. Main St.
Norman, OK  73069
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Jerry Pendleton ............... 275-1898 
2705 N. Harrison
Shawnee, OK  74804-9174
www.hacretail.com
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Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

Each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUE BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Bronze
Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Val Schlueter ................... 321-7048 
1724 W. Lindsey St.
Norman, OK  73069-4306
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Terry Wright ..................... 340-4181 
2205 W. Edmond Rd.
Edmond, OK  73003
www.hacretail.com

Homeland Store
Grocers - Retail
Mr. Jerry Ward ....................... 751-7595 
9225 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.hacretail.com

INTEGRIS Federal Credit Union
Credit Unions
Mr. Michael Davenport .......... 947-3730 
4900 N. Portland Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.integrisfcu.org

Johnson Controls - Justin Bales
Air Conditioning & Heating Equipment & Systems
Mr. Justin T. Bales ................. 412-3233 
4730 SW 20th St.
4716 SW 122nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73173
www.jci.com

Koch Communications, LLC
Public Relations
Ms. Kym Koch Thompson ...... 596-0623 
330 NW 10th St., Suite 200
Oklahoma City, OK  73103-3905
www.kochcomm.com

Town of Luther
Government Agencies & Services
Ms. Donita G. Roby ............... 277-3833 
119 S. Main St.
Luther, OK  73054
www.townoflutherok.com

Marriott Lawn Care
Lawn & Garden Services
Ms. Mary J. Wylie .................. 364-5675 
4701 Aberdeen Court
Norman, OK  73072-3931

Messer-Bowers Company
Insurance
Mr. Don Bowers .................... 840-4351 
6701 N. Broadway Ave., Suite 323
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.messerbowers.com

Midtown Attorneys
Attorneys / Lawyers
Mr. Timothy D. Beets ............. 942-5705 
1213 N. Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73106-6890
www.midtownattorneys.com

New York Life Ins. Co. (OKC Gen. Off.)
Financial Planning Consultants
Insurance - Life
Ms. Angie Guice .................... 813-7400 
3030 N.W. Expressway, Suite 1800
Oklahoma City, OK  73112-5440
www.newyorklife.com

OEMA (Oklahoma Environmental  
Management Authority)
Waste Management & Disposal
Mr. David Griesel .................. 262-0161 
1505 S. Rock Island Ave.
El Reno, OK  73036-5737

okBride
Bridal Shops / Services
Mr. Ken Monier ..................... 633-0366 
7300 NW 23rd St., Suite 103
Oklahoma City, OK  73141-1419
www.okbride.com

Oklahoma Central Air
Air Conditioning & Heating Equipment & Systems
Ms. Angiee Nelson ................ 509-6733 
1124 Del Norte Drive
Edmond, OK  73003
www.okcentralair.com

Paciugo Gelato and Caffe'
Restaurants
Mr. Cris Villarma .......... (214) 417-2768 
1901 N.W. Expressway, Suite 2033
Oklahoma City, OK 73118 
www.paciugo.com/pennsquare

Lead Investor  Bronze

Perfusion Alliance, LLC
Medical Services
Mr. Dewayne Poor ................. 604-5613 
3601 N. May Ave., Suite C
Oklahoma City, OK  73112

Plains Nitrogen, LLC
Oil & Gas Field Services
Mr. David C. Mayfield, CPA .... 418-8426 
2601 N.W. Expressway, Suite 411W
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.progressiven2.com

Rainbow China Buffet
Restaurants
Mr. Ling Chen........................ 948-8168 
500 S. Meridian Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73108

Lead Investor  Bronze

The Referral Center
Counseling Services
Drug / Alcohol Abuse & Addiction Info / Treatment
Ms. Summer Kaulaity ............ 525-2525 
1215 NW 25th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73106
www.trcok.com

Board of Advisors 

Ruthnap Consulting Group, LLC
Consultants
Mr. Gregg Bohler ................... 795-7864 
P.O. Box 2813
Edmond, OK  73083

Nancy Dobbs Scentsy Independent Consultant
Home Decor
Ms. Nancy Dobbs .................. 341-3107 
524 E. Still Hollow Road
Edmond, OK  73034-4259
www.elegantcandlegifts.com

Shila Consulting Group, Inc.
Computers - Software & Services
Ms. Shila Jackson ........ (972) 897-4016 
3404 Partridge Road
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

The Shower Door Source
Shower Doors & Tub Enclosures
Mr. David Sparks .................. 608-0000 
9480 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.theshowerdoorsource.com

Lead Investor  Bronze

Taco Cabana #426
Restaurants
Mr. Mike Fellers .................... 748-4774 
11109 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.tacocabana.com

Taco Cabana #427
Restaurants
Mr. Kevin Brandt ................... 440-0785 
415 S. MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128
www.tacocabana.com

Taco Cabana #439
Restaurants
Mr. King Islam....................... 573-0772 
343 N. Interstate Drive
Norman, OK  73069
www.tacocabana.com

Lead Investor  Bronze

Today's Roofing, Inc.
Roofing Contractors
Mr. Merardo Garcia ............... 619-5858 
5605 S. Eastern Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73129-9266
www.todaysroofing.com
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GRAND OPENINGS
Congratulations to the following Chamber members on their recent Grand 

Openings & Groundbreakings!  
All Chamber members are welcome to attend Grand Openings. 

To view more photos, see the schedule of upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to 
the Grand Openings calendar, visit www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

R&S Optimal Rehab 
430 NW 10th St.            

Oklahoma City, OK 73103

There's a unique combination at the Y. Little ones 

build skills and self-esteem. People connect while 

strengthening body and mind. The Y offers 

everything from weights and fitness equipment to 

improve well-being, to kids programs that nurture 

their potential through learning and play. At the Y, 

your membership means more.

JOIN TODAY

LOCATION

Address

Address

Phone

Visit AnytownY.com

ONLY
AT THE Y

ONLY
AT THE Y

JOIN TODAY
Visit www.ymca.net to find a Y near you!

There’s a unique combination at the Y. Little ones build skills and 
self-esteem. People connect while strengthening body and mind. 
The Y offers everything from weights and fitness equipment to 
improve well-being, to kids programs that nurture their potential 
through learning and play. At the Y, your membership means more.

�e Outlet Shoppes at Oklahoma City 
7624 W. Reno Ave., Suite 380       

Oklahoma City, OK 73127

Candlewood Suites Hotel 
4400 River Park Drive       

Oklahoma City, OK 73108

Classen Clean & Green Car Wash 
2801 N. Classen Blvd.      

Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Firestone Complete Auto Care 
13400 N. MacArther Blvd. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

Progressive Stamping, LLC 
5500 W. Reno, Suite 300                

Oklahoma City, OK 73127

Rainbow China Bu�et 
500 S. Meridian Ave.          

Oklahoma City, OK 73108

�e Bank of Union Home Loans 
3705 W. Memorial Road, Suite 1410        

Oklahoma City, OK 73134
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS

OKC’s Real Estate Market 
Contributes to Economic 
Stability
•	 Real estate makes up 11% of OKC’s Gross Metro 

Product (GMP) or $6.5 billion.

•	 For Top 100 metros, Real Estate as a percent of 
GMP ranges between 4% (McAllen, TX) and 24% 
(Orlando, FL).

•	 �is shows how much a local economy is in�uenced 
by its Real Estate sector.

•	 OKC was 1 of only 16 major metros to show 
positive year over year Real Estate Activity gains in  
each year from 2007 to 2010.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Gross Metro 
Product 2007-2010
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2010 Real Estate as % of 
Gross Metro Product

Real Estate Activity* (Year over Year Growth) 
Select U.S. Metros

2007 2008 2009 2010

Boston 5.8% 3.6% 0.3% 4.8%

Oklahoma City 7.3% 0.5% 1.2% 3.0%

Orlando 6.9% 4.2% 2.1% 2.5%

San Antonio 11.9% 6.9% -1.3% -0.2%

United States 6.6% 5.2% -0.4% -0.5%

Indianapolis 0.3% 7.1% 2.1% -0.7%

Phoenix 4.3% 4.0% -1.9% -3.5%

*Real Estate Activity includes dollars generated by the sale, rental and leasing of real estate.
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Periodicals

PAID
Oklahoma City, OK

731

LOOK INSIDE!

             twitter.com/okcchamber

     facebook.com/GreaterOKCChamber

5 NBA Finals Puts OKC on Center Stage     6 Upcoming Chamber Events

8 Connect With Your Customers          13 OKC Events Increase Attendance

 14 Flash Back, Fast Forward                16  Welcome New Members


