
 
            Oklahoma City Council Candidate Survey Results 
 
 

 

Ward 1 candidates: 

• James Greiner (incumbent) * 
• Jonathan Clour * 
• Chris Gordon * 

 

Ward 3 candidates: 

• Larry McAtee (incumbent) * 
• Matthew Olsen * 
• Joe Sarge Nelson 

 

Ward 4 candidates (Pete White’s seat): 

• Walter Kula * 
• Doris Mangiaracina Benbrook * 
• Richard Morrissette * 
• Todd Stone * 

 

Ward 7 candidates: 

• John Pettis (incumbent) * 
• T. Sheri Dickerson 
• Marina Mangiaracina * 

 

* Completed Chamber survey 

 



Ward 1



    James Greiner, candidate for Ward 1 
     Senior Graphic Designer with Hobby Lobby  
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
My overarching priority is to represent the citizens of Ward 1 in a respectful, principled, and educated way on the Council. 
Specifically my priorities are: Improving streets, improving public safety (specifically hiring more police officers), conservative 
financial management, strengthening Ward 1 neighborhoods, and fighting and preventing blight.  
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
No, not as the current deal stands. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Maybe. I would have to see a more concrete plan to say yes or no. I would question whether there is even a market for it. Do 
people who live in the suburbs and edges of the city really want to ride a train into downtown? I would guess the level or ridership 
that we would need for a huge project like this is not there. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes, as long as we are talking about the $75 million approved by voters in 2007. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
No. We don’t have to call it MAPS. But to say that we can’t use a temporary one-cent sales tax for other capital improvement 
needs other than “Transformational Projects/Development” would be ridiculous. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. But only if the area where the TIF is created actually needs it. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Maybe. It depends on the project. Our staff does a great job of trying to avoid using eminent domain by negotiating a fair price with 
the property owner. I will continue to support that policy. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. This creates a way for developers to fight blight and save historic buildings at the same time. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes. Where else would it go? 
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
See above for explanations. 

 
Background:  

• Elected to City Council in 2013. 
• Graduate of Oklahoma State University.   

 



     Jonathan Clour, candidate for Ward 1 
     Radio Show Host for Oklahoma Voice on KTLV 1220 AM 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
If elected to the City Council, a main priority would be to continue the push to assist in the development of Oklahoma City. We must 
have a livable city in order to continue growth.  
 
First, we need development that will make OKC attractive to new employers and their employees. If a city is not conducive to 
modern, progressive living and using archaic, out of date systems, then the likelihood of major employers choosing OKC as their 
home is quite slim. In addition, it will also be a priority to create and maintain working relationships with prospective employers.  
 
Second, it is important that the city continues to work toward building attractions and venues that is conducive to modern living that 
will in turn create revenue and traffic for OKC. The building and maintenance of an adequate convention center will be a must in 
order for our city to grow. Also, we must update our transportation system to allow our people more transportation options, such as 
the construction of the OKC street car that will serve as an attraction and will be practical to use. 
 
Oklahoma City is an up-and-coming municipality that is worthy to call home and do business with. In order for us to fine-tune our 
image, we must ask the questions “Who are we as a city?”, “What do we have to offer?”, and “What makes us different?” We must 
continue to modernize our image in order to be a magnet city. 
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes.  
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes.  
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response. 
 

Background: 

• Ran for State House District 43 in 2014.  Lost in run-off to John Paul Jordan.    
  
 

 



    Chris Gordon, candidate for Ward 1 
      Adjunct Instructor with Oklahoma State University - OKC 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
During the last citizen survey, 77% of citizens said they think the top priority for the City for the next two years should be streets. I 
tend to agree, I have knocked over 1200 doors, and I have found some neighborhood streets to be in such disrepair, they would be 
better off with just gravel.  
 
Secondly, working with City staff as well as the OKC Chamber to help recruit new businesses and industries to OKC. I realize one 
significant problem is the lack of immediately available space, and I believe the city as a whole would greatly benefit if we were 
able to incentivize local developers to begin building space for all segments, Class A, B, C and Warehouse/ light industrial space 
as and begin to have a plan and pipeline for future projects.  
 
Being in the neighborhoods in Ward 1 communicating the great work being done by the City, Chamber and various development 
trusts and how those efforts benefits the entire city. I see this as an opportunity to bridge the downtown and suburban divides that 
have / are being created by current members of the council and their destructive rhetoric.  
   

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response.  

 

Background: 

• U.S. Navy Veteran.  Worked at Sandridge Energy 2011-2016.  
• Graduate Southern Nazarene University.  
• Volunteers with First Tee, and is a graduate of Leadership Oklahoma City Class XI.   

 



Ward 3



    Larry McAtee, candidate for Ward 3 
     Consultant, Author with Ironsharperners, Inc.  
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
Roads, Public Safety, economic development (including the Innovation District), completing MAPS3 as promised, planning for GO 
bonds 2017 and continuing into a MAPS4. (to include a convention hotel and a component for strengthening neighborhoods). 
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
No. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response.  

 
Background:  

• Elected to City Council in 2001. 
• Graduate Princeton University and New York University (MBA).   
• Formerly employed by Kimray and Honeywell International. 



    Matthew Olsen, candidate for Ward 3 
      Director of Big Truck Tacos 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
The issues I'd like to address are improvements to roads & infrastructure, education, renovations & revitalization, and taking care of 
police and firefighters. Furthermore what I would love to do is push some of the upcoming bond finances to help make some 
progress for the west side of OKC.   
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
No. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Don’t know. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Don’t know. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
Question 2. Less than 10% of the voters in my ward supported this.  I plan to vote based on the needs and wishes of our ward. 

 

Background: 

• Self-described Progressive.   
• Open Government Advocate.  



Ward 4



    Walter Kula, candidate for Ward 4 
      AFJROTC Aerospace Science Instructor at Choctaw H.S. .  
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
First, the City Council has to ensure that we oversight the running of our city (the now and short term).  I would make a priority of 
visiting all the agencies that provide support to our citizens.  I want to know exactly what we do, why we do it, and how we do it.  I 
would do this not to tell our city employees how to do their job, but to ensure I know what they do.  If I did have any 
recommendations I would work them through their chain of command.  In my career I have always practiced the concept of 
"Management By Walking Around".  This information would then allow me to work appropriately on the city's budget and policies 
and procedures.  Then I would see where we want to be in the mid-term (2-5 years).  What services are we wanting to improve on 
and what services do we need to stop.  This takes planning to ensure we have the resources necessary for all that we have to 
accomplish.  Finally I would work on the city's long-term plan (5-20 years).  How are we structured for growth and how can we 
improve "who we are".  The list is long on what makes a great city, e.g., schools, businesses, housing, transportation, 
entertainment, medical, public services, etc.  In summary, I am a firm believer in Management by Objectives.  We must have a 
strong strategic plan with specific tactical implementation plans. 
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response.  

 
Background:  

• U.S. Air Force – 26 year 11 month veteran of USAF Security Forces. 
• Current Chairman of the City of Oklahoma City’s Traffic and Transportation Commission.  He represents Ward 4 on 

the commission.  
• Vocally involved in the anti-Eastern Oklahoma Turnpike project grassroots movement.    



    Doris Mangiaracina Benbrook, Ph.D., candidate for Ward 4 
      Professor/Cancer Researcher at University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
I respect the accomplishments of the Oklahoma City Council, especially with regard to MAPs Projects, and believe that I could be 
an effective and integral member of this team.  Economic development would be my first priority because it is the fundamental key 
to maintaining and improving Oklahoma City.  Despite our relative economic stability and growth, our City has a large 
economically-challenged population, and is in the center of a State that has one of the worst records for health and education.  If 
elected, I would continue and increase our current momentum in economic development to generate new funds to maintain and 
grow our economy and to improve the health, education and overall quality of life for all of our citizens.  The success in the center 
of OKC needs to be leveraged out to the rest of the City by developing public transportation that would allow economically-
challenged Citizens access to jobs and city resources not available in the areas where they live.  Public transportation would also 
encourage development of new businesses and shopping in city areas that are currently underdeveloped or in decline.  
Development of legislation to improve health and education in Oklahoma City is the main motivation for my decision to run for OKC 
Council and represents the areas of my primary expertise as a University Professor focused on cancer research, and as a parent 
of children who were educated in the Oklahoma City and Moore Public School systems.  Initially, I will take measures that do not 
require large amounts of money, such as the recent legislation proposed by Councilman Pete White to provide healthy options in 
vending machines.  At the same time, I will embark on efforts that would require longer term planning, such as developing 
resources to improve teacher pay.  Any legislation proposed should have clearly-defined funding.   
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
No. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Don’t know.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
Question 5:  I do not approve of limiting our options because it is impossible to predict all situations that our City may encounter in 
the future.   
 

Question 7: Individuals and other entities occupying property in eminent domains should be sufficiently compensated to allow their 
relocation to an equivalent property. 
 

Question 10:  In order to approve, I would need to see a rational plan for infrastructure that would provide sufficient parking and 
avoid traffic congestion at this location. 
 

Overall, these proposals would need to be carefully vetted and balanced to avoid over-taxing or over-committing resources, and to 
assure a rational plan for economic growth. 
 
Background: 
 

• Full name is Doris Mangiaracina Benbrook, PhD (Loyola University Medical Center).   
• Interestingly, Dr. Benbrook is the mother of Marina Mangiaracina, who is running against Councilman Pettis for 

Ward 7.  



    Richard Morrissette, candidate for Ward 4 
      Attorney 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
Our City has achieved incredible progress over the last two decades.  Working together, we can, and must, continue this 
momentum.  As a member of the City Council, I hope to make my contribution to our continued success by prioritizing items like 
these: 
 

• Economic Growth – Promote an economic environment that enhances job growth, new enterprise and business 
expansion, especially in industries with high paying jobs. 

 

• Public Safety and Infrastructure – Ensure that we perform the fundamental tasks of City government well.  These include 
public safety and infrastructure. 

 

• Government Efficiency – Ensure city government operates efficiently and provides excellent service for our citizens.  
 

• One OKC – Ensure that citizens of Ward 4 receive fair consideration in terms of municipal investment and services.  
 

• Education – Promote continued partnership and investment with OKC Public Schools, higher education and career 
technology programs to ensure opportunity for all. 

 

• Quality of Life – Promote parks, recreation, arts and culture throughout OKC to increase quality of life, making the city an 
even more attractive place to live, work and raise a family. 

 

• Vision for the Future – Support the process of, and commitment to, long term, transformational planning, such as the 
MAPS programs, which have so benefited the city in recent decades 

 
2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 

build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No Response.  

Background: 
 

• Twelve-year Democratic member of the OK House representing HD 92, which encompasses Downtown.  Term-limited 
in 2016. 

• Attorney with offices Downtown and in south OKC.  
• Well-liked and a good communicator - is a progressive and tends to be populist.  His Chamber legislative scores for 

the past 5 sessions were: 2016: 64%; 2015: 44%; 2014: 54%; 2013: 22%; 2012: 38%. 



    Todd Stone, candidate for Ward 4 
      President and CEO of Dub Stone Construction 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
Safety and Security – We need to ensure that OKC residents and visitors expectations are met in terms of safety and security. 
Safe neighborhoods help with the development of our youth and allow for stronger families. As we continue to invest in OKC it 
becomes even more important that we protect the investments that all citizens have made, whether they be private or public. 
 
Investment/Infrastructure – The citizens of OKC have continued to show their support for investment in their community. This will 
continue as long as the accountability and realized value remains. We could build the Taj Mahal but if we have to drive down a pot 
hole filled street to view it, some of that value is lost. The investment in the heart of the city has been great and needs to continue, 
but investment also has to be spread to the different areas or we will run a risk of losing the level of support that we currently enjoy. 
Increased investment and infrastructure improvement also have the effect of creating additional opportunities for local residents. 
 

2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 
build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Don’t know. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response. 

 
Background: 

• Homebuilder and developer.   
• His son is State Representative Shane Stone (D-Oklahoma City).  
• Being strongly supported by Rep. Chris Kannady (R-Oklahoma City).  



Ward 7



    John Pettis, candidate for Ward 7 
     Workforce Development Consultant with PHA Consulting 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
When I am re-elected on February 14, my priorities will be the following: 
 

• To continue to support the overall growth of our great city. 
• To continue to be an advocate for better infrastructure in our city.  
• To continue to lead the NE Renaissance TIF District. 
• To develop a economic development plan for the southern part of Ward 7. 
• To continue to be a supporter of public safety, public education, and public transportation. 
• To continue to support programs that brings opportunities to OKC and Ward 7.  
• To continue to support programs that will enhance and make our neighborhoods safer place to live, work and shop. 

 
2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 

build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
Yes. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
Yes. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
Yes. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
Yes. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
Yes.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
No response. 

 

Background: 

• Elected to City Council in 2013.  
• Community Volunteer and Advocate.  

 



    Marina Mangiaracina, candidate for Ward 7 
     Manages “Welcome to Loud City” Thunder Blog.  

 
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 

a. Ending the environmental and noise violations in Ward 7, such as the Schaumberg recycling plant and various oil wells 
next to houses.  

b. Re-focusing city revenues to not exploit the poor. 
c. Bringing economic development to all areas of the city, not just downtown.   

 
2. Do you support the City of OKC participating in a public/private partnership (in which public funds would be used) to 

build a convention center hotel for OKC's new convention center that was approved by voters as a MAPS 3 project? 
No. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional Transit/Commuter Rail System in 
central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, OKC and Tinker AFB)? 
Yes. 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies to locate in OKC? 
No. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be used only to construct 
Transformational Projects/Development as in the past? 
No. 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic development in OKC? 
No. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the implementation of future MAPS 
projects? 
No. 
 

8. Do you support the state's Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to renovate buildings such as 
the Skirvin Hotel? 
No. 
 

9. Do you believe the Inter-model Hub for OKC’s bus, Amtrak and commuter rail service (if approved by voters) should be 
located at the Santa Fe Station in downtown OKC? 
No.  
 

10. If you answered 'no' to any of the last eight questions (2 through 9), please explain why you would not be supportive of 
the mentioned project/activity/etc.  
Question 2: Not enough of a market for a convention center/hotel in OKC for it to be viable. Pei Plan-level disaster waiting to 
happen. Plan has not been vetted enough. Fact is, Oklahoma city is not a vacation town, and thus undesirable for conventions.  
 

Question 4: I don't see any great accomplishments of theirs. It's not as if companies won't vanish or not come if we don't 
constantly advertise to them.  
 

Question 5: Why limit the spending of government money to certain projects? Let the people or lawmakers decide. 
 

Question 6: TIF districts are still costing California today in lawsuits. We need to urge the legislature to enable property tax.  
 

Question 7: No one likes being evicted from their home. 
 

Question 8: I, and many of the poor struggling in this city could care less. Why not feed the poor instead of cutting the grass on an 
old building that they can't even visit? 
 

Question 9: The Santa Fe railway station has one platform, three tracks, and was built in 1934. With Santa Fe's location near 
Bricktown, putting a "inter-model hub" near such a busy area would create a log jam of activity. It just does not make sense to build 
a hub in such an old, ill-equipped location. The logical thing to do is buy out an existing cargo rail depot and convert it into a inter-
model hub. Four multi-track cargo rail depots exist in locations that can be developed near downtown OKC. Surely one of them can 
be converted in a more cost-efficient way. This would also allow for much more parking, a premium for OKC where there are lots of 
cars. 
 

Background: 

• She is the daughter of Dr. Doris Mangiaracina Benbrook who is a candidate for Oklahoma City Council Ward 4.   
• Mangiaracina ran as an Independent in the Nov. 8 General Election against Rep. George Young (D-Oklahoma City) for 

House District 99.  She was defeated in this race 81.77% to 18.23%. 
• Mangiaracina is a self-described “Trans-woman”, meaning she was born male but has transitioned to become female.  

She is a graduate of the Classen School of Advanced Studies and is attending the University of Oklahoma with a 
major in Political Science.  
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