
COMMON 
CORE 
MATTERS

The Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 

believes that the Common Core State 

Standards are essential tools for 

educating our children to be ready for 

life after graduation and to compete 

in a global economy. 

 

Too many Oklahoma and U.S. 

students are falling behind. Common 

Core’s academic standards come 

with high expectations to help ALL 

students succeed.

EDUCATION IS A 
GLOBAL ISSUE 

The Greater Oklahoma 
City Chamber and the 
business community 
supported Common 
Core State Standards in 
English language arts and 
math when Oklahoma’s 
State Board of Education 
adopted them in 2010.
This group continues 
its support of these 
academic standards today 
as a key part of education 

reform in Oklahoma. Now adopted by 45 states, Common Core 
sets clear expectations for the skills and knowledge students must 
master to be prepared for life after high-school graduation and to be 
competitive with students worldwide.  

As part of the Expect More OK! Coalition, the Chamber has joined 
a broad alliance of businesses, educators, parents and community 
leaders to ensure Oklahoma stays on track with Common Core.

Show your support online at www.expectmoreoklahoma.org.
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Here are some things that you should know about Common Core. 

It is NOT a curriculum. 
States and local school districts still have curriculum control. Teachers still decide what to teach and the best way 
their students should learn, including fiction and classical literature.
  
It is NOT testing.
Each state is responsible for coming up with its own way of monitoring how students are doing. While testing will 
help states measure whether students are on track with Common Core goals, assessment is not part of the Common 
Core standards themselves. In fact, Oklahoma is creating its own testing system, separate from that of other states. 
 
It is NOT a liberal or conservative issue, nor is it the federal government’s attempt to nationalize 
education. 
The Common Core academic standards were developed by a broad group of people on both sides of the political 
aisle, led by the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief of State School Officers. The bipartisan, 
state-led group also included input from teachers, parents, school administrators and other experts nationwide. 

Common Core IS a way to set high expectations for our nation’s students. 
These standards give school leaders and teachers across the country an understanding of what students should 
learn and by when. The standards focus on deep thinking and analysis. Students learn to master core skills and 
analyze and apply them instead of simply memorizing facts to be forgotten later.  

Studies have shown that Oklahoma students are falling behind the nation, and that U.S. students are falling behind 
globally. The Chamber believes that Common Core State Standards are designed to reverse that trend by setting 
clear, consistent goals for learning, no matter where the students live. 

WHAT COMMON CORE IS … AND ISN’T

Six in 10 students in Oklahoma entering college as freshmen need 
remedial work. 
Source: Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education

Eighty-nine percent of high-school teachers thought their students were 
ready for life after graduation, but only 26 percent of college professors 
and 16 percent of employers agreed, according to the ACT National 
Curriculum Survey in 2012. 
Source: Stand for Children at stand.org/Oklahoma

Only 23 percent of graduating high-school seniors who took the ACT 
college entrance exam in 2013 met all four benchmark scores that 
indicated they were ready for college. 
Source: ACT College Readiness StandardsFA
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READ WHAT OTHERS ARE 
SAYING ABOUT COMMON CORE

“If we aren’t as a state 
satisfied with the academic 
achievement of our kids — and 
no one in Oklahoma should 
be — the standards are a right 
area of focus. … Schools aren’t 
kicking and screaming to back 
off the standards; neither 
should the Legislature.”  
- The Oklahoman editorial, in 
January 2014

“Perhaps one of the most 
beneficial improvements the 
CCSS (Common Core State Standards) brings to teaching and learning 
is that shared standards mean all education professionals can be 
focused on creating the best materials and resources that can help 
move students to the next level.”   
- Heather Sparks, eighth-grade math teacher at Taft Middle School in Oklahoma City 
and the 2009 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year, writing in The Oklahoman’s opinion 
pages, in May 2013
 
“Oklahoma isn’t an island by itself — as citizens and as a state, 
we must compete with others if we are to provide resources and 
opportunities for the citizens. … To be successful, Oklahoma’s 
education system must be based on clarity about what the students 
should know and be able to do.” 
- Paul Risser, former chancellor of the state’s higher education system and chairman 
of the University Research Cabinet at the University of Oklahoma, writing in The 
Oklahoman’s opinion pages, in January 2014

“Common Core gives schools the tools to develop programs that 
teach what pupils need to know in a broad way that includes the 
humanities along with a foundation in science and math. … It also 
wisely gives teachers more latitude to craft lessons and units that 
serve their local communities and the needs of individual students.” 
- The Journal Record editorial, in January 2014

The words “Common Core” describe the academic standards in English language arts and math designed to prepare U.S. children in 
grades K-12 for life and work in the 21st century.

Find out more about Common Core online:
 
 • Greater Oklahoma City Chamber: 
  www.okcchamber.com/commoncore
 
 • Expect More OK! Coalition: 
  http://expectmoreoklahoma.org/
 
 • Stand for Children Oklahoma: 
  http://stand.org/oklahoma

 • Oklahoma PTA: 
  www.okpta.org/advocacy

SOURCES:
 • Oklahoma Academic Standards that  
  include Common Core: http://ok.gov/ 
  sde/oklahoma-academic-standards
 
 • Common Core State Standards Initiative:  
  http://www.corestandards.org


