
The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber has been one of 
Tinker Air Force Base’s greatest advocates – spending 
millions of dollars and investing countless hours to 
ensure the base’s success over the past 60 years. 

It all began in 1941 when the Chamber and the 
Oklahoma Industries Authority acquired the land for 
the original base and gifted it to the War Department. 
And with the help of partners such as Oklahoma County 
and the City of Oklahoma City, Tinker has been able 
to grow and thrive – becoming a key part of the region’s 
economy. Today, with nearly 27,000 employees, Tinker 
is the largest single site employer in Oklahoma.

The Chamber garners support for Tinker through a 
variety of activities, including the annual Navy Birthday 
Ball, Tinker Leadership Council, Tinker Dining Out and 
others. The Chamber’s annual DC visit gives business 
and community leaders the opportunity to speak directly 
with Oklahoma’s congressional delegation and Pentagon 
officials to ensure that they understand the importance 
of Tinker to our region. 

“The Chamber dedicates a great deal of resources to 
advocating on behalf of Tinker,” said Carl Edwards, 
Price Edwards & Company. “With partners such as 
Oklahoma County, as well as the support of the business 
community, we are able to support the base in a number 
of ways and ensure its successes continue.”

The Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber is pleased to announce 
officers and members of the 
Board of Directors for 2012. 

Carl Edwards, Price Edwards 
& Company, will serve his 
second year as chair. Peter B. 
Delaney, OGE Energy Corp., 
has been chosen as chair-elect 
and will serve as treasurer. Other 
officers for 2012 include David 

Thompson, immediate past chair; Bruce Lawrence, 
INTEGRIS Health, corporate secretary; Roy H. 
Williams, Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, president 
and CEO.

Edwards appointed the following individuals to serve 
as vice chairs in 2012: Community Redevelopment 
– Mark Funke, Bank of Oklahoma; Convention & 
Visitors Bureau – Rhonda Hooper, Jordan Advertising; 
Economic Development – David Rainbolt, BancFirst; 
Education & Workforce Development – Martha Burger, 
Chesapeake Energy Corporation; Forward Oklahoma 

Carl Edwards
Price Edwards & Company
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Tinker Has an Advocate in the Chamber

Chamber Board Announced for 2012
Continued on page 5
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No matter the list ranking America’s cities, you are likely 
to find Oklahoma City at the top. Our presence on these 
lists didn’t happen by accident – it is only due to the 
work of the business community, hand-in-hand with the 
public sector pushing our city forward. Each and every 
Chamber member is a critical part of our success. 

We have accomplished great things but there is still 
work to be done. We must continue investing to fully 
realize our vision and need your support to make it 
happen. Our priorities for 2012 include:

•	 Continued support for our existing companies –
 	 addressing common issues as well as one-on-one 	  
	 assistance for growth companies. 

• Looking out for members’ interests at every level of government and advocating 	
	 strongly on your behalf.

•	 Spreading the word about Oklahoma City’s growth and success, attracting new 
	 talent and employers.

•	 Making the most of every opportunity to grow our visitor industry, with 
	 expanded marketing efforts to attract more visitors, conventions, meetings, and  
	 events.

•	 Supporting the growth of future business in our joint entrepreneurship initiative 
	 with i2E.

• 	Maximizing the opportunities for members to promote their businesses through 
	 Chamber events, educational programs and activities.

With 2012 will come new opportunities and challenges as we work to ensure that 
We cannot be a success without you. We know our city succeeds when the business 
community succeeds. Thank you for your continued support.

co
nt

en
ts 5	 	 Tinker Advocacy & Support	 6	 Upcoming Chamber Events

10	Centek Chooses OKC 	 13	76th All College Classic	
14	Chamber Choice Insurance 	 19 	Economic Indicators

Sincerely,

Roy H. Williams 
Chamber CEO & President
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1938: 
Oklahoma City leaders begin 
working to attract a major military 
installation to Oklahoma City.

1940: 
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
forms the Industries Foundation and 
raised $204,500 to advance aviation 
in the metropolitan area.

1941: 
Greater Oklahoma City submits 
a bid to the War Department 
providing a 960-acre site with 
completed infrastructure at no cost. 
They then announce that an air 
depot will be located in Oklahoma 
City. The city voters approve a bond 
issue of $982,000 to provide funds 
for the depot.

Timeline of Advocacy & Support for Tinker Air Force Base

1956-1959: 
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
purchases an additional 12,058 acres 
of land around the east, south and 
west perimeters of Tinker to protect 
base flight operations. Stanley 
Draper Lake (immediately south of 
Tinker’s border) is built to protect 
flight operations on Tinker’s main 
operating runway. 

1970: 
Oklahoma County approves a bond 
issue of more than $10 million to 
acquire residential property that is in 
the clear zone on the main runway. 
(The clear zone is an area around 
the base that serves as a security 
buffer zone and also a safety zone for 
aircraft during landing and takeoff.)

1982: 
The community assists with base 
protection efforts by encouraging a 
local church with 6,000 people to 
not build in the clear zone off the 
auxiliary runway. A different location 
away from the clear zone is offered 
to the church by the Oklahoma 
Industries Authority.

1993 & 1995: 
Tinker Air Force Base is added to 
the base closure list (BRAC). The 
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
assists in getting the base removed 
from the list both times.

1999: 
The Oklahoma City Air Logistics 
Center joins in a partnership with 
Lockheed Martin to manage and 
repair all of the aircraft engines in 
the U.S. Air Force. It is the first 
of its kind for the Air Force and is 
successful in reducing costs while 
adapting modernized commercial 
repair techniques. The partnership 
contract is valued at $10.3 billion 
over a 15-year period.

2002: 
Oklahoma County passes a bond 
issue valued at up to $50 million to 
clear houses from encroachment to 
the base and to provide increased 
security to Tinker AFB. All 108 
houses are removed, along with a 
portion of an automobile dealership, 
to allow safe flight operations on 
Tinker’s main operating runway.

2008: 
The citizens of Oklahoma County 
pass a $55 million bond issue to 
purchase the former General Motors 
Assembly Plant and lease it to the 
Air Force. The state of Oklahoma 
assists with $10 million toward the 
project.

2011:
The Department of Defense 
announces a restructuring of the Air 
Force Maintenance Command and 
Tinker Air Force Base is named the 
Air Force Sustainment Center.

Tinker Has an Advocate in the Chamber
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Upcoming Events

:

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Register securely online for 
Chamber events at 

www.okcchamber.com/events or 
e-mail register@okcchamber.com 

with questions.

December 13
Sunset Reception
Time: 4 - 6 p.m.
Location: Gold’s Gym, 3625 NW Expressway
Cost: Admission is free. RSVP not required

December 14
Breaking Through
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: The Sheraton Oklahoma City 
Hotel, 1 N Broadway Ave.
Cost: $35 for members; $40 for non-
members

January 19
State of the City
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Cox Convention Center, 1 
Myriad Gardens
Cost: $50 for members, $75 for non-
members; Corporate tables seating 10 
available for $1,000

January 26
Legislative Breakfast
Time: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
Location: Oklahoma City Marriott Hotel, 
3233 NW Expressway
Cost: $40 for members; $45 for non-
members

Sunset Reception: Dec. 13

Networking is a key aspect of the success of today’s businesses. Join 
Chamber members and the public for a Sunset Reception, Tuesday, 
Dec. 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. at Gold’s Gym, 3625 NW Expressway. 

Breaking Through: Dec. 14

Make plans to attend the Breaking Through luncheon, Wednesday, 
Dec. 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Sheraton Oklahoma 
City, and hear from Maj. Gen. Bruce Litchfield, who recently 
became the Commander of the Oklahoma City Air Logistics 
Center. Litchfield’s comments, “Leading Tinker into the Future,” 
will discuss the future missions of the Air Logistics Center and the 
focus on energy, education and training, and community support.

Cost is $35 for Chamber members and $40 for non-members. 
Register securely online at www.okcchamber.com/events. Special 
thanks to Series Signature Sponsor, Cox Business and Host Sponsor, 
The Sheraton Oklahoma City.

twitter.com/okcchamber

facebook.com/GreaterOKCChamber
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State of the City: Jan. 19
Find out what’s in store for the metro this year. Keynote speaker, 
Mayor Mick Cornett, will give his “State of the City” address 
during a luncheon on Thursday, Jan. 19, at the Cox Convention 
Center, 1 Myriad Gardens. Chamber chair Carl Edwards, Price 
Edwards & Company, will also share highlights of the Chamber’s 
major strategic objectives for 2012. 

Registration begins at 11 a.m. and the program runs from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Admission is $50 for Chamber members 
and $75 for non-members. Corporate tables seating 10 are also 
available for $1,000 each. Special thanks to Signature Sponsor, 
Oklahoma City Thunder.

Legislative Breakfast: Jan. 26
Hear from state legislative leadership during a panel discussion on Thursday, Jan. 26, from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the 
Oklahoma City Marriott Hotel, 3222 NW Expressway. This breakfast is the perfect opportunity for Chamber 
members to become engaged in the legislative process and learn about the issues impacting the business community. 

Tickets for the event are $40 for Chamber members and $45 for non-members. Each ticket sold sponsors 
the attendance of an elected official. Special thanks to Government Relations Benefactors AT&T Oklahoma, 
Chesapeake Energy Corporation and Devon Energy Corporation and Government Relations Sponsors: Cox 
Communications and OGE Energy Corp., as well as Host Sponsor Oklahoma City Marriott Hotel.

Online Event Registration: A New 
OKCChamber.com Feature
One of the key features on the new and improved 
OKCChamber.com is the ability to register online for 
Chamber events. It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

1. Go to www.okcchamber.com and log in using your 	
member log-in.

2. Click on Chamber Calendar and Event 
Registration under the Events tab.

3. Choose the upcoming event you wish to register for 
and click “click here to register for this event”.

4. Choose the number of tickets you wish to purchase.

5. Then simply check out.

You can add multiple events to your cart before 
checking out, making planning ahead exceedingly 
simple. 

If you have questions or problems trying to use this 
new feature, contact Jenefar deLeon at 297-8921.

Register for events online at 
www.okcchamber.com.
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Feeling a little uncomfortable with your current

CPA firm? Then they must not be a good fit.

Maybe they’re too small and can’t provide the

expertise you need. Or maybe they’re too big and

don’t care about your business at all. With

HoganTaylor, however, you can get all the

experience of the big guys, with all the care and

personal attention you’d expect from a smaller

firm. Don’t let your CPA relationship flounder.

Get a firm that fits.

HoganTaylor. Big enough to know.

Small enough to care.®

The Right Fit Is Everything.

HoganTaylor.com

®

7.5 x 5 Journal Record ad:Layout 3  12/8/10  9:29 AM  Page 2

Women in Communication Honor 
Chamber’s Marketing Efforts
The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber came home with 
three international Clarion Awards from Women in 
Communications’ National Conference. The 
Chamber was recognized alongside such 
notable communication entities as The 
Wall Street Journal, NPR and Sports 
Illustrated, and was one of only a 
handful of companies to come 
home with multiple awards. 

Entries for this year’s Clarion 
Awards competition came from 
30 states and three countries. The 
Chamber’s winning entries were:  

Wildcatters Direct Mail Program, 
Direct Mail Campaign category:
A direct mail program meant to improve 
awareness of OKC’s location advantages among 
site selection professionals through a series of direct mail 
pieces, electronic media and/or gifts, which cleverly 

demonstrated the advantages of locating business 
operations in Oklahoma City.

A Better Life OKC Website, New Website 
category:

Launched in response to Boeing’s 
move of 550 employees from Long 
Beach, Calif. to Oklahoma City 
as a way to familiarize them with 
what OKC has to offer, the site 
now serves as an overall relocation 
website. 

2010 Annual Meeting for the US 
Conference of Mayors, Conference or 

Seminar category:
Oklahoma City’s host program for 

the 2010 Annual Meeting of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors was attended by more 

than 1,000 people and included a variety of events, 
activities and materials. 
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Economic Efforts Benefit Greater OKC
Numerous national and international ‘Top 10’ rankings 
list Oklahoma City as a vibrant place to start and grow 
a business because of its active entrepreneurs, strong 
collaborations and good quality of life — all factors that 
encourage robust economic development. 

In 2011, the Chamber’s economic development 
efforts led to the creation of nearly 4,500 new jobs. 
These jobs were created through five new-to-market 
projects, one inner-regional retention and more than 
100 local business expansions. The Chamber also assisted 
nearly 10 companies looking to benefit from the City of 
Oklahoma City’s Strategic Investment Program. 

As the main economic development organization 
in the region, the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber’s 
economic development work revolves around the best 
ways to grow and attract jobs, investment, quality-of-life 
amenities and wealth to the region through four primary 
functions: business retention and expansion (BRE) 
activities; recruitment of new companies and investment; 
research, demographic and economic modeling; and 
entrepreneurial development. The Chamber also 
contracts with the City to manage the application 
process for Oklahoma City’s Strategic Investment 
Program for the OKC Economic Development Trust.

Business Retention and Expansion
Through training and workforce development 

assistance, location and site selection assistance, 
financing resource referral, help with infrastructure 
needs, information on incentives, and entrepreneurship 
and small business assistance, the Chamber works with 
more than 300 companies annually to help them grow 
more profitable.

New Company Recruitment
The economic development staff works with 

Oklahoma City, regional partners, the Oklahoma 
Department of Commerce and other stakeholders to 
attract and recruit companies searching for a place to 
expand, with the goal of further diversifying Oklahoma 
City’s economy and increasing income levels.

Research, Demographic and Economic Modeling
As the primary source for business and economic 

intelligence in the region, the Chamber’s research 
department compiles several publications detailing 

demographic analyses, market and employer profiles, 
and economic impact data important to local businesses.

Strategic Investment Program / Emerging Technology 
Fund Application Management

The team manages the application process for two of 
the City of Oklahoma City’s incentive programs. This 
includes working with companies on qualifications and 
assisting with the draft and final applications.

Entrepreneurship Development
A joint partnership between the Chamber and i2E, 

a not-for-profit corporation focusing on nurturing 
entrepreneurship, works to foster a business climate 
conducive to innovation and high growth companies.

Economic Development efforts are primarily funded 
by a variety of sources: 

•	 Forward Oklahoma City investors, our private 
economic development funding source currently in its 
16th year

• Private economic development funding

• Contracts with the City of Oklahoma City and 
Oklahoma County 

• Regional partners 

• Chamber general revenue 



10

De
ce

mb
er

 20
11 

- G
re

at
er

 O
kla

ho
ma

 C
ity

 C
ha

mb
er

 Th
e P

oin
t! 

Centek Chooses OKC for New Facility

Last month, Centek Industries announced its plans to 
locate a new manufacturing facility in Oklahoma City. 
The new facility, near the Will Rogers World Airport, 
will be fully operational next summer.

Founded in 2001, Centek is the United Kingdom’s 
leading innovator in centralizer design and manufacture 
for the oil and gas industry. As the industry grows 
in North America, and the rest of the world, Centek 
decided to extend its operation beyond its current 
facility in England.  When choosing a site for its new 
facility, Centek was looking to enter the U.S. market, 
increase its manufacturing capacity and support the 
growth of its business.

“[Oklahoma City] certainly is a central location. 
There’s a low comparable cost of living and doing 
business – that’s what we were reading in the magazines,” 
said Tony Cutmore, managing director, Centek 
Industries. “You’ve got a very proactive approach to 
attracting and supporting new business. When we met 
with the Chamber, we were very impressed. It makes a 
lot of sense for us to work together as a team to build 
this company up in the U.S.”

 Oklahoma City was chosen based on the region’s 
efficiencies and infrastructure of the location, along with 
the quality of the local area workforce and the availability 
of state and local business incentives. The Chamber, the 
City of Oklahoma City and the Oklahoma Department 
of Commerce have worked with the company since 
March of this year to evaluate location options for their 
manufacturing facility. The new Oklahoma City facility 
will be the company’s only U.S. manufacturing facility, 
serving all of the U.S. and Mexico. 

Chamber Board Continued from Page 1
City – J. Larry Nichols, Devon Energy Corporation; 
Government Relations – Brad Krieger, Arvest Bank; 
MAPS Development – Tom J. McDaniel, American 
Fidelity Foundation; Marketing & Communications 
– Percy Kirk, Cox Communications; Membership 
– Bryan Gonterman, AT&T Oklahoma; Strategic 
Planning – Clayton I. Bennett, Dorchester Capital. 

The Chamber’s Board of Directors is made up of the 
individuals elected by the Chamber membership, those 
appointed by the chairman, the officers and all past 
chairmen and life members.

The Chamber membership elected the following 
individuals to serve three consecutive one-year 
terms beginning Jan. 1, 2012 and expiring Dec. 31, 
2014: Beverly Binkowski, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Oklahoma; Robert Browne, Great Plains Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co.; James C. Clark, B.C. Clark Jewelers; 
David Harlow, BancFirst; E. Carey Joullian, IV, 
Mustang Fuel Corporation; Greg Love, Love’s Travel 
Stops & Country Stores, Inc.; Mary Mélon, The 
Journal Record Publishing Company; Xavier Neira, 
Manhattan Construction Company; Ford C. Price, 
Jr., Price Edwards & Company; Eduardo Sanchez, 

Lopez Foods, Inc.; Natalie Shirley, Oklahoma State 
University - Oklahoma City; Kari Watkins, Oklahoma 
City National Memorial & Museum.

In addition to the previously mentioned elected 
members, Edwards has named the following 
individuals for one-year appointments to the 2012 
Board of Directors: James M. Brown, 7-Eleven Stores; 
Mike Emmelhainz, The Boeing Company; Clay 
T. Farha, B.D. Eddie Enterprises; Jalal Farzaneh, 
Home Creations; J. Leland Gourley, OKC Friday 
Newspaper - Nichols Hills Publishing Co.; Ronnie 
Irani, RKI Exploration & Production; David Jackson, 
JPMorganChase Bank, N.A.; Jesse Mashburn, J.W. 
Mashburn Development, Inc.; Bradley Naifeh, Central 
Liquor Company; Tim O’Toole, Oklahoma State 
Fair, Inc.; Gary Pierson, The Oklahoma Publishing 
Company; Meg Salyer, Accel Financial Staffing.

The Past Chairmen and Life Members of the 
Chamber include: Ray Ackerman, Ackerman 
McQueen, Inc.; Clayton I. Bennett, Dorchester 
Capital; Richard H. Clements, Clements Food 
Company - Garden Club; Edward H. Cook; Luke 
R. Corbett; William E. Durrett, American Fidelity 
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Through this facility, Centek plans to add 60 to 100 
new jobs in Oklahoma City over the next three to five 
years, nearly doubling its manufacturing employees. The 
average first year wage for these new jobs is estimated 
to be $41,850. The total estimated economic impact of 
the project over the first four years (including capital 
investments, wages, and state and local taxes) is nearly 

$54 million. The estimated local sales tax and property 
tax revenue is expected to be $149,217 over the first four 
years and more than $43,000 annually from the fourth 
year forward.

Assurance Company; Robert A. Funk, Express 
Employment Professionals; Gerald L. Gamble; Gerald 
L. Gamble Co., Inc.; Fred J. Hall, Hall Capital, 
LLC; V. Burns Hargis, Oklahoma State University; 
Dan Hogan, Dan Hogan Properties; Stanley F. 
Hupfeld, INTEGRIS Family of Foundations; The 
Honorable David R. Lopez, Oklahoma Department 
of Commerce; Gerald R. Marshall, MidFirst Bank; 
Edmund O. Martin, Ackerman McQueen, Inc.; J.W. 
McLean (life member); Frank A. McPherson; J. Larry 
Nichols, Devon Energy Corporation; George Nigh 
(life member), IBC Bank; Lee Allan Smith, Oklahoma 
Events, LLC; Bill Swisher, Industrial Investments, 
LLC.; David Thompson; William G. Thurman, M.D.; 
and Stanton L. Young, Stanton L. Young Companies.

The following members will also serve on the Board 
of Directorsduring 2012. They include: Governor Bill 
Anoatubby, The Chickasaw Nation; Mark Beffort, 
Grubb & Ellis | Levy Beffort; William M. Cameron, 
American Fidelity Assurance Company; Greg 
Dewey, SandRidge Energy, Inc.; Christy Everest, The 
Oklahoma Publishing Company; Joseph J. Ferretti, 
Ph.D., University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center; Judy J. Hatfield, Equity Commercial Realty, 
LLC.; Robert Henry, Oklahoma City University; Bob 

E. Howard II, Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City; Steve 
Mason, Cardinal Engineering, Inc.; Ronald J. Norick, 
Norick Investment Company, LLC; Josh Parsons, 
Redbud Financial Group, LLC – The Guardian; Greg 
Phillips, Oklahoma Natural Gas Company; Stephen 
M. Prescott, M.D., Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation; John Richels, Devon Energy Corporation; 
Robert J. Ross, Inasmuch Foundation / Ethics and 
Excellence in Journalism Foundation; Avis Scaramucci, 
Nonna’s Euro-American Ristorante and Bar; Charles 
P. Schroeder, National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum; Renzi Stone, Saxum; Richard Tanenbaum, 
Gardner Tanenbaum Holdings; W. Roger Webb, The 
University of Central Oklahoma; John Williams, CHA, 
Williams & Associates Hospitality LLC.

Serving as ex-officio members to the Chamber Board 
of Directors are: The Honorable Mick Cornett, City of 
Oklahoma City; Jim Couch, City of Oklahoma City; 
The Honorable Willa Johnson, Oklahoma County; 
Lindy Ritz, Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center 
- FAA; and Karl Springer, Oklahoma City Public 
Schools. Maj. Gen. Bruce Litchfield, Tinker Air Force 
Base, will serve as liaison to the board. 
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Learn more about the CVB and upcoming events in Oklahoma City at www.visitokc.com.
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OKC Hosts Longest-Running Basketball 
Tournament for 76th Anniversary

College basketball returns to downtown Oklahoma City 
and the Chesapeake Energy Arena December 17 for the 
76th Annual All-College Basketball Classic featuring The 
University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University. 
The Sooners will take on the University of Houston at 
7:00 p.m. on ESPNU, while the Cowboys will square 
off with the University of New Mexico at 9:30 p.m. on 
ESPN2.

“The All-College Classic will once again feature a 
field that is worthy of the nation’s oldest basketball 
tournament,” said Tim Brassfield, executive director, 
Oklahoma City All Sports Association. “With Oklahoma 
and Oklahoma State bringing in programs that are 
definitely moving upward, to compete against two teams 
with tremendous basketball heritage, this year’s event 
should be really special.”

With both state universities competing, the All-
College Basketball Classic enjoys a substantial local 
following each year bringing in fans from across the 
state. Nearly 11,000 fans filled the arena in 2010, 
bringing in more than 950 room nights to Oklahoma 
City for the two-day event and an estimated economic 
impact of $1.5-1.75 million. This year’s tournament is 
expected to produce the same or increased results.

“This is a great event each year in downtown 
Oklahoma City and carries a history and prestige with 
it,” said Mike Carrier, president of the Oklahoma 
City Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Many fans who 
attended last year will see new improvements not only to 

the Chesapeake Energy Arena, but the entire downtown 
area. We encourage our in-town attendees to come 
early to eat in downtown or Bricktown and our out-of-
town guests to check out other destinations – such as 
the American Banjo Museum and the newly renovated 
Myriad Botanical Gardens – during their stay with us.”

The All-College Basketball Classic is the world’s oldest 
basketball tournament, predating the NCAA, NBA, 
NIT (National Invitation Tournament) and NAIA 
(National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics) events. 
The tournament has brought legendary players and 
coaches to Oklahoma City such as Pete Maravich, Bill 
Russell, Henry Iba and Wayman Tisdale.

For more information, go to www.okcallsports.org 
or call 405.236.5000. Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.ticketmaster.com or at the Chesapeake Energy 
Arena Box Office.

Highlights for 2011 All-College Basketball Classic

In his first year at the helm of the University of 
Oklahoma men’s basketball program, 2011 will mark the 
first All-College Basketball Classic for legendary coach 
Lon Kruger.

Travis Ford, head coach for the Oklahoma State 
University Cowboys, will try to remain perfect in his run 
at the All-College Basketball Classic. Ford has coached 
the Cowboys for the past three tournaments and has 
won all three.
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Chamber Choice Gives Small 
Businesses Options
Small businesses are the backbone of both the Greater 
Oklahoma City Chamber and our region’s economy. The 
expenses that come with running a small business can 
be difficult. For 10 years, the Chamber has partnered 
with BlueCross Blue Shield of Oklahoma to offer 
affordable group health insurance plans to its members. 
This program, Chamber Choice, is available to members 
with two to 50 employees headquartered in Oklahoma, 
Canadian, Cleveland, Logan, McClain or Pottawatomie 
county.

Since the program’s inception in 2001, the program 
has never seen an annual overall rate increase of more 
than 11 percent. Plus, most Chamber Choice health 
plans are approved for the Oklahoma Employer/
Employee Partnership for Insurance Coverage (O-EPIC) 
program. O-EPIC pays 60 percent of health plan 
premiums for eligible employees who work for qualified 

Oklahoma businesses with 50 employees or less. For 
2012, companies utilizing Chamber Choice will see an 
overall increase of 8.8 percent. 

“We are a small organization and Chamber Choice 
is a great option for a company of our size,” said Gwen 
Lang, business finance manager, Oklahoma City 
Boathouse Foundation. “We shopped around for a good 
program and found that Chamber Choice is easy for 
our employees to use – plus the pricing is good when 
compared to other policies.”

Rate information and a complete list of approved 
Chamber Choice producers are available online at 		
www.okcchamber.com/chamberchoice. Contact 
Christine Soileau at csoileau@okcchamber.com or 		
297-8961 with questions.
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Comtech offers a full range of direct mail solutions, focused 
on providing the highest quality, fastest turn times and superior 
customer service. Give us a call, we want to help deliver your 
message.

• Postal Processing  CASS, PAVE,  NCOA, IMB

• Mailing Lists  Home or Business Demographics

• Graphic Design  On Paper or Online

• Custom Printing  Offset, Digital, Variable Data, Envelope

• Inkjet Addressing  Aqueous, Coated/Uncoated, UV

• Marketing  Expert Advice

• Fulfillment  Any Volume design • print • mail

Chamber Choice features:
•	No medical underwriting: Coverage is 

guaranteed for Chamber members that 
meet contribution and participation 
requirements.

•	BlueOptions PPO: More in-network 
choices than any other Oklahoma PPO 
plan, with five deductible options.

•	BlueOptimize PPO: This set of flexible 
choices includes three deductible options

•	BlueLincs HMO: Coverage available with 
or without an annual deductible

•	Prescription drug coverage

•	Network availability in all 50 states

•	Office visit copayments
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
A to Z Factory Outlet
RETAIL
Mr. Danny Thomas..................752-2524 
2640 W. Britton Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120

Athlete’s First
SPORTS PROMOTORS & MANAGERS
Mr. Gary Vick..........................749-1515 
6300 N. Santa Fe Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118-7519 

The Beard Company
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION
Ms. Rebecca G. Voth...............842-2333 
301 N.W. 63rd St., Suite 400
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.beardco.com

Blakney Aviation
AVIATION SERVICES
Mr. Brandon Blakney...............495-4747 
Wiley Post Airport
5901 N. Rockwell Ave., Hangar 5-1
Bethany, OK  73008-1931

C & J Mechanical, Inc.
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 
EQUIPMENT & SYSTEMS
Mr. Joseph Fansler..................603-3362 
13104 Chadbrooke Place
Oklahoma City, OK  73142

Captain Norm’s Dockside Bar
BARS / TAVERNS
Mr. Norm Bekoff......................600-0062 
103 E. California Ave., Suite C
Oklahoma City, OK  73104-2403

CARCO NationaLease
TRUCK RENTING & LEASING
Mr. Steve Hill..........................239-2555 
415 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73109
www.carcotrans.com

CarSafe
AUTOMOTIVE WARRANTIES
Mr. Nils Flodberg.....................708-5202 
6300 N.W. Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK  73132
www.CarSafe.com

Catalog.com, Inc.
INTERNET - WEB HOSTING & WEB DESIGN
Mr. Robert Crull.......................753-5310 
14000 Quail Springs Parkway,  	
Suite 3600
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.catalog.com

Chris Finley Mobile Service, Inc.
TRUCK EQUIPMENT & PARTS
Mr. Chris Finley.......................606-9166 
1713 Rulane Dr.
Midwest City, OK  73110

Coffee Creek Golf Course
GOLF COURSES - PUBLIC
Mr. Scott Smelser...................340-4653 
4000 N. Kelly Ave.
Edmond, OK  73003
www.coffeecreekgolfclub.com

Board of Advisor	 Bronze
Concentra Urgent Care
MEDICAL CLINICS
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mr. PJ Gaske.............................. 942-8767 
200 S. Quadrum Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73108
www.concentra.com

Concentra Urgent Care
MEDICAL CLINICS
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mr. PJ Gaske...........................632-1002 
7100 S. I-35 Service Rd., Suite 7
Oklahoma City, OK  73149
www.concentra.com

Concentra Urgent Care
MEDICAL CLINICS
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mr. PJ Gaske...........................495-3085 
6101 W. Reno Ave., Suite 800
Oklahoma City, OK  73127
www.concentra.com

Concentra Urgent Care
MEDICAL CLINICS
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mr. PJ Gaske...........................755-3110 
36 W. Memorial Rd., Suite C-3
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.concentra.com

COOP Ale Works
BREWERIES
Mr. Daniel Mercer...................842-2667 
1124 N.W. 51st St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118
www.coopaleworks.com

Cox-Holsted
ACCOUNTANTS AND ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES
Mr. Douglas Holsted, CPA........516-8811 
923 N. Robinson Ave., Suite 400
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-5836
www.coxholstedcpa.com

Custom Dental
DENTISTS
Grant Pitt, DDS.......................509-2286 
17840 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73012
www.edmond-dentist.com

Delo Creative
VIDEO PRODUCTION
Ms. Alana Salisbury................850-4957 
2505 S.W. 124th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73170-4835
www.delocreative.com

Deloitte Consulting, LLP
CONSULTANTS
Mr. Sean P. Bruce, PMP.(240) 577-0997 
905 Eagle Cliff Dr.
Norman, OK  73072
www.deloitte.com

Elite Network Solutions
COMPUTER NETWORK SERVICES / 
EQUIPMENT
Mr. Monte Shawareb...............314-8039 
11908 Silver Sun Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73162-1011
www.ensokc.com

Eyetec, LLC
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - PRODUCTS & 
SUPPLIES
Mrs. Nancy Butler Cook, RN....627-2629 
1616 Ashling Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73118-1156

Farmers Insurance Group - Jerry 
Wright Agency
INSURANCE
Mr. Jerry Wright.......................928-5995 
1010 24th Ave. N.W., Suite 100
Norman, OK  73069
www.farmersagent.com/jwright

First Impressions Parking Lot 
Striping
PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE & MARKING
Mr. Patrick Beaver..................875-6145 
3700 St. Augustine St.
Mustang, OK  73064-9217
www.firstimpressionsokc.com

1st Quality Foundation Repair, Inc
CONTRACTORS - FOUNDATION
Mr. Tom Price..........................315-1433 
325 Woodcreek Rd.
Edmond, OK  73034

Flux Salon, Inc.
BEAUTY SALONS / BARBER SHOPS / SPAS
Ms. April McLaughlin..............600-7444 
1 N.E. 2nd St., Suite 208
Oklahoma City, OK  73104-2246
www.fluxsalonokc.com

Gulfeagle Supply
ROOFING MATERIAL, EQUIPMENT & 
SUPPLIES
Mr. Scott Campbell.................917-1667 
4265 Royal Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73108-2033
www.gulfeaglesupply.com

Hair Lounge by Miranda
BEAUTY SALONS / BARBER SHOPS / SPAS
Ms. Miranda Augusta..............936-0667 
9419 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.hairloungebymiranda.com

Hearing Solutions
HEARING AIDS
Ms. Lisa Irby...........................265-1133 
432 S. Mustang Rd., Suite B
Yukon, OK  73099
www.hearingsolutionsok.com

Heartland Payment Systems
CREDIT CARD PROCESSING
Ms. Sarah Bippus......... (918) 809-5471 
1241 E. 33rd St.
Edmond, OK  73013
www.heartlandpaymentsystems.com/
sarah bippus

Ryan Hukill - Show Me OKC Team - 
Paradigm AdvantEdge Realty
REAL ESTATE
Mr. Ryan Hukill.......................259-6565 
16301 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73013
www.showmeokc.com

Inventronics USA, Inc.
LIGHTING SYSTEMS & EQUIPMENT
Mr. Marshall Miles..................600-7480 
4701 S.W. 20th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73128
www.inventronics-co.com

J.R.D. Enterprises, LLC
REAL ESTATE
Mr. Robert L. Spears...............470-2152 
10721 N.W. 40th St.
8100 Bridgeport Lane
Bethany, OK  73008-3031

Johnson Family Chiropractic  
Clinic, PC
CHIROPRACTORS - DC
Jerry L. Johnson, DC................752-8819 
11914 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Suite B6
Oklahoma City, OK  73120-7831
www.johnsonfamilychiropractic.com

Magician: Jonathan Meyer
ENTERTAINERS / SPEAKERS / 
PROMOTERS
Mr. Jonathan M. Meyer............409-4651 
2277 County Road 1197
Tuttle, OK  73089-5615
www.jonathanmagic.com

K12, Inc.
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
Ms. Alissa Olden........... (918) 299-3210 
427 E. Illinois Ave.
504 E. Comanche St.
Jenks, OK  74037-4522
www.k12.com/ovca
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Logo Envy
ADVERTISING - SPECIALTIES
Ms. Sherry Corrente................241-7500 
2236 N.W. 10th St., Suite 122
Oklahoma City, OK  73107
www.logoenvy.co

Midwest Rentals
REAL ESTATE - RENTAL PROPERTIES
Mr. Travis Rockers...................922-1806 
700 S. Air Depot Blvd., Suite 375
Midwest City, OK  73110

Mobile Medical Services
MEDICAL - IMAGING SERVICES
Mr. John Murgai............ (877) 771-9729 
14540 Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 302
Oklahoma City, OK  73134

Mr. StopLeak Roofing
ROOFING CONTRACTORS
Mr. Douglas Scheiern..............787-3769 
3510 Alexander Lane
Bethany, OK  73008

Nichols Energy Services
OIL & GAS FIELD SERVICES
Mr. Lyman W. Nichols, Jr.........842-6417 
1025 N. Broadway Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73102-5811
www.nicholsenergyservices.com

Perfectly Posh
BEAUTY PRODUCTS
Ms. Barbara Newey................650-6500 
First National Center
120 N. Robinson Ave., Suite 128
Oklahoma City, OK  73102
www.perfectlyposh.us/Newey/

Perry Company
AIRCRAFT EQUIPMENT, PARTS & 
SUPPLIES
Mr. David Perry.......................204-7265 
8801 N.W. 74th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73132

ProActive Leadership & Consulting 
Firm
TRAINING PROGRAMS
Mr. Thomas Brewer.................593-8587 
2525 N.W. Expressway, Suite 424
P.O. Box 2394
Oklahoma City, OK  73101
www.proactivefirm.com

Lead Investor	 Bronze
Progressive Contractor Solutions
CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES
CONTRACTORS - GENERAL
Mr. Tony Corrente...................... 609-3949 
2236 N.W. 10th St., Suite 122
Oklahoma City, OK  73107

Quest Construction Products - 
Hydro Stop
ROOFING CONTRACTORS
Mr. Brent Chipley....................806-0026 
17428 Golden Hawk Ln.
Edmond, OK  73012-7053
www.hydro-stop.com

River Oaks Golf Club
GOLF COURSES - PRIVATE
MEETING / BANQUET FACILITIES
Mr. L. Andrew McCormick.......771-5800 
10909 Clubhouse Rd.
Edmond, OK  73013
www.riveroaksgolf.com

Rococo Restaurant & Fine Wine
RESTAURANTS
Mr. Bruce Rinehart..................212-4577 
12252 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73120
www.rococo-restaurant.com

Salon W
BEAUTY SALONS / BARBER SHOPS / SPAS
Ms. Melisha Merriman............608-0692 
7304 N. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK  73116
www.salonwokc.com

Lead Investor	 Bronze
Saratoga Roofing & Construction
ROOFING CONTRACTORS
Mrs. Chris Green........................ 692-6100 
208 N.W. 132nd St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73114
www.saratogaroofing.com

Board of Advisor	 Bronze
Sequel Data Systems Incorporated
COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT - SALES, SERVICE 
& CONTRACT MAINTENANCE
DATA SYSTEMS - CONSULTANTS & 
DESIGNERS
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - CONSULTING
Mr. Robert Raab................(512) 653-7147 
324 S. Husband St.
Stillwater, OK  74074-3536
www.sequeldata.com

Solar Battery Power Systems of 
Oklahoma
MOTORS & GENERATORS
SOLAR PRODUCTS - DEALERS & 
SERVICES
Mr. Damon J. Wooten..............316-8355 
8101 N.W. 10th St., Suite C-3
Oklahoma City, OK  73127-2953
www.sbsok.org

Space Walk Inflatables
PARTY SUPPLIES - RENTAL
Mr. Bryan Buxton....................494-6128 
12101 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 248
Oklahoma City, OK  73162
www.herecomesfun.com

Sunbelt Data Systems, Inc.
COMPUTERS - SOFTWARE & SERVICES
Mr. Rick Harris........................947-7617 
2629 W. I-44 Service Rd., Suite 200
P.O. Box  12972
Oklahoma City, OK  73157-2972
www.sunbeltdata.com

techJOYnT
NONPROFIT / SERVICE AGENCIES
Mr. Ramier (Ray) Shaik.(855) 260-4374 
2410 W. Memorial Rd., Suite C #532
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.techjoynt.org

VAM USA
OIL & GAS SERVICES
Mr. Eddie Hogland...................720-2200 
7424 84th St.
Oklahoma City, OK  73132
www.vam-usa.com

Vann & Associates Strategic 
Communications
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Mr. Tony Vann.........................509-9312 
5909 N.W. Expressway, Suite 213
Oklahoma City, OK  73132
www.vannpr.com

Velocity Dance Center
DANCE COMPANIES / INSTRUCTION
Ms. Meghan Dunn...................721-8807 
11122 N. Rockwell Ave., Suite A-11
Oklahoma City, OK  73162-2760
www.velocitydancecenterokc.com

WebHero
INTERNET - WEB HOSTING & WEB DESIGN
Mr. Matt McGee......................753-9300 
14000 Quail Springs Parkway, Suite 3600
Oklahoma City, OK  73134
www.webhero.com

YMCA - Rockwell Crossing Branch
CHILD CARE SERVICES
FITNESS CENTERS & TRAINING
SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS & CENTERS
Mr. Jefferson Killgore...............728-9622 
12100 N. Rockwell Ave., Suite 6
Oklahoma City, OK  73162
www.ymcaokc.org

Recognizing members who take a special leadership role 
in financing the Chamber’s operations at significantly higher levels.  

Each Lead Investor is highlighted with a BLUE BOX and identified as a 
Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze Lead Investor.  Board of Advisor members are identified as well.

Your one Gift 
is giving me 
the tools to be 
successful 
when i start school. 

unitedwayokc.org

learn more.
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Stinson Design Group 
315 N.W. 23rd. St. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73103    

grand openings

Special Care, Inc.    
12201 N. Western Ave.                        

Oklahoma City, OK 73114 

Congratulations to the following Chamber members on their recent Grand 
Openings & Groundbreakings!  

All Chamber members are welcome to attend Grand Openings.
To view more photos, see the schedule of upcoming Grand Openings or subscribe to 

the Grand Openings calendar, visit www.okcchamber.com/grandopenings.

Hideaway Pizza 
5950 W. Memorial Rd. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73134 

Gold’s Gym    
3625 N.W. Expressway    

Oklahoma City, OK 73122 

The Meat House 
2247 W. Danforth Rd.     
Edmond, OK 73003 

techJOYnT  
8328 Glade Ave., Oklahoma 

City, OK 73132
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economic indicators

www.DRTC.oRg

Give your 
customers & staff 

a unique gift set 
that provides work 

opportunities for 
people with 
disabilities!

DALE RogERS TRAININg CENTER

SPICE

www.DRTC.oRg

SPICE UP YoUR
HoLIDAYS!

Call 405-813-9998 or visit us online at

Same
Day 

Pickup!

If you move from Denver to OKC, you’ll spend less.

Groceries 
12% less

Housing 
24% less

Health Care 
6% less

Southern Nazarene University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color, national or ethnic origin, marital status, or disability in the recruitment, admission, and treatment 
of students or access to university programs or activities including the operation of all university programs, activities, services and employment. The following person has been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies including Title IX, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Age Discrimination: University Provost, Southern Nazarene 
University, Bresee Hall, 6729 NW 39th Expressway, OK 73008, 405-491-6300

Southern Nazarene University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color, national or ethnic origin, marital status, or disability in the recruitment, admission, and treatment 
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Call or click today. 717.6220 | snu.edu/mba-msm

OUR GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
HAVE SUPERIOR BENEFITS
• 100% online programs

• One-time enrollment

• Competitive Tuition rates

• A program that allows 

   you the convenience of 

   a flexible schedule.

ATTAIN 
YOUR MASTERS 
DEGREE TODAY.
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