
The residential real estate market in Greater Oklahoma 
City is looking up – which is especially good news 
because, when compared to the rest of the nation, 
the region was never really down. While many major 
metropolitan areas in the country are still reeling from 
the recession and housing market bust, median sales 
prices of existing single-family homes in the Oklahoma 
City metro area are steadily on the rise.

In the second quarter of 2011 (for large metros in the 
Federal Reserve Tenth District), Oklahoma City ranked 
No. 2 in median home prices behind Denver, Colo.
Large metros in the Tenth District include Oklahoma 
City, Kansas City, Omaha, Tulsa and Denver.  

Increases in median home price also means 
Oklahoma City’s overall cost of living has increased 
slightly. However, it reflects positively on the region, 
as it expresses desirability and the strength of the local 
housing market. 

“Twenty years ago, our median home price ranked 
last among mid-sized and large metros in the seven-
state Tenth Federal Reserve District. Ten years ago, we 
still ranked second-to-last,” said Chad Wilkerson, vice 
president and economist for the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Kansas City, Oklahoma City Branch. “Now the only 
metros in our district with higher median home prices 
all have views of the Rocky Mountains, and we’ve made 
up a good amount of ground on several of those.”

November 2011                                                                www.okcchamber.com

Home Prices Show Steady Increase

OKC Serves as Model for Other Cities
Oklahoma City’s modern-day renaissance and ability to 
withstand the recession have made it a prime location 
for intercity visits by chambers of commerce and cities 
across the U.S. Since 2006, more than 10 cities and 
chambers have chosen Oklahoma City as the site of their 
annual intercity visits. Cities that have visited Oklahoma 
City include Albuquerque, N.M.; Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; Corpus Christi, Texas; Jackson, Miss.; Lexington, 
Ky.; Lubbock, Texas; Mobile, Ala.; Richmond, Va.; 
Shreveport, La.; Springfield, Mo.; Topeka, Kansas; Waco, 
Texas and Wichita, Kansas.

“The number of cities visiting Oklahoma City has 
increased significantly in recent years,” said Roy H. 
Williams, Greater Oklahoma City Chamber president 
and CEO. “Oklahoma City has seen a number of 
successes over the past two decades and the citizens, 
business community and city’s leaders have consistently 
worked together to improve our city and our quality of 
life. Our successes have not gone unnoticed by other 
cities across the nation, and they are eager to come here 
and learn from our achievements.”

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 13
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Every day, the Chamber works to create a stronger business 
climate in Greater Oklahoma City, striving to not only 
make our region more appealing for new companies 
looking to relocate or expand, but to also make it easier for 
our local companies to achieve success. 

Over the last two decades, Oklahoma has developed a 
number of incentive programs that have helped our state 
and our region better compete for capital investment and 
the creation of primary jobs. The economic growth and 
diversification we have seen over the last decade, and our 
resilience during the recent economic downturn, would 
likely not have been possible without this robust growth 
supported by these programs. 

Most of Oklahoma’s economic development incentives are revenue positive – meaning 
they provide net new revenue to the state. This is a positive thing for our state, region and 
city, and something we must continue to monitor and support. But revenue is not the only 
unit of measurement when looking at the effectiveness of such programs. For example, the 
renovation of the Skirvin Hotel would not have been possible without the help of a historic 
tax credit, yet it is evident today that the Skirvin has played a vital role in much of the 
downtown development we have seen since.

As we continue to look at our state’s incentive programs and measure their effects, it is 
important to remember the end-goal of incentive programs: to strengthen our economy, to 
make Oklahoma more competitive in the region and nationally, and to grow employment 
and wealth for our citizens. The only real way to do that is to attract new investment and 
jobs or to help our existing companies grow and expand –  and incentives play a crucial role 
in that process. 

Incentives should be regularly evaluated. The success of these programs must be 
measured for their effectiveness, and any necessary changes to the process and language 
should be implemented to ensure accountability. If, through the appropriate measurement, 
we find that a program is not doing what it set out to do, it is certainly wise to end it. I can 
assure you that we are closely monitoring the legislature’s work during this interim session 
and we will be working to see that those programs that work remain intact.

cont
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When looking at the Housing Price Index (HPI) over 
the past five years, Oklahoma City has made overall 
gains, with only a few losses during the  height of the 
national recession. The HPI for the U.S. as a whole 
shows steady losses since mid-2006. The data indicates 
that, the region has experienced a quicker recovery than 
most areas. 

“It’s remarkable – and encouraging – how much 
ground Oklahoma City’s home prices have made up in 
recent years,” said Wilkerson. “While higher relative 
home prices means our cost of living advantage is not as 
great as it used to be, it is also reflective of the increasing 
attractiveness and strength of Oklahoma City.”

Since the second quarter of 2000, the metro’s median 
home price has increased from $85,100. At the end of 

the second quarter of 2011 (according to the National 
Association of Realtors), the median price of a single-
family home in Oklahoma City was $143,200. 

Data from the Oklahoma City Metropolitan 
Association of REALTORS shows an increase in both 
the number of sales and price between August 2010 and 
the same month this year. In August 2011, nearly 300 
more home sales closed and the average price per home 
was $6,000 greater. 

“The strength of the region’s real estate market will 
continue to play into the overall strength of Greater 
Oklahoma City moving forward,” said Eric Long, 
research economist for the Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber. 

Home Prices Show Steady Increase 
continued from page 1

FOR 
SALE

81Days on  	
the Market 
VS. 79 in 
Aug 2010

List Price Increase $ Volume Increase days on the marketFOR 
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FOR 
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FOR 
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FOR 
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$201.8m to $254.8m 
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up $6k from August 2010
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Upcoming Events

:

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Register securely online for 
Chamber events at 

www.okcchamber.com/events or 
e-mail register@okcchamber.com 

with questions.

twitter.com/okcchamber
facebook.com/GreaterOKCChamber

November 15
Experience China Info Session
Time: 5 - 6 p.m.
Location: Chamber offices, 123 Park Ave.
Cost: There is no cost to attend. RSVP to 
register@okcchamber.com

November 17
MegaLunch
Time: 11 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Location: Central Oklahoma Home Builders 
Association, Inc., 420 E. Britton Rd.
Cost: $35 for members. Reservations must 
be made 72 hours before the event.

December 8
Annual Meeting
Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Cox Convention Center, 
One Myriad Gardens
Cost: $75 for members; $100 for non-
members; Corporate tables seating 10 
available for $1,000

December 13
Sunset Reception
Time: 4 - 6 p.m.
Location: Gold’s Gym, 3625 NW Expressway
Cost: Admission is free. RSVP not required.

December 14
Breaking Through
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: The Sheraton Oklahoma City 
Hotel, One N Broadway Ave.
Cost: $35 for members; 		
$40 for non-members

January 19
State of the City
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Cox Convention Center, 
One Myriad Gardens
Cost: $50 for members; $75 for non-
members; Corporate tables seating 10 
available for $1,000

Experience China Info Session: 
Nov. 15
Don’t miss the opportunity to experience China March 15-23, 2012, 
at an exceptional price. Attendees will see the ancient and modern 
sites of Beijing, Shanghai, Suzhou and Hangzhou and an optional 
side trip to Xi’an and the Terra-Cotta Warriors. A pre-tour briefing 
for all interested travelers will be held on Nov. 15 at the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber from 5 - 6 p.m. 

The trip cost per person is $1,999 for Chamber members and 
$2,099 for non-members. A $200 non-refundable deposit is 
due upon registration. Final payment must be received no later 
than Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011.

E-mail register@okcchamber.com to RSVP to the pre-tour briefing.
For more information about the trip (including full pricing details), 
visit www.okcchamber.com/China.

MegaLunch: Nov. 17
MegaLunch is an exciting and unique way 
to network and spread the word about your 
business. A computerized rotation schedule 
guides Chamber members around different 
tables where they present a 90-second 
company pitch to other attendees.

	Due to the unique format of this event, only one person per 
member company can attend. Reservations must be made 72 hours 
prior to the event. For more information or to make reservations, 
please e-mail register@okcchamber.com.
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Zogby to Keynote Annual 
Meeting: Dec. 8
Celebrate another successful year in Oklahoma City at 
the Chamber’s Annual Meeting, Thursday, Dec. 8 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cox Convention Center, One 
Myriad Gardens. During lunch you will see dynamic 
videos and hear a lively 2011 year-in-review from 
Chamber chairman, Carl Edwards, Price Edwards & 
Company.

Speaking at this year’s event is John Zogby, chairman 
and chief insights officer of IBOPE Zogby International 
(IZI). Zogby is one of the nation’s leading pollsters and 
trendspotters, as well as author of The New York Times 
bestseller The Way We’ll Be. A renowned lecturer, he will 
discuss the pulse of our country, drawing a picture of the 
trends that will drive our society in the future.

Corporate tables are $1,000 for 10 seats. Individual 
seats for Chamber members are $75 and $100 for non-
members. Special thanks to Signature Event Sponsor, 
The Chickasaw Nation.

Breaking Through:  
Dec. 14

Make plans now to attend 
the next Breaking Through 
luncheon and hear from Maj. 
Gen. Bruce Litchfield, who has 
been selected for reassignment as 
Commander of the Oklahoma 
City Air Logistics Center, 
effective November 10th. 

Litchfield’s comments, 
Leading Tinker Into the Future, will discuss the future 
missions of the Air Logistics Center and the focus on 
energy, education and training, and community support. 

Register now for this luncheon set for December 14 
at The Sheraton Oklahoma City from 11:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Cost is $35 for Chamber members and $40 for 
nonmembers. Register securely online at  
www.okcchamber.com/events.

Southern Nazarene University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color, national or ethnic origin, marital status, or disability in the recruitment, admission, and treatment 
of students or access to university programs or activities including the operation of all university programs, activities, services and employment. The following person has been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies including Title IX, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Age Discrimination: University Provost, Southern Nazarene 
University, Bresee Hall, 6729 NW 39th Expressway, OK 73008, 405-491-6300

PROGRAM BENEFITS

MBA
MBA-Health Care
MS, Management

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
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ATTAIN YOUR ATTAIN YOUR ATTAIN YOUR 
MASTERS MASTERS MASTERS 
DEGREE TODAY.DEGREE TODAY.DEGREE TODAY.DEGREE TODAY.DEGREE TODAY.DEGREE TODAY.

ATTAIN YOUR 
MASTERS 
DEGREE TODAY.

Call or click today. 717.6220 | snu.edu/mba-msm

• One night a week format.
• No outside study teams.
• Credit given for life experience.
• Take one course at a time to fit with 
   your own schedule.
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Subscribe today for as low as $12 per month.
newsok.com/subscribe • 1.877.98PAPER

 Money-saving coupons and convenient 
home delivery of our print edition

 Free individual merchandise classified 
ad ($20 value). Call 475-3000 today!

 Unlimited access to a searchable 
archive dating back to 1901

 Unlimited access to the digital version 
of the print edition on your computer

 Free apps for iPad,™ iPhone® and 
Android™ devices



Learn more about the CVB and upcoming events in Oklahoma City at www.visitokc.com.
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As planning continues for the MAPS 3 projects, the 
exact cost of the new convention center has been 
the focus of recent debate. Now that a City Council 
resolution has determined the amount of funds allotted 
for the project, focus is returning to the center itself and 
the benefits it will bring to Oklahoma City.

“Moving forward, it’s time to focus on what we need 
to do to succeed,” said Mike Carrier, president of the 
Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We 
need to design it correctly and then figure out how we 
make it work within our budget.”

The current Cox Convention Center continually 
ranks low among other competitive and comparable 
facilities and markets such as Indianapolis, Kansas City, 
Nashville and Fort Worth. Among 16 facilities in 14 
markets, Oklahoma City ranks 16th in exhibit space, 
12th in meeting space, 14th in ballroom space and 13th 
in total sellable event space. Due to the lack of space, 
Oklahoma City is losing business each year.

“Anytime your convention center is dark due to 
move-in and move-out dates, you are losing revenue and 
hotel nights,” said Carrier. “The planned size of the new 
convention center will allow us to host larger conventions  
than in the past, while also allowing for convention 
overlap, making us a more competitive market.”

The total sellable space will increase from Cox 
Convention Center’s 153,600 square feet to 258,000 
square feet planned.  

“The new convention center will put Oklahoma City 
in the middle of the pack as far as size,” said Carrier. 
“The quality of our space is where Oklahoma City has 
the opportunity to shine.” 

The convention center subcommittee has 
recommended the old Ford dealership site west of the 
Chesapeake Energy Arena to the MAPS 3 Advisory 
Board. The site recommendation will be presented to 
City Council for final approval in early November.

“We are excited about the direction in which we’re 
headed,” said Tom McDaniel, chairman of the MAPS 
3 Citizen Advisory Board. “The site we have chosen 
gives us the opportunity to expand in the future, which 
is the number one challenge of our current convention 
center. Having a facility capable of competing with cities 
such as Louisville and Austin will move Oklahoma City 
higher on the list of convention destinations for meeting 
planners around the country.”

Looking Toward the Future: Oklahoma 
City’s New Convention Center

Current Convention Space in OKC
Total Sellable Event Space
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Greater OKC a Key Player in Oklahoma 
Tourism, Exceeding $2.1 Billion Annually

At the Governor’s Conference on Tourism in Tulsa, on Oct. 
23, the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
released new numbers showing the impact of tourism on 
Oklahoma’s economy. 

Overall, Oklahoma’s tourism industry generated $6.2 
billion in direct domestic traveler spending during 2010, 
an increase of 7.2 percent over 2009. Travel-generated 
employment is also up 4.3 percent with employees earning 
more than $1.8 billion in payroll income during 2010. Of 
the $6.2 billion, more than $2.1 billion 33 percent of the 
amount for the entire state was generated in Oklahoma 
County – proving once again the tourism industry is a key 
economic source in Greater Oklahoma City. 

The major organization recruiting and marketing 
to visitors in the Greater Oklahoma City region is the 
Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB), a 
division of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber. 

“The role of a CVB is to market and promote an entire 

Drop off supplies at these
participating locations:

Any kind of school supplies
are greatly appreciated

Bring in any school supply between Nov. 1-15 and 

put them in the designated box.

OKC’s business community is teaming 

up to collect much needed supplies for 

metro area students
How it works:

Community School Supply 
Drive: November 1st - 15th

Drop-off
Locations

location addresses 

can be found at 

www.teamupokc.com

American Cleaners • Bank of Oklahoma 

Comtech • FAA Credit Union • Hertz • Ideal 

Homes • Oklahoma Employees Credit Union  

Panera Bread • SportClips • T&S Web Design

Supports Teachers & Students.

You Should Too!

@TeamUpOKC

TeamUpOKCdrive
www.TeamUpOKC.com
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destination to meeting planners, tour operators and 
visitors,” said Mike Carrier, president of the Oklahoma 
City Convention & Visitors Bureau. “To achieve this, 
we work closely with our partners and stakeholders, 
including hotels, attractions, events, restaurants and 
others to ensure people know Oklahoma City is a 
premier visitor destination.”

During 2010, nearly 75,000 jobs were generated 
throughout the state by the tourism industry. 
Without these jobs generated by domestic travel, the 
unemployment rate in the state during 2010 would 
have been 11.3 percent, 4 percent higher than the end 
result of 7 percent. Tourism also generates significant tax 
revenue for the state. Domestic spending in Oklahoma 
in 2010 brought in more than $1 billion in tax revenue 
for federal, state and local governments – an increase of 
4.1 percent from 2009. 

The economic impact study was conducted by the 
research department of the U.S. Travel Association and 
provides preliminary 2010 estimates of domestic traveler 
spending, employment, payroll income and state and 
local tax revenue directly generated through tourism in 
Oklahoma.
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INTEGRIS Health was recently named one of the top-performing healthcare systems in the United States by 
Thomson Reuters – the only Oklahoma-owned healthcare system to earn this distinction. We’re proud to be 
recognized nationally, but mostly we’re grateful for what we have right here.

From our talented physicians to our selfless nurses and tireless staff, we get to go to work each day with people who 
truly represent traits that define Oklahoma – the rugged resilience, quiet strength and unquestioning compassion 
that makes INTEGRIS proud to be Oklahoma-owned and Oklahoma-grown.

integrisOK.com  |  405.951.2277

One of Reuters’ Top-Performing Healthcare Systems In the Nation

NATIONALLYRecognized.
O K L A H O M A - O W N E D

UNI_IN_M78_Top_Performing_Healthcare.indd   1 10/11/11   1:42 PM
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OKC Serves as Model for Other Cities
continued from page 1

There are a number of factors playing into Oklahoma 
City’s increased exposure: the NBA Oklahoma City 
Thunder basketball team, national accolades, the 
more than $5 billion in public and private investment 
downtown since the originals MAPS, the incredible 
growth of the region’s bioscience industry and more. 

“Seventy-four of our members visited Oklahoma City. 
We were so impressed with the collaborative working 
relationship Oklahoma City’s business community 
has with city government,” said Doug Kisinger, 
president and CEO of the Greater Topeka Chamber of 
Commerce. “We learned from their successes and are 
eager to facilitate improvements at home.”

While in Oklahoma City, peer cities hear 
presentations on MAPS, successful bond election 
strategies, creative financing and incentives, downtown 
redevelopment, river development, the region’s 
bioscience industry and others. 

 “Oklahoma City’s leaders had the fortitude to share 
the larger vision and gain community support, and it 
resulted in the public investment spurring considerable 
private investment,” said Greg Burris, city manager of 
the City of Springfield, Mo. “I’m always willing to steal 
good ideas, and Oklahoma City has many of them.”

In recent years, 13 cities and chambers have chosen 
Oklahoma City as a “peer city” for their intercity visits.

 
 

Located in Historic Stockyards City! 

 

 

Stockyards City Main Street Presents: 

www.stockyardscity.org 

SAVE THE 
DATES! 
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ACE Moving & Storage
MOVERS
Mr. David Howell................ 672-4425 
1700 S. Eastern Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73129
www.aceatlas.com

American Red Cross of Central 
Oklahoma
SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
Ms. Janienne Bella............. 228-9500 
601 N.E. 6th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73104-6209
www.okc.redcross.org

Cort Furniture Rental
FURNITURE
Ms. Monica Davis............. .943-2348 
4300 N.W. 39th Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.cort.com

EST, Inc.
ENGINEERING SERVICES
Mr. Mike Vahabzadegan..... 307-8378 
3201 S. Berry Rd.
Norman, OK  73072
www.estinc.net

Freedom Companies
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Mr. Lynn Dixon..........(972) 650-0700 
8200 Springwood Dr., Suite 240
Irving, TX  75063-5813

Gold’s Gym
FITNESS CENTERS & TRAINING
Mr. Fred Elias....................  749-6435 
2301 W. Memorial Rd., Suite 400
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.goldsgym.com

Holiday Inn Airport
HOTELS & MOTELS
Dr. Naresh Patel................  601-7272 
4401 S.W. 15th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73108-2228
www.hiokcairport.com

New Century Investments Hotels & 
Restaurants
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS
Mr. James R. Thompson.. ...204-7962 
2811 N.W. Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.newcenturyhotels.com

Partners Human Resources Co.
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES / EMPLOYEE 
LEASING
Mr. Roger Rock..................  917-1020 
3420 N. Santa Fe Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118-8809
www.partners-hr.com

Petra Roofing Company
ROOFING CONTRACTORS
Mr. Ricky Tait....................  720-2400 
9416 N. Nichols Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.petraroofingco.com

Petroleum Marketers Equipment Co.
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
SERVICE STATION SUPPLIES
Mr. Gerald Newcomb...... ...235-4471 
2010 Exchange Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73108
www.petmarco.com

Smith Roberts Baldischwiler, LLC
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
Mr. Glen W. Smith.............. 840-7094 
100 N.E. 5th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73104
www.smith-roberts.com

Vatterott College
SCHOOLS - UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
Mr. J. David Gordon...........  234-3600 
5537 N.W. Expressway
Warr Acres, OK  73132-5230
www.vatterott-college.com

Williams, Box, Forshee & Bullard, PC
ATTORNEYS / LAWYERS
Mr. John Michael Williams...232-0080
522 Colcord Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK 73102-2202

Members Show Support 
for Chamber

For more information on increasing your investment and helping the Chamber move 
Oklahoma City forward, contact the Membership Division at 297-8949.

Board of Advisor / Silver Lead Investor ($5,000 - $9,999)

Board of Advisors  / Bronze Lead Investors ($3,000 - $4,999)

Manhattan Construction Company
CONTRACTORS - GENERAL
Mr. Xavier Neira...............254-1050 
2601 N.W. Expressway, Suite 300W
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.manhattanconstruction.com

The following member companies increased 
their investment between July and September,  

demonstrating strong support of the Chamber’s 
efforts to drive the city’s economy to make this the 

best place to live, work, play and visit.

Board of Advisor / Gold Lead Investor ($10,000 - $39,999)
Arvest Bank
BANKS
Mr. Bradley W. Krieger......419-1851 
5621 N. Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118-4015
www.arvest.com

When debt 
consumed my life, 
your one gift 
helped teach me
financial
responsibility.

unitedwayokc.org

learn more.
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Membership in the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
helps companies get involved in the business community 
and in the Chamber’s efforts to create a stronger business 
climate in Greater Oklahoma City. With more than 
5,000 members, the Chamber is the largest coalition of 
businesses in the state of Oklahoma, creating a strong 
organization that works to propel Oklahoma City’s 
momentum.

While all members have access to the Chamber’s 
many services and opportunities, Board of Advisor 
(BOA) members have a unique opportunity to increase 
their membership benefits and involvement because of 
their additional investment in the Chamber.

 “Our Board of Advisor members are passionate about 
where our city is going,” said Carl Edwards, Chamber 
chairman and partner with Price Edwards & Company. 
“These individuals represent a variety of companies, and 
all have a desire to be involved as we work toward our 
goals and make future priorities.”

As representatives of BOA companies, members learn 
about current and future Chamber initiatives while 
gaining a solid foundation of the Chamber’s program of 
work. As well-informed members, these individuals are 
some of the Chamber and business community’s greatest 
advocates and assets.

BOA members have the opportunity to attend key 
Chamber leadership events including the annual Board 
Retreat, joint meetings with Board of Directors and 
Board of Advisors, the annual Intercity Visit and Board 
of Advisors Small Group meetings.

Board of Advisor Small Groups 
Board of Advisor Small Groups are an opportunity for 
BOA members to learn about key Chamber initiatives in 
an informal and interactive setting.

Board Retreat
More than 100 members of the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors and Board of Advisors gather for this intensive, 
informative and motivational trip, focusing on Chamber 
goals and initiatives while brainstorming and discussing 
future priorities and programs.

Intercity Visit 
During these visits, Board of Directors, Board of 
Advisors and key stakeholders visit peer cities, touring 
physical redevelopments, interacting with community 
leaders and discussing lessons learned with keynote 
speakers and in small groups.

Joint Board Meetings 
Twice a year, members of the Board of Advisors are 
invited to attend the Chamber’s Board of Directors 
meeting. These meetings feature updates on progress of 
the Chamber’s priorities, key initiatives and projects. 

For more information, contact Lisa W. Boevers at 
297-8948 or lboevers@okcchamber.com.

Members Increase Their Investment, 
Involvement in OKC’s Future

“As a Board of Advisor member, I 
have the opportunity for one-on-
one interaction with the Chamber 
board, business and city leadership 
through meetings, trips and retreats. 
Without these benefits, I would have 
no way of interacting with as many 
in such a short period of time.”

– 	Tim Strange, Sperry VanNess �
		 William T. Strange & Assoc.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Aetna
INSURANCE
Mr. Hank Darcey............................ 917-2880 
3030 N.W. Expressway, Suite 875
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.aetna.com

Air Conditioning Concepts of OK, LLC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING - COMMERCIAL
Mr. Brandon Cox............................ 330-0535 
3900 Michael Rd.
Edmond, OK  73025-1233
www.acconceptsok.com

The Allen Real Estate Group
REAL ESTATE
Mr. Christopher S. Allen................. 509-9350 
3600 N.W. 138th St., Suite 102
Oklahoma City, OK  73134-2504
www.sellingoklahoma.com

Board of Advisor	 Bronze
The Alliance for Economic Development 
of Oklahoma City, Inc.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES
Ms. Cathy O’Connor................................604-6780 
105 N. Hudson Ave., Suite 101
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-4801
www.theallianceokc.org

American Heartland Distributing
HARDWARE / FIXTURES
Mr. Gene Goforth............................ 802-9521 
3115 Venice Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.ahdok.com

Arrow Moving and Storage
MOVERS
Mr. Bill Brennan............................. 495-5565 
7300 W. Reno Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73127-9736
www.arrowmoving.net

Austin Management Company, LLC
OIL & GAS INVESTMENTS
Ms. Sheri L. Neal........................... 607-8300 
6301 Waterford Blvd., Suite 120
Oklahoma City, OK  73118

BlueView Agency, Inc.
ADVERTISING AGENCIES
Ms. Jodie L. Gutkowski................... 496-3363 
13431 N. Broadway Ext., Suite 115
Oklahoma City, OK  73114-2225
www.blueviewagency.com

Blunck’s Photography
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Mr. Richard Keele........................... 794-7748 
228 W. Main St.
P.O. Box 7289
Moore, OK  73153
www.bluncks.com

Bryan R. Grieme, MD, PC
PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS
Bryan R. Grieme, MD..................... 517-7433 
1305 N. Hudson Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73103

Cathy Christensen & Associates, PC
ATTORNEYS / LAWYERS
Ms. Cathy M. Christensen.............. 752-5565 
2933 N.W. 138th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.cathychristensenlaw.com

Colbert & Associates, LLC
HUMAN RESOURCE SERVICES / CONSULTING
Mr. Walter F. Colbert..............(281) 799-0564 
15408 Fairview Farm Blvd.
Edmond, OK  73013-1372

Consolidated Networks Corporation
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Mr. Jim Rogers............................... 429-4205 
722 N. Broadway Ave., Suite 203
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-6025
www.consolidatednetworks.com

Core Business & Financial Services
ACCOUNTANTS AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Mr. Christian Brim, CPA, CMA........ 720-1244 
8901 Commerce Park Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73132-3436
www.coregroupus.com

Deep South Equipment Co.
FORKLIFTS
Mr. Brett Stone.............................. 745-2274 
3600 S. Council Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73179-4408
www.deepsouthequipment.com

Echo Energy Group, LLC
OIL & GAS SERVICES
Ms. Shelly Martin........................... 753-4232 
2932 N.W. 122nd St., Suite 19
12316-A N. May Ave., Suite 314
Oklahoma City, OK  73120-1944

FMB Mortgage - Carole Smith
MORTGAGES
Ms. Carole Smith........................... 348-0030 
17100 N. May Ave.
Edmond, OK  73012-8919

Foxhole Technology, Inc.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - CONSULTING
Mr. Matthew Ziehme.............(703) 496-4514 
11781 Lee Jackson Memorial Hwy., Suite 2
Fairfax, VA  22033
www.foxholetechnology.com

Hite Plastics
RECYCLING CENTERS
Mr. Ray Hite................................... 297-9818 
201 N. Wisconsin Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73117
www.hiteplastics.com

The Holloway Group
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Wills Holloway, Jr., MD................... 603-8450 
6613 N. Meridian Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.thehollowaygroup.org

Home Depot
HOME CENTERS
Mr. Ed West................................... 843-5008 
3040 N.W. 59th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.homedepot.com

Home Depot
HOME CENTERS
Mr. Mike Meador............................ 789-3895 
6800 W. Reno Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73127
www.homedepot.com

Insight Funding Group, LLC
MORTGAGES
Mr. Perry Fatheree.......................... 602-1283 
704 W. Sheridan Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-2412
www.insightfunding.com

Jenco Construction Company
CONTRACTORS - GENERAL
Ms. Cheryl French.......................... 720-2116 
121 N.E. 26th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105-2704
www.jencoconstruction.com

Limbs & Dreams 4 Kids Foundation
FOUNDATIONS
Mr. Craig Gavras............................ 830-3085 
3905 Harrogate Dr.
Norman, OK  73072-4247

The MIT Group, Inc.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - CONSULTING
Mr. Larry Davenport....................... 603-3363 
5601 N.W. 72nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73132-5922
www.themitgroup.net

Lead Investor	 Bronze
The Mansion at Waterford
RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES & HOMES
Ms. Chris Hall..........................................848-1817 
6110 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73112-7361
www.mansionatwaterfordslc.com

The Meat House
GROCERS - RETAIL
Mr. James Kraham................(702) 374-9776 
2247 W. Danforth Rd.
Edmond, OK  73003
www.themeathouse.com

Metro Technology Centers - Metro Downtown 
at the Montgomery
SCHOOLS - TECHNOLOGY
James Branscum, EdD................... 424-8324 
500 W. Main St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105-8801
www.metrotech.edu

National Corporate Housing
CORPORATE HOUSING
Ms. Cheryl Roberts...............(918) 742-3500 
6216 S. Lewis Ave., Suite 101
Tulsa, OK  74136-1017
www.eqrworld.com

Lead Investor	 Bronze
Oklahoma Insurance Department
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES & SERVICES
Mr. Paul Wilkening..................................521-2828 
3625 N.W. 56th St., Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK  73112-4511
www.oid.ok.gov

Oklahoma Press
ASSOCIATIONS / MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS
Mr. Keith Burgin............................. 499-0020 
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105-5411
www.okpress.com

Online Video Solutions
INTERNET - MARKETING & ADVERTISING
Mr. William Boren.................(972) 467-1759 
7109-G W. Hefner Rd., Suite 105
Oklahoma City, OK  73162
www.onlinevideosolutions.net

Precision Design, LLC
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
Mr. Joshua Majid............................ 205-8624 
3200 W. Britton Rd., Suite 250
Oklahoma City, OK  73120-2051
www.precisiondesignok.com

PreHire Screening Services, LLC
EMPLOYMENT SCREENING / TESTING
Mr. David Blanton.......................... 945-0440 
1201 Sovereign Row
Oklahoma City, OK  73108-1824
www.prehirescreening.com

Philip N. Ring, DDS, PC
DENTISTS
Ms. Carla Ring............................... 621-1555 
5500 N.W. Expressway, Suite B
Oklahoma City, OK  73132-5218

Stacey Witter & Associates, Inc.
CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES
Mr. Stacey Witter........................... 702-6952 
1600 Linwood Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73106-5026

Board of Advisor	 Bronze
Story Engineering
ENGINEERS - CIVIL
Ms. Laura Story.......................................642-9996 
11113 Fairway Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73170

Tomkat Trucking, LLC
TRUCKING
Ms. Kathleen Hand........................ 216-3455 
6601 Whispering Oak Dr.
Edmond, OK  73034

Lead Investor	 Bronze
Triple Diamond Construction, LLC
CONTRACTORS - GENERAL
CONTRACTORS - SIDING
HOME IMPROVEMENT / REMODELING / REPAIRS
ROOFING CONTRACTORS
Mr. Mike Milligan....................................639-7691 
10013 S. Ross Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73159
www.triplediamondok.com

Union Pacific Railroad
RAILROADS
Mr. Clint Schelbitzki..............(817) 353-7256 
5701 W. Vickery Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX  76107-7635
www.up.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Altus
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Dustin Burrow, PT...........(580) 477-3305 
301 E. Broadway St.
Altus, OK  73521-5507
www.valir.com
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Valir Physical Therapy - Duncan
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Doug Soell, MPT...... (580) 252-9159 
1509 Brookwood Ave., Suite A
Duncan, OK  73533
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Edmond
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Clint Lawrence, PT................... 285-8845 
1425 S. Santa Fe Ave., Suite E
Edmond, OK  73003
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Guthrie
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Jay Wheat, MPT....................... 293-6138 
1726 S. Division St., Suite A
Guthrie, OK  73044
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - 
Midwest City
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Eric Browning, MPT.................. 610-2488 
6904 E. Reno Ave.
Midwest City, OK  73110-2152
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Mustang
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Ryan Flanary, PT...................... 376-3535 
549 N. Mustang Rd.
Mustang, OK  73064
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Norman
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Ms. Kathryn Castellow, PT, CHT.... ..321-5969 
708 24th Ave. NW, Suite 100
Norman, OK  73069-6232
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - OKC Hefner Pointe
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. David Huslig, PT....................... 749-6720 
10914 Hefner Pointe Dr., Suite 204
Oklahoma City, OK  73120-5071
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - OKC Rehab Hosp. 
Outpatient
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. David Miller, PT........................ 553-1501 
721 N.W. 6th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-1205
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - OKC South
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Jason Keltner, PT, ATC.............. 616-0113 
8409 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73139-9211
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Purcell
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Samer Zantout, MPT, FAAOMPT.... ..527-3524 
1907 S. Green Ave.
Purcell, OK  73080
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Shawnee
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Scott Howard, PT..................... 214-9808 
3306 N. Kickapoo Ave., Suite 200
Shawnee, OK  74804-1717
www.valir.com

Valir Physical Therapy - Yukon
PHYSICAL THERAPY
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Mr. Mark Palmer, PT....................... 354-6698 
1091 S. Cornwell Dr.
Yukon, OK  73099-4554
www.valir.com

Watco Companies
RAILROADS
Mr. Allan Roach....................(620) 231-2230 
315 W. 3rd St.
Pittsburg, KS  66762-4706
www.watcocompanies.com

Weer, Inc.
CONSULTANTS
Mr. Ernest E. Parker....................... 640-2592 
3121 Goshen Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

Wordizm
MARKETING CONSULTANTS
Ms. Lori Zwermann........................ 459-0209 
1112 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 209
Oklahoma City, OK  73106
www.wordizm.com

Wright Legal Nurse Consulting, LLC
CONSULTANTS
Ms. Leola Wright, RN, BSN, 	
CLNC............................................. 204-6528 
1148 Bradford Place
Edmond, OK  73012
www.wrightlnc.com

Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

Each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUE BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Feeling a little uncomfortable with your current

CPA firm? Then they must not be a good fit.

Maybe they’re too small and can’t provide the

expertise you need. Or maybe they’re too big and

don’t care about your business at all. With

HoganTaylor, however, you can get all the

experience of the big guys, with all the care and

personal attention you’d expect from a smaller

firm. Don’t let your CPA relationship flounder.

Get a firm that fits.

HoganTaylor. Big enough to know.

Small enough to care.®

The Right Fit Is Everything.

HoganTaylor.com

®

7.5 x 5 Journal Record ad:Layout 3  12/8/10  9:29 AM  Page 2
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StampsCo, Inc.    
208 N.W. 142nd St. 
Edmond, OK 73013 

grand openings

Nowsoft, LLC        
723 N. Hudson Ave., 

Oklahoma City, OK 73102     

Congratulations to the following Chamber members on their recent Grand 
Openings & Groundbreakings!  

All Chamber members are welcome to attend Grand Openings.
To view more photos, see the schedule of upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to 

the Grand Openings calendar, visit www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

Holiday Inn North - Quail Springs   
13800 Quail Springs Parkway       
Oklahoma City, OK 73134 

Chappell Supply 
6509 W. Reno Ave.      

Oklahoma City, OK 73127 

Ideal Homes-Springs at Settlers 
Ridge Community 
421 Christian Lane 
Yukon, OK 73099 

HELPING YOU
LIVE BETTER

YMCA OF GREATER OKLAHOMA CITY
www.ymcaokc.org

Because we know that healthy lifestyles are achieved 
through nurturing mind, body and spirit, well-being and 
fitness at the Y is so much more than just working out. 
Beyond fitness facilities, we provide educational programs 
to promote healthier decisions, and offer a variety of 
programs that support physical, intellectual and  
spiritual strength.

The UPS Store 
2410 W. Memorial Rd., Suite C        

Oklahoma City, OK 73134 
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economic indicators
Oklahoma City  #1 in Gross Domestic Product

Large Metro Percentage Growth

•OKC ranked #3 overall and #1 among large metro 
markets in percentage change in real GDP, 
registering a 14.5% increase in metro output during 
2008-2009 study period (most recent data 
available).

•80 of the top 100 U.S. markets suffered a decline 
over same time period.

•If Oklahoma City were a country, it would be the 
118th largest economy in the world.

Sources: Bureau of Economic Analysis; U.S. Conference of Mayors

Economic Indicators

For comprehensive Economic Indicator and Regional Data, please visit your Greater Oklahoma City Chamber Economic Development Division 
www.greateroklahomacity.com/economicindicators or contact Eric Long, Research Economist– (405)297-8976; elong@okcchamber.com

Metro Percent Change in Real GDP 2008-09

What is GDP?  It measures the total market value of all goods & services produced by a metro.
Oklahoma City Albuquerque Kansas City Omaha San Antonio

Measure Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Percent Change (2008-09) 14.5% 3 -1.3% 120 -2.3% 161 -1.4% 121 -0.9% 99

GDP Current Dollars (millions of dollars) $61,099 $35,498 $103,137 $45,733 $77,712

OKC in Top 20 for Economic Performance

• 	OKC continues to be in the top 20 performing metro 
economies since the recession began based upon 
unemployment, job creation, GMP growth and housing prices.

• 	OKC is one of only six metros having manufacturing job 
growth of 5 percent or more over the past four quarters.

• 	OKC is one of only 15 metros with job gains in each of the  
last four quarters. 
Source: MetroMonitor, Brookings Institution, 2nd Qtr 2011

OKC IN TOP 20  
FOR ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE 

• OKC continues to be in the top 20 performing metro 
economies since the recession began based upon 
unemployment, job creation, GMP growth, and housing 
prices. 

• OKC is one of only 6 metros having manufacturing job 
growth of 5 percent or more over the past 4 quarters. 

•OKC is one of only 15 metros with job gains in each of the 
last four quarters. 
Source: MetroMonitor, Brookings Institution, 2nd Qtr 2011 
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Select City Comparison – Top 100 Metro Ranking 
Oklahoma City Austin Kansas City Omaha San Antonio 

 
Measure Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank 

One quarter change in employment  (Q1 2011 to Q2 2011) 0.9% 8 0.7% 19 -0.3% 86 1.2% 4 0.9% 10 

Three year percentage change in unemployment rate 1.7 points 4 3.1 points 36 2.6 points 19 1.3 points 2 3.2 
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One quarter change in Gross Metropolitan Product (GMP) 0.3% 30 1.2% 2 -0.2% 95 0.4% 23 0.6% 10 

One quarter change in housing prices -2.2% 5 -2.4% 9 -3.9% 42 -3.4% 29 -3.0% 21 

OKC IN TOP 20  
FOR ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE 

• OKC continues to be in the top 20 performing metro 
economies since the recession began based upon 
unemployment, job creation, GMP growth, and housing 
prices. 

• OKC is one of only 6 metros having manufacturing job 
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www.greateroklahomacity.com/economicindicators or contact Eric Long, Research Economist – (405)297-8976; elong@okcchamber.com  

 

Metro Overall Performance & Strength 
 

Select City Comparison – Top 100 Metro Ranking 
Oklahoma City Austin Kansas City Omaha San Antonio 

 
Measure Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank Change Rank 

One quarter change in employment  (Q1 2011 to Q2 2011) 0.9% 8 0.7% 19 -0.3% 86 1.2% 4 0.9% 10 

Three year percentage change in unemployment rate 1.7 points 4 3.1 points 36 2.6 points 19 1.3 points 2 3.2 
points 

44 

One quarter change in Gross Metropolitan Product (GMP) 0.3% 30 1.2% 2 -0.2% 95 0.4% 23 0.6% 10 

One quarter change in housing prices -2.2% 5 -2.4% 9 -3.9% 42 -3.4% 29 -3.0% 21 
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